The Victoria Folk Music Society acknowledges with respect and gratitude the Coast Salish People upon whose traditional territories we live, work, and play. We
honour and give special thanks to the Lekwungen and Saanich peoples: the Songhees, Esquimalt, Tsartlip, Pauquachin, Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations.

The Victoria Folk Newsletter
December 2023

Folk Club: Every Sunday ~ Admission $8.00

Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

6:30pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome

7:30mm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set
8:45¢pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available
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M Shinndig’s musical roots are in

Celtic, English, Old-Time and Canadian
traditional music—sure to set your
toes to tapping! While still true to those
roots, these days their wide-ranging
L= repertoire embraces both traditional
and modern music, a synthesis of the
| many influences of its members: Celtic,
Morris, Jazz, Swing, Old-Time, Medieval,
Folk Revival, Country, and more, giving
a subtly unique flavour to any song or
tune they adopt as their own.
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Shinndig is: lan Johnston on guitar,
Dick Pollard on fiddle and saxophone,
Karen Gillmore on Irish flute,
pennywhistle, and banjo, Patty Castle
on bass, and everyone on vocals.

Shinndig’s enthusiasm is contagious,
and they believe that music is a
fine thing to build a community
around —whether through people
coming together to dance or raising
their voices to sing along in chorus.

December 10 ~The Clover Point Drifters

The Clover Point Drifters,
Victoria's most ancient bluegrass
band, return to our stage for the
umpteenth time, spreading gifts
of Traditional Bluegrass, with a bit
of Xmas cheer.

They’ll have some new tunes on
display, as well as select numbers

from a 23-year repertoire. Their
music is always engaging and
entertaining, still stubbornly
in the bluegrass groove. Alan
Law (guitar), Mike Kraft (banjo),
George Robinson (bass), Dan
Parker (mandolin), and Larry
Stevens (dobro)

December 17 ~Another Celtic Christmas
w:th Denis Donnelly and Friends

| (Denis) love putting together
*{ “Seasonal Features” for our Folk Club,
‘ lla very pleasant task | have been

 doing on and off since the 1980s.
»

® former members of my vocal ensemble

Soundings — Soundings is sadly no
- and Denis Donnelly more, but these women keep that spirit

alive with their beautiful harmonies and
vibrant stage presence. I'll also bring
along my lIrish harp and my long-time
flute-playing colleague Lanny Pollet,
and we'll play some “Seasonal-related”
instrumental tunes. And, I'll lead you
all in some Yuletide sing-along songs
from places like Yorkshire, Ireland, and
maybe even the Appalachians.

December24 & 31 ~CLOSED

We are CLOSED for December 24 & 31, but The Folk returns Sunday, January 7th, with Black Angus!


https://victoriafolkmusic.ca/

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each
month. 6:30pm Doors/Jam; 7:00pm Open Stage; 8:30pm Feature.
The Agi Hall, 465 South Road, Gabriola Island. | Admission 10.00
Email colcog@shaw.ca

Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month
(September-June), 7:30pm, Duncan United Church, Duncan.
Admission $10.90 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month
(September-May) 7:30pm, 10990 West Saanich Road. Admission $10.00
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

Highlands Music Coffee House ~ Mostly: second Saturday of the
month 7:00pm, 1589 Millstream Road, Victoria. | Admission $10.00 ;
FREE under 15 years old | email zhinoos219@gmail.com

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month
(September-June) 7:00pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

Oceanside Folk/Roots Club ~ Qualicum Beach Fridays 7:00pm.
Usual Admission: $30.00 | Phone 403-608-7280 | on Facebook
or email micksherlock58@gmail.com

Sayward Valley Folk Music Society ~ Meets one Sunday per
month (January-November) The Kelsey Recreation Centre,

652 H'Kusam Way, Sayward, BC | Door 6:30pm; Concert 7:00pm
| Admission: $20.00 | contact Bob at rsampson@saywardvalley.net,
or phone 250-282-0134

Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the

month (September-June) 7:00pm. Admission $10.00 | Holy Trinity
United Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. For more, visit
sookefolkmusicsociety.com or email sookefolkmusic@gmail.com

The Victoria Folk Music Society

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $8.00—Fget 16 & under.
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase
$85.00 Individual $140.90 Family $20.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts

Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies: contact Carol Aileen
at 250-475-1355 oremail . . ... ... info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General: Nancy Taylor ............... 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator: Nancy Taylor ............. 250-477-6844

Feature Performer Bookings
Patty Castle. . . . ......... featurebooking.vfms@shaw.ca

Newsletter RonGillmore ..........ovvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinn..

