
Formerly Qristina Brooke Bachand, Q is a 
consummate performer! Their contagious 
energy and love of Folk and Celtic music is 
always at the forefront, moving audiences 
with energetic and spirited performances 
which showcase their love of fiddling, song, 
and story-sharing. 
Q has studied classical violin; however, it’s 
their fiddle skills that have always truly shone! 
Receiving numerous regional, national, and 
international fiddle awards and scholarships, 

Q also graduated with First Class Honours 
from the University of Limerick with an MA in 
traditional Irish Music Performance.
In recent years Q has blossomed and grown 
into their (nonbinary) gender identity and 
life’s purpose. Singing Phil Ochs- and Dick 
Gaughan-inspired rebel ballads and folk 
songs interspersed with rip-roaring fiddle 
tunes, Q’s performances will equally inspire 
as well as bring you to tears or have you 
clapping along and stomping your feet!

July 06 ~ Q Brooke Bachand

Big Dirty Boots brings together a 
harmony-driven blend of West Coast 
Country and Folk music. Known for their 
dynamic chemistry rooted in childhood 
friendship, BDB engages audiences no 
matter the size and they’re always fan 
favourites at festivals and folk clubs. The 
Boots’ music is built around original 
songs performed on guitar and mandolin 
with Kaj Falch-Nielsen and Tad Ruszel 
sharing the lead vocals and Dave Peters 

supporting on the bass and cello.
Big Dirty Boots were finalists for the 
Georgia Straight’s “Best of Vancouver 2023” 
and have dozens of ‘sync placements’ 
in film and television from their 2013 
debut album. With the first singles out 
from the upcoming album, ‘Heartbreak 
and Fairytales’, there is plenty of buzz and 
fans are excited for the full double-album 
arriving in 2025.

July 13 ~ Big Dirty Boots

Katie Sontag is a singer-songwriter and 
song leader based out of Eugene, OR. 
Described as “transcendental indie folk”, 
Katie’s songs are moving and insightful, 
creating a musical landscape that is 
uplifting, nurturing, and meaningful. Her 
songs range from lighthearted and silly 
(poking fun at herself as a scatterbrained 
new mother) to deep and vulnerable (the 
everyday grief of being human) and often 
triumph with an important truth that we 

all need to be reminded of—including 
her! Katie’s voice is authentic and her 
vibrato is reminiscent of Joan Baez, 
pulling the listener into her intimate and 
truthful lyrics while her acoustic guitar 
accents her melodic lines. Katie’s music 
has been described as “a big hug”. At her 
concerts, you will laugh, cry, make new 
friends, and feel better than when you 
came!

July 20 ~ Katie Sontag

The Hounds of Cuchulain are a seven-piece 
band from Victoria, BC, delivering vibrant 
performances steeped in Irish, Scottish, 
English, and original folk music. Inspired by 
legends like The Dubliners, The Pogues, The 
Irish Rovers, The Corries, and The Chieftains, 
their dynamic shows feature lively dance 
tunes, historical ballads, engaging stories, 
and enchanting melodies.
The group is comprised of Wolf Edwards on 
lead vocals and guitar; Madeleine Townley 

on tin whistle, Irish harp, and vocals; Briana 
Kennedy on fiddle and vocals; Dexter 
Simpson on Irish tenor banjo; Benjamin 
Garrison on mandolin and vocals; Jeff 
Feltmate on fiddle and bodhrán; and 
Theodore Waite on double bass. With a 
dedication to sharing their music across 
diverse communities, the Hounds have 
captivated audiences across 300+ stages 
and released three albums, including a 
recent collection of original compositions.

July 27 ~ The Hounds of Cuchulain
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Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $8.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:30 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o 3483 Lovat Avenue, Victoria, B.C.  V8X 1T9
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

The Victoria Folk Music Society acknowledges with respect and gratitude the Coast Salish People upon whose traditional territories we live, work, and play. 
We honour and give special thanks to the Lekwungen and Saanich peoples: the Songhees, Esquimalt, Tsartlip, Pauquachin, Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations.

