The Victoria Folk Music Society acknowledges with respect and gratitude the Coast Salish Peaple upon whose traditional territories we live, work, and play.
We honour and give special thanks to the Lekwungen and Saanich peaples: the Songhees, Esquimalt, Tsartlip, Pauquachin, Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations.

The Victoria Folk Newsletter
e January 2026 o

Folk Club: Every Sunday ~ Admission $8.00

Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format: 6:30pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome

7:30pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set

8:45pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available

9:00pm The Feature ~ as shown below E E
Mail To:  VFMS ¢/, 3483 Lovat Avenue, Victoria, B.C. V8X 1T9 -
Website: victoriafolkmusic.ca E""___

January 04 ~ Tom Rawson

Tom Rawson is a folksinger and storyteller
from Orcas Island, Washington. He comes
armed with a longneck banjo and other
weapons of mass delight. When he grows
up he wants to be Pete Seeger. Tom is
a master of warmth and wit who loves
to share his musical treasures with an 1
know something you don’t know and you're

gonna love it too’kind of smile. From Gospel
to Contemporary, profound to downright
silly, Tom will have you singing, clapping,
and laughing along all night. Join Tom
for some humourous stories, user-friendly
songs, and Acoustic Folk philosophy that’s
guaranteed to leave you smiling. Tune up
your vocal cords; you'll need ‘em!

January 11 ~ Marianne Grittani Duo

Salt Spring Islander Marianne Grittani is
a seasoned performer whose live shows
range from spirited to intimate and are
always completely engaging! She exudes
musicality, presenting original and cover
tunes infused with rhythm, well-crafted
lyrics, and soulful, compelling vocals. Her
songwriting style is informed by Swing,
R&B, Country, Blues, Gospel, and Folk—
all to be savoured in her work as she
makes them authentically her own. Also

a multi-instrumentalist (guitar, ukulele,
mandolin), Marianne’s album ‘Into the
Shimmering’ was nominated for a West

Coast Music Award and has received P

international airplay. She delights as a
solo performer, but Marianne ups the
ante with even more musical texture

when playing with any number of her |

talented musician friends, including
VFMS favourite Rose Birney who joins
her tonight!

January 18 ~ willow

In2013,amidtherockybeachesandgentle
waves of Quadra Island, BC, four women
joined voices and hearts and Willow
was born! Their love for vocal harmonies
is the backbone of their repertoire,
complemented by an ever-growing array
of Folk instruments including guitar,
bass, ukulele, mandolin, balalaika, and
banjo. The four members of Willow—
Andrea Blaseckie, Maureen Fox, Trinity
Gogolin, and Kelly Beamish—come

from varied backgrounds and musical

experience, and this diversity is reflected |
in the wide-range of genres they bring |

to their highly engaging performances.
From the sounds of Appalachia ringing,
through Gospel and Bluegrass tunes,

to the smokey haze of the Blues and §

the harmonic sounds of Traditional Folk,
Willow’s blended harmonies capture

the attention and the heart of every [F1 :

audience!

January 25 ~ VFMS Multi-Feature -
The Co-Conspirators « Ky Bryski - Nice Verdes

8:15 pm The Co-Conspirators perform
Folk/singer-songwriter music with elem-
ents of Bluegrass, Country, Blues, Gospel,
and general Roots music. With heavy
emphasis on vocal harmonies, this duo
has been compared to The Weavers, lan
& Sylvia, and Richard & Linda Thompson.
They perform a perfect mix of originals,
Traditional Folk, and Old-Time-favourite

covers, and Canadian Folk music legend
Valdy says they sound like they've been
singing together their whole lives!

9:10 pm Ky Bryski Folk, Country, Blue-
grass, and Old-Time—Ky plays music about
the people, by the people, for the people!