.............................. newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca

To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit
victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website:................. victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore ............. webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Find us on Facebook: go to facebook.com/VictoriaFolkMusic

ISLANDFOLK

An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands,
and surrounding areas. Its primary purpose is to support
contact, communication, and coérdination between performers,
presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music. You must
subscribe to be able to write to the list—follow the instructions
on this webpage:

ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk
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FoLk CLuB FEATURES ON THE ISLANDS

Deep CoveFolk ................. ~Cathy Miller ~ ................. $1090
Friday, Dec 08, 7:30rv, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Highlands Coffee House ........ ~Bowker Creek ~ ................. $1000
Saturday, Dec 09, 7:00¢u, Victoria. 778-678-2409

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~A Potluck & Song Circle~ ............ $500
Friday, Dec 15, 7:00pv, Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Cowichan Folk Guild ....... ~A Potluck & Song Circle~ ........... $1000

Saturday, Dec 16, 7:30em, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Sooke Folk Music Society ........ ~Shari Ulrich~................... $1000
Saturday, Dec 16, 7:00ru. Sooke. 1-250-642-4568

Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~All Open Stage and Snack Potluck~ .. $10.00
Friday, Dec 29, 7:00rv, Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

CONCERTS, ETC.

~ BBVE: Allen Dobb ~ Fri. Dec 071, 7:30mu,
BrenTwooD Bay ViLLace EmPourium, 7103 West Saanich Road, Brentwood Bay

~ VicToriA ConTRA DANCE: Doug Paterson & The Odd Hack Band ~
Sat. Dec 02, 7-10¢m, ST. MaTTHIAS HALL, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria

~ Big Hank's Christmas Blues Show featuring The Smokin’ Hot Toasters ~
Sat. Dec 02, 7-9eu, Hervann's Jazz Cug, 753 View Street, Victoria

~ John Reischman & The Jaybirds: A Bluegrass Christmas ~ Sat. Dec 02, 7:30¢u,
Corbova Bay UNitep CHurcH, 813 Claremont Avenue, Victoria

~ Coffeehouse Open-Mic Night ~ Sat. Dec 02, 7:30pm,
THE ErrINGTON HALL, 1390 Errington Road, Errington

~ Bijoux du Bayou ~ Sat.Dec 02, 8-10s,
Mary’s BLEuE MooN, 9535 Canora Road, Sidney

~ The Lonesome Ace Stringband ~ Sun. Dec 03, 6:30¢w,
VicToriA Event CeNTRe, 1415 Broad Street, Victoria

~ VFMS Feature: Shinndig! ~ Sun. Dec 03, 7:30-10em,
(Norway House) , 1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Drum & Percussion Class with Lauri Lyster ~ Tue. Dec 05, 1-3pm,
Eric MARTIN THEATRE, 2328 Trent Street, Victoria

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association Jam Tuesday Nights ~ Tue. Dec 05, 7:45-10¢u,
FIrsT CHURCH OF CHRIsT, SciEnTisT, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria

~ VFSS Song Circle ~ Wed. Dec 06, 7:30em, THE FrIENDS’ MEETING HOUSE,
1090 West 70th Avenue, Vancouver

~ Sparring Songwriters: Chris Ronald & John Wort Hannam ~ Thu. Dec 07,
7:30pM, THE Duncan SHowroom, 131 Station Street, Duncan

~ Anneda ~ Thu. Dec 07, 810,
MaRry’s BLeue Moon, 9535 Canora Road, Sidney

~ Winter Harp ~ Fri. Dec 08, 7:30-10¢m, ALix GooLoen PerrormANCE HALL,
907 Pandora Avenue, Victoria

~ DCFC Feature: Cathy Miller ~ Fri. Dec 08, 7:30em,
Deep Cove Folk Club, 10990 West Saanich Road, Deep Cove

~ Elise LeBlanc & The Ridgeriders ~ Fri. Dec 08, 7:300m,
CHAR's LANDING HALL & HosTeL, 4815 Argyle Street, Port Alberni

~ The Great Divide: The music of The Band ~ Fri. Dec 08, 8:30-11mm,
HerMANN's UpsTaIrs, 753 View Street, Victoria

~ Bowker Creek ~ Sat. Dec 09, 7pm,
HigHLANDS Music Corree Housg, 1589 Millstream Road, Victoria

~ CFG: A Potluck & Song Circle ~ Sat. Dec 09, 7:30em,
Cowichan Folk Guild, Duncan Unitep CHURCH, 246 Ingram Street, Duncan