The Victoria Folk Newsletter

https://victoriafolkmusic.ca/


The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each 
month closed January & February. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open 
Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. The Agi Hall, 465 South Road, Gabriola Island. 
Admission 10.00 | Email colcog@shaw.ca

 
Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7:30 pm, Duncan United Church, Duncan. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

 
Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September–May) 7:30 pm, 10990 West Saanich Road. Admission $15.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

 
Highlands Music Coffee House ~ Mostly: second Saturday of the 
month (March–December) 7:00 pm, 1589 Millstream Road, Victoria. 
Admission $10.00 | email zhinoos219@gmail.com

 
Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September–June) 7:00 pm. Admission $10.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

 
Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the 
month (September–June)  7:00 pm. Admission $10.00 | Holy Trinity 
United Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. For more,  visit 
sookefolkmusicsociety.com or email sookefolkmusic@gmail.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands

The Victoria Folk Music Society

♬

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $8.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$85.00 Individual  $140.00 Family  $20.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email ������������������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ������������������������������� 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������� 250-477-6844

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               featurebooking.vfms@shaw.ca

Newsletter  Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  gillmor1@mac.com
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                gillmor1@mac.com

Find us on Facebook: go to facebook.com/VictoriaFolkMusic

ISLANDFOLK
A Group Email List for Folk-Music Announcements, 

Questions, and Discussions 
islandfolk@victoriafolkmusic.ca

This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 
and surrounding areas.  Its primary purpose is to offer contact, 

communication, and coördination between performers, 
presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music.  You must 

subscribe to be able to write emails to the list – Just follow the 
instructions on this webpage:

victoriafolkmusic.ca/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk_victoriafolkmusic.ca
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…continued on Page 3…

FYI for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!
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Folk Club Features On The Islands

Highlands Coffee House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      ~ Mufaro Marimba~ 	 $10.00 
Saturday, July 12, 7 pm, Victoria. 778-678-2409

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     ~ Blu & Kelly Hopkins ~ 	  $10.00 
Friday, July 18, 6:30 pm, Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ The Boneyard Babes ~ Tue. July 01,  Saturna Island Lamb Barbecue, 

103 Winter Cove Road, Saturna Island

~ Katrina Kadoski ~ Thu. July 03, 1 pm, 
The 39 Days of July, 130 Canada Avenue, Duncan

~ Miguelito Valdés Latin Summer ~ Fri. July 04, 5:30 pm, 
Fisherman’s Wharf, 1 Dallas Road, Victoria

~ Ferron ~ Sat. July 05, 2 pm, 
Victoria Folk Music Festival, 1014 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria

~ Old Man Luedecke ~ Sat. July 05, 3 pm, 
Victoria Folk Music Festival, 1014 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria

~ Joel Plaskett ~ Sat. July 05, 7:20 pm, 
Victoria Folk Music Festival, 1014 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria

~ Frazey Ford ~ Sat. July 05, 8:50 pm, 
Victoria Folk Music Festival, 1014 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic • Q Brooke Bachand ~ Sun. July 06, 7:30–10  pm, 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Eugene Smith & the White Boys ~ Mon. July 07, 8:30 pm, 
The 39 Days of July, 20 Kenneth Street, Duncan

~ Dave Harris & Friends ~ Tue. July 08 & 24, 5–8 pm, 
The Loft Pub, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria

~ Tune Up 2nd Tuesdays Open Mic with Helen Davies ~ Tue. July 08, 6 pm, 
Mile Zero Brewing, 4495 Happy Valley Road, Metchosin

~ Allison Brown ~ Thu. July 10, 5:30–7 pm, 
The Sidney Street Market, Beacon Avenue, Sidney

~ Daniel Cook & The Radiators ~ Fri. July 11, 7–9 pm, 
The Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria

~ Mufaro Marimba ~ Sat. July 12, 7 pm, 
Highlands Music Coffee House, 1589 Millstream Road, Victoria