9:35 pm Nice Verdes. These Indie World
troubadours came together after a

chance meeting during a peace march
in Vancouver in 2003. Merging original
compositions with sounds from across the
globe, this duo’s music is driven by nomadic
hearts and a love of exploration. Bright,
infectious, and authentic, blending Tres
Cubano, accordions, and vocal harmonies,
Nice Verdes presents diverse musical
textures with an intimate, acoustic charm!


https://victoriafolkmusic.ca/

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the third Friday this
month!!! Closed January & February. 6:30pm Doors/Jam; 7:00pm Open
Stage; 8:30pm Feature. The Agi Hall, 465 South Road, Gabriola Island.
Admission 10.00 | Email colcog@shaw.ca

Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month
(September-June), 7:30pm, Duncan United Church, Duncan.
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month
(September-May) 7:30pm, 10990 West Saanich Road. Admission $15.00
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

Highlands Music Coffee House ~ Mostly: second Saturday of the
month (March-December) 7:00pm, 1589 Millstream Road, Victoria.
Admission $10.00 | email zhinoos219@gmail.com

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month
(September-June) 7:00pm. Admission $10.90 | Phone 250-591-6883
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the

month (September-June) 7:00pm. Admission $10.00 | Holy Trinity
United Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. For more, visit
sookefolkmusicsociety.com or email sookefolkmusic@gmail.com

Folk’n Parking (‘Norway House’ parking lot...)
On Sunday nights, please remember that parking is:

+« NOT allowed next doorin the  « UNRESTRICTED On streets south of
Sikh Temple lot, off Graham. Hillside.

I
You could be towed! « aLLoweD in the lot behind

+NOT allowed right beside the  Monarch Furnishings, off Prior.
hall as it is a designated fire lane. Thanks, Monareh!!

Ditto! .
« TRICKY On side-streets. Please

« Reservep for Feature Performers  respect ‘Residential Parking Only’
with orange cones. Please leave  signs.

lots of room. .
« EAsIEsT when you walk, bike, or

« EASIER When you carpool. take the bus!

Monarch Furnishings « 1120 Hillside Avenue
Tony Martin, Owner « monarchfurnishings.com

A

The Victoria Folk Music Society

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $8.00—Fget 16 & under.
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase
$85.00 Individual $140.00 Family $20.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts

Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies: contact Carol Aileen
at 250-475-1355 oremail . . ... ... info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General: Nancy Taylor ............... 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator: Nancy Taylor ............. 250-477-6844

Feature Performer Bookings
Patty Castle. . .. ......... featurebooking.vfms@shaw.ca

Newsletter RonGillmore.................. gillmori@mac.com
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit
victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: ................... victoriafolkmusic.ca
RonGillmore ......cooviiiiiiiiiiiieen. gillmori@mac.com

Find us on Facebook: go to facebook.com/VictoriaFolkMusic

ISLANDFOLK
A Group Email List for Folk-Music Announcements,
Questions, and Discussions

m@ islandfolk@victoriafolkmusic.ca

This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands,
and surrounding areas. Its primary purpose is to offer contact,
communication, and codrdination between performers,
presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music. You must
subscribe to be able to write emails to the list—Just follow the
instructions on this webpage:

victoriafolkmusic.ca/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk_victoriafolkmusic.ca
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FoLk CLuB FEATURES ON THE IsLANDS
DeepCoveFolk .............ccooiviiinnn.. ~Backyard Boulevard~ $1500

Friday, Jan 09, 7:30/m, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

CowichanFolk Guild ...t ~TBA~ $1000
Saturday, Jan 10, 7:30eu, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Nanaimo Folk Connection ................. ~The Replacements~ $1000
Friday, Jan 16, 7pm, Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Sooke Folk Music Society ..................ovvnn... ~Martin Kerr~ $1000
Saturday, Jan 17, 7em. Sooke. 250-642-4568

CONCERTS, ETC.