~ The Capital City Syncopators ~ Sun. Dec 10, 2w,
OsBoRNE Bay Pus, 1534 Joan Avenue, Crofton

~ A Sunday Celtic Session ~ Sun. Dec 10, 2:30-5pm,
The FErnwooD INN, 1302 Gladstone Street, Victoria

~ VFMS Feature: The Clover Point Drifters ~ Sun. Dec 10, 7:30¢m, (Norway House),
1110 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association Jam Tuesday Nights ~ Tue. Dec 12, 7:45-10¢w,
FirsT CHURCH OF CHRIsT, ScienTist, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria

~ NFC: A Potluck & Song Circle ~ Fri. Dec 15, 7em, Nanaimo Folk Connection,
Hope LutHERAN CHURCH, 2174 Departure Bay Road, Nanaimo

...continued on Page 3...

FYI for readers of our PDF NewsLeTTer: the blue words are hyperlinks!
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Folk’n Parking (‘Norway House’ parking lot...)
On Sunday nights, please remember that parking is:

+« NOT allowed next door in the  « UNRESTRICTED O streets south of
Sikh Temple lot, off Graham. Hillside.
You could be towed! . .
« ALLOWED in the lot behind

+ NOT allowed right beside the ~ Monarch Furnishings, off Prior.
hall as it is a designated fire lane. Thanks, Menarch!!

Ditto! .
« TRICKY on side-streets. Please

« ReserveD for Feature Performers  respect ‘Residential Parking Only’
with orange cones. Please leave  signs.

lots of room. ,
« eAsiesT when you walk, bike, or

+ EASIER When you carpool. take the bus!

Monarch Furnishings « 1120 Hillside Avenue
Tony Martin, Owner « monarchfurnishings.com
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Daniel Lapp's

Home for Christmas Concerts

December 20 & December 21
New Venue! Royal Theatre | 7:30pm
Special Guest: Valdy, Canadian Folk Icon

VICTORIA y
CONSERVATORY {
OF MUSIC

OLD TOWN STRINGS
+ &+ Electric and Acoustic Fretted Instrument Repair «#

Dylan Rovere kL
" 6 "\

Zeomeee OLD TOWN

Victoria, BC V9A 2E9
Tel: 250-383-3413 -
h —EST.1970— rl
N e

info@oldtownstrings.com

BC Family Owned and Operated since 1996

772 Bay St #3, Victoria, BC
T (250) 590-0752 TF 1 (888) 668-4122

Shop Tapestry in Victoria, Vancouver
and White Rock or online at
www.tapestrymusic.com

CONCERTS, ETC. CONTINUED

~ South Cowichan Music Jam ~ Fri. Dec 15, 7-10,
Lecion BRaNcH 134, 1625 Shawnigan-Mill Bay Road, Shawnigan Lake

~ SFMS: Shari Ulrich ~ Sat. Dec 16, 7ew, Sooke Folk Music Society,
Hovy Trinmy UNiTep CHuRrcH, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke

~ Sweet Papa Lowdown (Jeff Shucard ,Doug Rhodes, Rick Van Krugel, &
Blaine Dunaway) ~ Sat. Dec 16, 7:30mm,
THe DuncaN SHowroom, 131 Station Street, Duncan

~ VFMS Feature: Another Celtic Christmas with Denis Donnelly & Friends ~
Sun. Dec 17, 7:30pw, (Norway House), 1110 Hillside Avenue , Victoria

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association Fundraiser: Pot Luck, Auction & Band Scramble ~
Tue. Dec 1 9, 7-10pm, First CHURCH OF CHrisT, ScienTisT, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria

~ Irish Music Session ~ Tue.Dec 19, 7-9ou,
THE NANAIMO Bakery AND Carg, 2025 Bowen Road, Nanaimo

~ Daniel Lapp’s Home for Christmas Concert ~ Wed. Dec 20, 7:30-9¢u,
THe RovaL THeATRE, 805 Broughton Street, Victoria

~ VFSS Song Circle ~ Wed. Dec 20, 7:30¢w, THe Frienns’ MeeTinG House,
1090 West 70th Avenue, Vancouver

~ Daniel Lapp’s Home for Christmas Concert ~ Thu. Dec 21, 7:30-9¢u,
THE RovAL THEATRE, 805 Broughton Street, Victoria

~ Strumming for Sue (and those you love, too!) ~ Thu. Dec 28, 8-11¢u,
HerMANN's UpsTalrs, 753 View Street, Victoria

~ COG: All Open Stage and Snack Potluck ~ Fri. Dec 29, 7pu,
Coffeehouse on Gabriola, THe Aai HALL, 465 South Road, Gabriola Island