~ Tower of Song ~ Sat. July 12, 7–10 pm, 
The Paddock, 10675 Madrona Drive, North Saanich

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic • Big Dirty Boots ~ Sun. July 13, 7:30–10  pm, 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Rick Bockner ~ Mon. July 14, 7–9 pm, 
Gorge Harbour Marina Resort, 1374 Hunt Road, Whaletown, Cortes Island

~ Blackie & the Rodeo Kings ~ Tue. July 15, 7:30 pm, PitchFork Social 
at The Jam Factory, 319 Upper Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island

~ The Zawose Queens ~ Tue. July 15, 8 pm, 
Wicket Hall, 919 Douglas Street, Victoria

~ Bamba Wassoulou Groove ~ Thu. July 17, 7:30 pm, 
Wicket Hall, 919 Douglas Street, Victoria

~ Sundown: Trevor Price, Bob Wilson & Andrew McMillan ~ Fri. July 18, 
7–9 pm, Hermann’s Jazz & Blues Club, 753 View Street, Victoria

~ COG Feature: Blu & Kelly Hopkins ~ Fri. July 18, 7 pm, 
Coffeehouse on Gabriola, The Agi Hall, 465 South Road, Gabriola Island

~ Allison Brown & Dan Belgue ~ Sat. July 19, 8 pm, 
Grant & MacLeod House Concerts, 8806 Forest Park Drive, North Saanich

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic • Katie Sontag ~ Sun. July 20, 7:30–10  pm, 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ The Boneyard Babes ~ Wed. July 23, 4:30–6 pm, 
Oaklands Sunset Market, 2827 Belmont Avenue, Victoria

~ Oliver Swain presents: Vox Americana ~ Fri. July 25, 7–9 pm, 
Hermann’s Jazz & Blues Club, 753 View Street, Victoria

~ Fourth Saturdays Open Nautical Song Circle (all welcome!) ~ Sat. July 26, 
1:30–4 pm, The Bent Mast, 512 Simcoe Street, Victoria

~ VFMS Feature: Open Mic • The Hounds of Cuchulain ~ Sun. July 27, 
7:30–10  pm, Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Peach & Quiet ~ Wed. July 30, 6–9 pm, 
The Treehouse Café, 106 Purvis Lane, Salt Spring Island

~ Aaron Djilali ~ Thu. July 31, 7–9 pm, 
Caffè Fantastico, 965 Kings Road, Victoria

 CHANGED 

CHANGED

Folk’n Parking (‘Norway House’ parking lot…)
On Sunday nights, please remember that parking is:
• NOT allowed next door in the 

Sikh Temple lot, off Graham. 
You could be towed!

• NOT allowed right beside the 
hall as it is a designated fire lane. 
Ditto!

• reserved for Feature Performers 
with orange cones. Please leave 
lots of room.

• easier when you carpool.

• unrestricted on streets south of 
Hillside.

• allowed in the lot behind 
Monarch Furnishings, off Prior. 
Thanks, M o n a r c h ! !

• tricky on side-streets. Please 
respect ‘Residential Parking Only’ 
signs.

• easiest when you walk, bike, or 
take the bus!

Monarch Furnishings • 1120 Hillside Avenue
Tony Martin, Owner • monarchfurnishings.com

https://www.islandsfolkfestival.ca/coffeehouse
https://www.highlands.ca/323/Highlands-Music-Coffee-House
mailto:zhinoos219%40gmail.com?subject=Highlands%20Music%20Coffee%20House
mailto:sookefolkmusic%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:featurebooking.vfms%40shaw.ca?subject=
mailto:gillmor1%40mac.com?subject=VFMS%20Newsletter
mailto:gillmor1%40mac.com?subject=VFMS%20website
https://www.facebook.com/VictoriaFolkMusic
mailto:islandfolk%40victoriafolkmusic.ca?subject=
https://victoriafolkmusic.ca/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk_victoriafolkmusic.ca
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
https://www.highlands.ca/323/Highlands-Music-Coffee-House
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/


vcm.bc.ca/summer-intensive-programs

Summer Intensive
Programs 2025
Art Song Cabaret Guitar  Strings
Baroque Choral Piano  Winds & Brass