~ Edie Daponte & Joey Smith ~ Thu. Jan 01, 2-4sm,
ST. Paut’s UNitep CHURcH, 2410 Malaview Avenue, Sidney

~ Brad Hawkes & Matt Bullock ~ Fri. Jan 02, 6:30-8:30pm,
THe SpiraL Care, 418 Craigflower Road, Vic West

~ Moonshine Mollys ~ Sat. Jan 03, 6-100,
Lecion BrancH 256, 1630 Wellington Road East, Nanaimo

~ Peach & Quiet ~ Sat. Jan 03, 7-9¢u,
Harsour House Hote, 121 Upper Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island

~ Weekly: Sunday Blues Jam with the Deb Rhymer Band ~ Sun. Jan 04,
4-7:30pm, STupIO 919 (ForRmERLY WickeT HALL), 919 Douglas Street, Victoria

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic - Tom Rawson ~
Sun. Jan 04, 7:30-10pm, Norway Housg, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Dave Harris & Friends ~ Tue. Jan 06, 5-8p,
The Loft Pub, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria

~ Nanaimo Songwriting Circle ~ Thu. Jan 08, 6:30¢m,
CounTRY GROCER UPSTAIRS MEETING RoOM , 1800 Dufferin Crescent, Nanaimo

~Tom Morrissey ~ Fri. Jan 09, 7-106u,
THE LoFT Pus, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria

~ DCFC Feature: Backyard Boulevard ~ Fri. Jan 09, 7:30pm,
Deep Cove Fork CLug, 10990 West Saanich Road, Deep Cove

~ Victoria Contra Dance: Carlos & Ben with Q Bachand & Charlie Gannon ~
Sat.Jan 10, 7-10em, St. Luke’s HaLL, 3821 Cedar Hill Cross Road, Saanich

~ Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas ~ Sat. Jan 10, 7:300m,
THE UpsTAIRS LounGE, OAk Bay RecreatioN CENTRE, 1975 Bee Street, Victoria

~ CFG: ToBeAnnounced ~ Sat. Jan 10, 7:30¢m,
The Cowichan Folk Guild, Duncan UNiTep CHURCH, 246 Ingram Street, Duncan

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic - The Marianne Grittani Duo ~
Sun.Jan 11, 7:30-10em, Norwar House, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Tune Up 2nd Tuesdays Open Mic with Helen Davies ~ Tue.Jan 13, 6py,
MiLE Zero Brewing, 4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin

~ Jacob Weil ~Wed.Jan 15, 7-11pm,
THEe Vault Carg, 499 Wallace Street, Nanaimo

~ Nanaimo ~ The Co-Conspirators ~ Thu. Jan 15, 7:30¢w,
Lecion BrancH 92, 120 Blain Road, Salt Spring Island

~ The Replacements ~ Fri. Jan 16, 7en, The Nanaimo Folk Connection,
Hore LutHERAN CHURCH, 2174 Departure Bay Road, Nanaimo

~ Backyard Boulevard ~ Fri. Jan 16, 7:30¢u, Brentwoob Bay ViLLace EMPOURIUM
(THE BBVE), 7103 West Saanich Road, Brentwood Bay

~ The Co-Conspirators ~ Sat. Jan 17, 1-3pw,
THe WaterrroNT CounTry CAFE, 149 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island

~ SFMS: Martin Kerr ~ Sat. Jan 17, 7o, Sooke Folk Music Society,
Hovy Trinimy UNimep CHURCH, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic « Willow ~
Sun. Jan 18, 7:30-10pm, Norwar Housg, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Dave Harris & Friends ~ Tue. Jan 20, 5-8p,
The Loft Pub, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria

~ Louise Rose ~ Wed. Jan 21, 7-9¢w,
HerMANN's Jazz & BLues CLug, 753 View Street, Victoria

~ The Fretless ~ Thu. Jan 22, 7:30¢u,
THE MARY WiNsPEAR CENTRE, 2243 Beacon Avenueg, Sidney

~ Doug Cox & Steve Mitchell ~ Thu. Jan 22, 7:30-9:30w,
CHAR's LANDING HALL & HosTeL, 4815 Argyle Street, Port Alberni

~ The Unfaithful Servants - Oliver Swain’s Big Machine ~ Fri. Jan 23, 7:30¢m,
THE MARY WiNsPEAR CENTRE, 2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney

...continued on Page 3...