~ Winter Ball: A Community Folk Dance with Live Music ~ Sat. Dec 30,
6:30pM, THE MAYNE IsLAND AGRicuLTURAL HALL, 430 Fernhill Road, Mayne Island

~ New Year’s Evening with The Chris Millington Band ~
Sun. Dec 31, 6:00pw, THE Mary Winspear CenTRe, 2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney

~ Eugene Smith, Leenie Beenie, Bill Levity and more ~ Sun. Dec 31, 7:000,
DuncaN SHowroom, 131 Station Street, Duncan

~ New Year’s Eve Dinner & Dance with The Sutcliffes ~ Sun. Dec 31, 7:30em,
THE UpsTAIRs Lounge, Oak Bay RecreaTioN CENTRE, 1975 Bee Street, Victoria

~ New Year's Eve: Pablo Cardenas Presents Club Havana ~
Sun. Dec 31, 9pm—12:30, HermanN's Jazz CLus, 753 View Street, Victoria

JAMS & OPEN MICS — CHeck wiTH THE VENUE FOR THEIR SEASONAL SCHEDULE —

~ Sundays Country Jam ~ Sun. Dec 03, Dec 10, Dec 17 ...
2-6pM, THE EAGLE HALL, 2965 Boys Road, Duncan

~ Sundays Bluegrass Jam ~ Sun. Dec 03, Dec 10, Dec 17 ...
7pM—MIDNIGHT, THE CuMBERLAND HoTEL, 2714 Dunsmuir Avenue, Cumberland

~ Gigi's Open Mic (Every Monday) ~ Mon. Dec 04, 11, 18...
6-8:30rm, Gicl's Carg, 1002 Hillside Avenue, Victoria

~ Old Time Music Jam Monday Nights ~ Mon. Dec 04, 11, 18...
6:30-8:30pm, THE SPiRAL CAFE, 418 Craigflower Road, Victoria

~ Mondays Irish Session ~ Mon. Dec 04, 11, 18...
7-10¢m, SPINNAKER'S BRew Pus, 308 Catherine Street, Victoria

~ Wednesday Night Jams ~ Wed. Dec 06, 13, 20...
6-9¢u, THE LorT Pus, 229 Gorge Road East, Victoria

~ Wednesdays: Sidney Acoustic Jam ~ Wed. Dec 06, 13, 20...
7-9pm, SHOAL Acmivity Centre, 10030 Resthaven Drive, Sidney

~ Thursday Open Mic ~ Thu. Dec 07, 14, 21...
5-8¢m, EL FARO MARKET, 631 Island Highway East, Parksville

~ Open Mic Night Thursday ~ Thu. Dec 07, 14, 21...
7:30-10:30pm, THE LoGHoUSE Pus, 2323 Millstream Avenue, Victoria



http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/

Seasons Greetings!

Can it really be December already?? | guess the
old adage “Time flies when you're having fun”
must be true, or so it seems to me!

As the year winds up and holiday celebrations
commence across so many cultures (more than a
dozen by my count!) italso strikes me as a fine time
for reflection and for gratitude. Big in the media
these last few days, nudging in between news
of climate disaster, war, and greed, has been the
World Health Organization (WHO) declaration
of loneliness as a global health threat—as bad
for folks as smoking 15 cigarettes a day, they say!
Being a recovering smoker myself, 30 years and
counting (and as an orphan and a widow twice
over!) | gotta say the story hit more than a few
chords for me, and not melodiously, either! But
it also immediately brought to my heart and
mind, the deep, deep gratitude | have for being
a member of the Victoria Folk Music Society
these many years! Truly, it has been one of the
great joys in my life and feeling the warmth and
kindness of community each Sunday walking into
Norway House (even before the music starts!) has
been absolutely sustaining.

December has traditionally been the time of
the club’s AGM & Potluck as well, and so it

is this month, Thursday, December 14th to
be exact—noted in the calendar below. As a
completely volunteer-run organization operating
by consensus, where any important decisions
are made and carried out by the folks willing to
attend countless meetings, engage in spirited
discussion, and then do the actual work required
(otherwise known as the folk process!) the VFMS
has never relied on a single meeting like an AGM
to take action beyond a required financial report
and the appointment of four members to serve
as an Executive. These positions, as outlined in
our Constitution and Bylaws (yes, we actually
have such things!) are President, Vice President,
Treasurer, and Secretary — currently Carol Aileen,
Doug Baxter, Helga Woolsey, and Maureen
Campbell, each of whom would be honoured to
continue in said roles for another year. All VFMS
members are welcome to attend and contribute
to this and every other meeting.