♬

♬

Shop Tapestry in Victoria, Vancouver
and White Rock or online at

www.tapestrymusic.com        

772 Bay St #3, Victoria, BC
T (250) 590-0752  TF 1 (888) 668-4122

Shop Tapestry in Victoria, Vancouver
and White Rock or online at

www.tapestrymusic.com        

772 Bay St #3, Victoria, BC
T (250) 590-0752  TF 1 (888) 668-4122

Tapestry Music Victoria MOVED on February 5, 2024!

New  Location:  1824  Government  Street, Victoria
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Our latest monthly VFMS webpage lists Live Music Events, mostly, on Vancouver 
Island — and I will be updating it throughout July as I find new information  /rg

victoriafolkmusic.ca/LiveMusicEvents_Mostly_July-2025.html

Concerts, etc. continued

Coming in August 2025 to Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria ~
~ Sun. Aug 03 ~ VFMS: C L O S E D ! !
~ Sun. Aug 10 ~ VFMS: Open Mic • Chris Chandler ~ 7:30–10  pm
~ Sun. Aug 17 ~ VFMS: Open Mic • The McMillan Camp Boys ~ 7:30–10  pm
~ Sun. Aug 24 ~ VFMS: Open Mic • Jane Slemon, Ellen van der Hoeven & 

Susan Larkin ~ 7:30–10  pm
~ Sun. Aug 31~ VFMS: Open Mic • Multi-Feature: Kilt & Kimono; 

Wayward Sirens; Lonnie Glass & Cameron Schaefer ~ 7:30–10  pm

JAMS & OPEN MICS — Check with the venue for their schedule —
sunday July 06, 13, 20, 27
~ Sunday Country Jam ~ 2–6 pm, The Eagle Hall, 2965 Boys Road, Duncan
~ Sunday Afternoon Jam ~ 3–7 pm, The Loft Pub, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria
~ The FBI Sunday Jam ~ 4:30–7:30 pm, 

The Fanny Bay Inn, 7480 Island Highway South, Fanny Bay
~ Sunday Kitchen Party Jam ~ 7–11 pm, Christie’s Pub, 1739 Fort Street, Victoria
~ Sunday Bluegrass Jam ~ 7 pm–midnight, 

The Cumberland Hotel, 2714 Dunsmuir Avenue, Cumberland

monday July 07, 14, 21, 28
~ Gigi’s Open Mic (Every Monday) ~ 6–8:30 pm, 

Gigi’s Cafe, 1002 Hillside Avenue, Victoria
~ Old Time Music Jam Nights ~  6:30–8:30 pm, 

The Spiral Café, 418 Craigflower Road, Victoria

wednesday July 02, 09, 16, 23, 30
~ Wednesday Jam ~  6–9 pm, The Loft Pub, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria
~ Sidney Acoustic Jam ~  7–9 pm, 

SHOAL Activity Centre, 10030 Resthaven Drive, Sidney

thursday July 03, 10, 17, 24, 31
~ The Big Open Mic ~ 6:30–8:30 pm, The Spiral Café, 418 Craigflower Road, Victoria
~ Open Mic Night Thursday ~ 7:30–10:30 pm, 

The Loghouse Pub, 2323 Millstream Avenue, Victoria

July 2025 FESTIVALS &c
June 27–August 04 The 39 Days of July, Duncan-BC!
July 04–05 FVDED In the Park, Holland Park-BC
July 04–06 Peace Valley Folk Fest, Hudson’s Hope-BC
July 04–06 Smithers Midsummer Music Festival, Smithers-BC
July 05–06 Chemainus Valley Blues Festival, Chemainus-BC
July 05 Victoria Folk Music Festival, Victoria-BC
July 11–12 Arts on the Fly Festival, Horsefly-BC
July 11–13 Atlin Arts & Music Festival, Atlin-BC
July 11–14 Bass Coast, Merritt-BC
July 11–20 Harrison Festival of the Arts, Harrison Hot Springs-BC
July 11–13 July Keremeos Bluegrass Jamboree, Keremeos-BC
July 12–13 CULTIVATE Music Festival, Gabriola Island-BC
July 18–20 The Bella Coola Music Festival, Bella Coola-BC
July 18–20 The Pachena Bay Music Fest, Pachena Bay-BC