-2- FYI for readers of our PDF NewsLerTer: the blue words are hyperlinks!
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in 2026

Registration now open for Folk
and Contemporary classes:

BC Fiddle Orchestra
« Big Band
 Folkestra

« Guitar Ensembles

« Rock & Roll Singing
..and many more!

vcm.bc.ca

VICTORIA

CONSERVATORY
OF MUSIC

J —for yourself, birthdays, \
occasions, or just being generous—

Victoria Folk
Music Society
Merchandise

~ Decals $2, $2.50 ~ Suitable for car windows,
guitar cases, music stands...

~ Guest Passes $8 ~ Valid for one adult
admission to our Sunday Evenings

~ Coffee Mugs $10 ~ with our classic Queen
& Banjo or the 50" Anniversary edition

~ Tote Bags $15 ~ A classy light-weight bag
for carrying your Folk- or non-Folk-stuff

~ Tee-Shirts $15-$35 ~ The ultimate fashion
statement for the Folk aficionado

~ Gift Certificates ~ $85 Individual or $140
Family ~ Good for an Annual Membership

All may be purchased on any Sunday Night
\ at the Folk (at “Norway House") r

CONCERTS, ETC. CONTINUED

~ The Fretless ~ Fri. Jan 23, 7:30-9:30mm,
ARTSPRING THEATRE, 100 Jackson Avenue, Salt Spring Island

~ The Beautiful Maladies ~ Sat. Jan 24, 7-9¢x,
HermANN's Jazz & BLues CLus, 753 View Street, Victoria

~ The Wardens ~ Sat. Jan 24, 8p,
THE ErrINGTON HaLL, 1390 Errington Road, Errington

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic « VFMS Multi-Feature -
« The Co-Conspirators « Ky Bryski « Nice Verdes ~
Sun. Jan 25, 7:30-10pm, Norwar House, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~VBA: Moranz & Fremlin ~ Tue.Jan 27, 7:45-10pm,
Victoria BLuecrass AssociaTioN, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria

~UJAM Club Night : January Blues ~ Wed. Jan 28, 7-9¢u,
HerMANN's Jazz & BLues CLus, 753 View Street, Victoria

~ International Guitar Night ~ Thu. Jan 29, 7:30pm,
THE CowicHAN PerFoRMING ARTs CENTRE, 2687 James Street, Duncan

~J.Plank ~ Fri. Jan 30, 7o,
RiverciTy Stace, 1080 Hemlock Street, Campbell River

~ Doug Cox & Steve Mitchell ~ Fri. Jan 30, 7:30¢m,
THE ReGIER THEATRE (FORMERLY OLD CHURCH), 755 Harmston Avenue, Courtenay

~ An Evening with Judy Collins ~ Sat. Jan 31, 7:30-10:30¢m,
Tre DAve DunNeT THEATRE AT Oak Bay HS, 2121 Cadboro Bay Road, Oak Bay

~ Tony Turner in Concert ~ Sat. Jan 31, 7:30em,
FirsT UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP, 595 Townsite Road, Nanaimo

VFMS Features coming in February 2026 1o Norway House,:

Feb 01 Bagatelle

Feb 08 Hank Cramer

Feb 15 Slim Sandy & the Hillbilly Boppers
Feb 22 Elise Leblanc with Tyler Lieb

JAMS & OPEN MICS — CHECK WITH THE VENUE FOR THEIR SCHEDULE —

SUNDAY January 04, 11, 18, 25
~ Sunday Country Jam ~ 2-6pm, THE EacLe HALL, 2965 Boys Road, Duncan