Most importantly, the club can ALWAYS use
more help at our weekly gatherings (especially
in the kitchen!) So, if you would like to become
more involved in the club, please do consider
attending our business meetings and also please
do get in touch with our Volunteer Coordinator,

Nancy Taylor. Volunteering is an excellent way to
get to know more people and to feel more a part
of an amazing organization ... and it turns out to
be an effective antidote to loneliness, too—just
ask WHO!

December has also traditionally been the time of
the VFMS Annual Party and Dance, but alas it is
not to be this year. Such news will undoubtedly
be a great disappointment to many, but with
only three Sundays available to sing and play
this month, there just wasn’t time. What there
will be are three amazing features— Shinndig
(the band formerly known as Rig-A-Jig!) the ever
entertaining Clover Point Drifters, and Denis
Donnelly’s Celtic Christmas special — preceeded,
of course, by joyful jams and outstanding open
stages!

Here’s to December and here’s wishing the
best of the season to us alll May 2024 bring an
abundance of peace, justice, and harmony to
the world.

~ Carol Aileen

P.S. Closed for December 24&31, but back in
action Sunday, January 7th with Black Angus!
Happy New Year!!

December 2023 &2

Sunday

Monday -

Tuesday

To see our listing for over 400 Live Music Events, Mostly, for December 2023 go to our webpage on
the VFMS website: victoriafolkmusic.ca/LiveMusicEvents_Mostly_December-2023.html

Wednesday ¢« Thursday -

Friday « Saturday
1 2

VicToriA CONTRADANCE
(Victoria—see p. 2)

Allen Dobb
(BReNTWOOD BAv—see p. 2)

John Reischman +
(Victorin—see p. 2)

Coffeehouse
Open Mic
(Errington—see p. 2)

3 4

VFMS Feature:

5 6

7 8 9

(Victoria—see p. 2)

-~ . Deep Cove Foik
[} Gigi's Open Stage |Drum & Percussion| VFSS Song Circle Anneda HiGHianps CorFeeHOUSE
SHINNDIG' (Victorin—see p. 3) (VicToria—see p. 2) (Vancouver—see p. 2) (SibNEY—see p. 2) CZL\THL MiLLer OWKER CREEK
7:30m—(see p.2) 7:00rM (see p. 2)
Old Time Music Jam | VBA: Bluegrass Jam Chris Ronald & Winter Harp
(Vicroria—see p. 3) (VicToria—see p. 2) John Wort Hannam (Vicrorin—see p. 2) CowicHAn Fork
Lonesome Ace (DuNcAN—sEEP. 2) PotLuck & SonG
A The Great Divide IRCLE

Stringband (Hervann's—see p. 2) 7:30pm (see p. 2)

VFMS Feature: 10
THE CLOVER
PoINT DRIFTERS

Sunday Celtic Session
(Victoria—see p. 2)

1

Gigi's Open Stage

(VictoriA—see p. 3)

Old Time Music Jam
(VictoriA—see p. 3)

12

VBA: Bluegrass Jam
(VictoriA—see p. 2)

13

VFSS Song Circle

(Vancouver—see p. 3)

14

VFMS Business
Meeting!2:30pm
3483 Lovat Avenue
250-475-1355

15

Nanamo FoLx CONNECTION

Potluck & Song

Circle
7:30rm—(see p. 2)

16

Sooke FoLk Music Sociery

Shari Ulrich

7:00pmn—(see p. 2)

Sweet Papa Lowdown
(Duncan—see p. 3)

VFMS Feature: 17
Denis DONNELLY’s
CeLtic CHRISTMAS

18

Gigi's Open Stage

(VictoriA—see p. 3)

Old Time Music Jam
(VictoriA—see p. 3)

19

VBA: Fundraiser!
(VictoriA—see p. 3)

Irish Music Session
(NanAIMo—see p. 3)

20

Daniel Lapp +

(VICTORIA—SEE P. 3)

21

Daniel Lapp +

(VICTORIA—SEE P. 3)

22

23

(ChrAistnas Fes 24

@LOSED

@LOSED

25

CHRISTMAS
DAy

26

27

28

Strumming for Sue
(HERMANN's—see p. 2)

29

COFFEEHOUSE ON GABRIOLA
All Open Stage and

Snack Potluck
7:00rn—(see p. 2)

30

Winter Ball

(MavnE IsLanp—see p. 3)
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Visit the VFMS on the internet— victoriafolkmusic.ca— for more information.
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