July 18–20 Vancouver Music 
Festival, Vancouver-BC

July 19 Chemainus Bluegrass 
Extravaganza & Festival, 
Chemainus-BC

July 24–27 Calgary Folk Music 
Festival, Calgary-AB

July 24–27 Kamloops International 
Buskers Festival, Kamloops-BC

July 25–27 Islands Folk 
Festival, Duncan-BC

July 25–27 Kispiox Valley Music 
Festival, between Prince George 
& Prince Rupert-BC

July 25–27 Mission Folk Music 
Festival, Mission-BC

July 25–27 Salmon Arm Roots & 
Blues Festival, Salmon Arm-BC

July 28–Aug 01 BC Fiddle ’Treat, 
Gavin Lake-BC

July 31–Aug 09 Hornby Island 
Music Festival, Hornby Island-BC

July 31–Aug 03 Sunfest Country 
Music Festival, Cowichan Lake-BC

♬
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This VFMS webpage lists 2025 Festivals, music camps, 
 & more,  — mostly in British Columbia —  

and includes hyperlinks to listed Festival &c. websites:
victoriafolkmusic.ca/festivals.html

https://victoriafolkmusic.ca/LiveMusicEvents_Mostly_July-2025.html
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
https://victoriafolkmusic.ca/festivals.html


V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 13

Big Dirty Boots

14
Rick Bockner 

(Cortes Island—see p. 2)

15
Blackie & 

the Rodeo Kings 
(Salt Spring Island—p. 2)

16
The Zawose Queens 

(Victoria—see p. 2)

17
Bamba Wassoulou 

Groove 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

18
Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
Blu & Kelly Hopkins 

7 pm—(see p. 2)

Sundown 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

19
Allison Brown 
& Dan Belgue 

(North Saanich—see p. 2)

x  x  NAME

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday•• • • • •

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 20

Katie Sontag

21 22
Dave Harris 

& Friends 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

23
The Boneyard Babes 

(Victoria—see p. 2)

24
Sarah Leroux 

(Caffè Fantastico, 6:30, 
Victoria)

25
Oliver Swain: 

Vox Americana 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

26
Nautical Song Circle 

(Victoria—see p. 2)

Majesties Request 
(Pagliacci’s, 9:30, Vic.)

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 27

The Hounds of 
Cuchulain

28 29
Allison Brown 

(The Loft Pub, 5–8 pm, 
Victoria)

30
Peach & Quiet 

(Salt Spring Island—p. 2)

31
Aaron Djilali 

(Victoria—see p. 2)

Y  ZY  Z

Y  ZY  Z

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 6

Q Brooke 
Bachand

7
Eugene Smith & 
the White Boys 
(Duncan—see p. 2)

8
Open Mic 

(Metchosin—see p. 2)

Dave Harris 
& Friends 

(Victoria—see p. 2)

9 10
Allison Brown 
(Sidney—see p. 2)

11
Daniel Cook & 
The Radiators 

(Oak Bay—see p. 2)

12
 Highlands Coffeehouse 
Mufaro Marimba 

7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

Tower of Song 
(North Saanich—see p. 2)

1
The Boneyard 

Babes 
(Saturna Island—p. 2)

2 3
The Weekly 

Big Open Mic 
(Spiral Café—see p. 3)

Katrina Kadoski 
(Duncan—see p. 2)

4
Miguelito Valdés 

(Victoria—see p. 2)

5
Ferron • 

Old Man Luedecke • 
Joel Plaskett • 
Frazey Ford • 

(Victoria—see p. 2)