~ Sunday Afternoon Jam ~ 3-7em, THe Lot Pus, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria

~ The FBI Sunday Jam ~ 4:30-7:30¢w,
THE Fanny Bay INN, 7480 Island Highway South, Fanny Bay

~ Sunday Kitchen Party Jam ~ 7-11pm, ChrisTiE's Pus, 1739 Fort Street, Victoria
~ Sunday Bluegrass Jam ~ 7pu—MIDNIGHT,
THe CumBERLAND HoTeL, 2714 Dunsmuir Avenue, Cumberland

MONDAY JanuAry 05, 12, 19, 26
~ Old Time Music Jam Nights ~ 6:30-8:30pu,
THe SpiraL Care, 418 Craigflower Road, Victoria

WEDNESDAY JaNuAry 07, 14, 21, 28
~ Wednesday Jam ~ 6-9eu, THe LorT Pug, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria

~ Sidney Acoustic Jam ~ 7-9pu, THe SHOAL AcTivity CenTRe,
10030 Resthaven Drive, Sidney
THURSDAY JAaNuAry 01, 08, 15, 22, 29
~ The Big Open Mic ~ 6:30-8:30pu, THe SpiraL Cart, 418 Craigflower Road, Victoria

~ Open Mic Night Thursday ~ 7:30-10:30¢w,
THEe LocHouse Pus, 2323 Millstream Avenue, Victoria

Our latest monthly VFMS webpage lists Live Music Events, mostly, on
Vancouver Island and the adjacent islands—and | will be updating it
throughout January as | find new information! /rg

victoriafolkmusic.ca/LiveMusicEvents_Mostly_January-2026.html

L

Welcome to the Victoria Folk Music Society’s weekly gathering! We
hope you enjoy playing here—so here’s a bit of performance advice
on what works best for our club. Some of the suggestions may seem
obvious, while others may not have occurred to you before.

1. Please be considerate and don’t go overtime. There is a ten-
minute limit for open-stage sets and ten minutes goes by fast—
especially if youre tuning up, and talking about yourself and
your music, as well as playing! Pace yourself accordingly, which
means you've probably got time for two songs unless theyre
particularly short ones. When in doubt, check with the host.

2. Perform to be heard. The acoustics are great in this hall, but you
still need to project so that the people at the back can hear you.
Consider standing up while you perform; otherwise, your sound
may not get much beyond the first row. Remember that folk-song
lyrics are at least as important as the music. If you're singing and

Performer Guidelines (How to please our audience!)

Available as a downloadable PDF: victoriafolkmusic.ca/pdf/VFMS_Performer_Guidelines.pdf

B

playing, especially in a group, you may need to sing louder and/or
play softer to ensure that your words are heard by all.

3. Present well-practiced material. The Folk Club is an excellent
place to try out new material with a receptive audience, but it’s
not the place to “fake it till you make it”! Please respect yourself
and your audience enough to practice your material before you
perform.

4. Consider playing a cover song with a chorus in your set,
especially one that’s well-known. Our audience loves to sing
along! If the song isn’t well-known, prompt us the first time so
we know when and what to sing.

5. Plan to stay and listen to others play. It’s a great way to meet
people and also to pick up new material and performance ideas.

6. Have fun and we hope to see you again! If you'd like some
feedback on your performance, please feel free to ask.

]

-3-
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S T S| rom MUSIC SOCIETY PRESENTS

EVERY WEDNESDAY
AT'11:80 - 11:55AM
(RUNS FROM SEPT—JUNE]

With Nicl La Riviere

EVERY TUESDAY 1:00 - 3:00PN
DROP-INS WELGOME | UJAETE BT LAD LTSIz

EVERY SUNDAY

{EXCEPT LONG WEEKEND'S), —_

7
6:00-8:00 PM

Learn o new bang insfrunent
fressoratchd Bess, Dran Kit,
g .-55):_ farinet Trombone,
Trunpet, Flute, Bartone & Tuba

T Fom MUSE SOGETY The stege s youns!

FOM MUSIC SGCIETY | ERIC MARTIN THEATRE (use Fort st. antrance)
2328 TRENT STREET | 250-592-5114 |  info@friendsofmusic.ca

12328 TRLNT STRLET USE FIRT ST, ENTRANCEL
IHUSIEA W FR)

The Friends of Music Society: FOM at the Eric Martin Pavilion Theatre,
“Making music is a powerful means of relating to 2328 Trent Street, Victoria, BC
others and supporting good mental health. We “Please use the Fort Street entrance
actively promote music as a vehicle for connection (glass sliding doors).”
and recovery. Our programs are an essential part of 250-592-5114 | info@friendsofmusic.ca

our members’ recovery plans.”’ _ . _ _
yP friendsofmusic.ca | facebook.com/FOMmusicSociety

e January 2026 -

Sunday Monday + Tuesday < Wednesday + Thursday < Friday « Saturday
Edie Daponte & Brad Hawkes Moonshine Mollys
Joey Smith & Matt Bullock (NANAIMO—SEE P. 2)
(SIDNEY—SEE P. 2) (Vic West—sEe p. 2) Peach & Quiet

(SALT SPRING ISLAND—SEE P. 2)

VFMS Feature: 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Dave Harris & Nanaimo Song_ Deep Cove Fork CowicHan Foik Guip
TOM R AWSON Friends writing Circle BAcKYARD BOULEVARD TBA
(VicToriA—sEE P. 2) (NANAIMO—SEE P, 2) (VicToRIA—sEE P. 2) (seeP. 2)
Tom Morrissey VictoriA CONTRADANCE
VFMS (VICTORIA—SEE P. 2) (VicToriA—sEe P, 2)
Biz Meeting! .
Sundays Blues Jam 2:30pm g Alasdair Fraser &
(VicTORIA—SEE P. 2) 348235 Lovat Avenue Natalie Haas

(OAk BAy—sEEP. 2)

1 12 13 14 15 16 17

VFMS Feature:

MZB Open Mic The Co-Conspirators Nanamto Fork ME\RTINF%I;(RR
THE MIARIANNE with Helen Davies (Saur Spa Isano—r. 2)|  THE REPLACEMENTS N 3)
G D (METCHOSIN—SEE P. 2) . (seep. 3) '
RITTANI DUO Jacob Weil The Co-Conspirators

(NANAIMO—SEE P. 2) Backyard Boulevard

(BRENTWOOD BAY—sEE P. 3) (SALT SPRING IsSLAND—P. 2)

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

VFMS Feature:

Dave Harris & Louise Rose The Fretless Servants « Big Machine | The Beautiful Maladies
WI L L O W Friends (VICTORIA—SEE P. 2) (SIDNEY—SEE P. 2) (SIDNEY—SEE P. 3) (VicTORIA—SEE P. 3)
(VicTorRIA—SEE P. 2)
Doug Cox & The Fretless The Wardens
Steve Mitchell (SALT SPRING ISLAND—SEE P. 3) (ERRINGTON—SEE P. 3)

(PORT ALBERNI—SEE P. 2)

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

VFMS Feature:

THE VBA UJAM Club Night: International J. Plank Judy Collins
VFMS MuLti-FEATURE - Moranz & FREMLIN| ~ January Blues Guitar Night (CampEeLL RivER—sEE p. 3) (Oak Bay—s . 3)
_ (VicTorRIA—SEE P. 3) (VictorIA—sEE P. 3) (DuNCAN—SEE P. 3)
THE Co-CONSPIRATORS * Doug Cox & Tony Turner
Ky Bryski o Nice VERDES Steve Mitchell (NANAIMO—SEE p. 3)

(COURTENAY—SEE P. 3)

_/ and at The Folk on February 01: BAGAIZ-ZLE/




