
The Victoria Folk Music Society acknowledges with respect and gratitude the Coast Salish People upon whose traditional territories we live, work, and play. We 
honour and give special thanks to the Lekwungen and Saanich peoples: the Songhees, Esquimalt, Tsartlip, Pauquachin, Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations.

The Victoria Folk Newsletter

Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $8.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:30 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ . . . 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o 3483 Lovat Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8X 1T9
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

May 01 ~ Scott Cook & Pamela Mae
Edmonton-based troubadour Scott Cook 
toured almost incessantly across Canada, 
the US, Europe, Asia, Australia, New 
Zealand and elsewhere from 2007 until 
2020, when the pandemic made living in 
a van less appealing. While averaging 150 
shows and a dozen summer festivals every 
year, he also managed to release seven 

albums of plainspoken, keenly observant 
verse along the way.

In 2022 he’s touring his latest collection 
‘Tangle of Souls’ around North America 
with his partner Pamela Mae on upright 
bass and banjo, believing more than ever 
that songs can change your life, and your 
life can change the world.

Sweet SantaFe are: 
Penelope Christine Baxter and 
Michel Rivero Mordoch.

Their infectious rhythms will get your 
toes tapping; their lyrically painted 
scenes enchant and infuse the listener 
with joy. Sweet SantaFe’s distinct style 
has been influenced by North America’s 
Alison Krauss and Sarah McLachlan, 

Cuba’s Pablo Milanes, and Brazil’s 
Tom Jobim.

The idea of Sweet SantaFe was con-
ceived in the fishing district of Santa Fe 
on the outskirts of Havana. Immersed in 
Cuban Culture, Sweet SantaFe evolved 
as two seasoned songwriters learned to 
speak each other’s language through the 
gift of song.

May 08 ~ Sweet SantaFe

The Sue Decker Band delivers a fresh 
blend of original roots and blues. Evocative 
and contemporary songwriting is infused 
with the echoes of early blues, country, and 
jazz plus the sheer joy of making music. 
Sue Decker ’s soulful voice, earthy 
slide-guitar playing, and ‘outlaw country’ 
songwriting sensibility make for a powerful 
combination. In 2019, Sue released her 
debut full-length album “Outskirts of Love” 
to international acclaim.

Denny Box’s spirited drumming draws on 

early jazz and world percussion inspirations and 
always contains some improvisation,keeping 
things fresh in the musical moment.

Gavin Hodgins has always loved music of 
all kinds. These days he is particularly fond of 
the sound of a mandolin playing the blues and 
is thrilled to be able to share this joy with others.

Bruce Cobanli has been playing electric 
and string bass since he was a teenager in 
a wide variety of musical ensembles, from 
swinging jazz big band to funky groove trios to 
country blues collectives.

May 15 ~ The Sue Decker Band

Yes, you read that right! For the first time in decades, 
the VFMS is meeting on a Saturday night! Through 
a combination of circumstance and good fortune 
(long story!) we get to welcome Blackthorn to the 
Folk stage this Saturday, May 21, for an all-evening 
feature concert.

Blackthorn ’s extensive repertoire is 
rooted in the musical traditions of Scotland 
and Ireland as well as the folk music of 
English and French Canada. Their repertoire 
has expanded to include creative original 

compositions that reflect the influences of 
these traditions. From lively jigs and reels, 
to songs with rousing choruses and heart-
wrenching airs and ballads, they bring the 
music to life with their luscious harmonies 
and complex instrumentation.

Blackthorn is also performing at the Victoria 
Highland Games this weekend. (see Page 3)

All-evening concert. No Open Stage. 
This Saturday only.

May 21 ~ A Saturday Folk with Blackthorn

Connie and Niels met in 1980 and have 
been performing together ever since. Their 
musical journey has taken them all over 
the world. Both strong solo performers 
in their own right, they enjoy harnessing 
their vocal harmonies and performing as 
a duo. Although covering many styles of 
music, the husband and wife team were 

both influenced by Gordon Lightfoot, Bob 
Dylan, Joni Mitchell, Peter Paul and Mary, 
and Ian Tyson to name a few. Tonight’s 
feature will include songs by the above as 
well as originals. Connie and Niels are very 
excited to once again be invited to perform 
at the Victoria Folk Music Society. They 
look forward to a musical evening.

May 29 ~ Lebeau-Petersen

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html
http://www.scottcook.net/


The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
The Agi Hall, 465 South Road. Admission 10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

 
Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

 
Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the 
month (September–June)  7:30 pm. Admission $7.50 | Holy Trinity 
United Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Email Nellie Taylor at 
sookefolkmusic@gmail.com or  visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

 
Note: I will be adding other clubs and events as they open up 
and make themselves known to me (possibly by emails . . . ) 
~ your VFMS newsletter editor

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands

The Victoria Folk Music Society
♬

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $8.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$85.00 Individual  $140.00 Family  $20.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email ������������������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ������������������������������� 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������� 250-477-6844

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     
������������������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca

For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com, search for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions 

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 

and surrounding areas.  Its primary purpose is to support 
contact, communication, and coördination between performers, 

presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music.  You must 
subscribe to be able to write to the list—follow the instructions 

on this webpage:
ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

Folk Club Features On The Islands

Cowichan Folk Guild . . . . . . . . . .            ~ Danielle Lebeau Peterson ~ . . . . . . . .          $10.00 
Saturday, May 14th, 7:30 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Sooke Folk Music Society . . . . .     ~ Ross Douglas ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $7.50 
Saturday, May 20th, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 1-250-642-4568

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . . . . .          ~ All Open Stage Night ~ . . . . . . . . . .  $10.00 
Friday, May 27th, 6:30 pm, Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ PSGW Spring Retreat ~ Apr. 28–May 01, Port Orchard, WA | US$400.00

~ Celina & Emily ~ Sun. May 01, 2:00 pm, at Gigi’s Cafe, 1002 Hillside Avenue, 
Victoria. | no cover charge

~ Sweet Alibi ~ Sun. May 01, 7:00 pm, at Hermann’s, 753 View Street, Victoria. 
| $20.00

~ VFMS: Scott Cook & Pamela Mae ~ Sun. May 01, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $8.00

~ VFSS Song Circle ~ Wed. May 04, 7:30 pm, at the Friends’ Meeting House, 
1090 West 70th Avenue, Vancouver.

~ Gravitation (Burke Rosen, Bill Hamilton and Brad Hawkes) ~ 
Fri. May 06, 6:00 pm, at Oaks Restaurant and Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | no cover charge

~ Scott Cook ~ Sat. May 07, 7:30 pm, at Brentwood Bay Village Empourium, 
7103 West Saanich Road, Brentwood Bay. | $25.00

~ Séan McCann ~ Sun. May 08, 7:00 pm, at Hermann’s, 753 View Street, Victoria. 
| $35.00

~ VFMS: Sweet SantaFe ~ Sun. May 08, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $8.00

~ Scott Cook ~ Tue. May 10, 7:30 pm, at Milton Street House Concert, 
421 Milton Street, Nanaimo. | $20.00

~ VBA (Victoria Bluegrass Assoc.): Special Consensus in Concert ~ Thu. May 12, 
7:30 pm, at First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. 
For more: victoriabluegrass.ca | $7.00

~ Clanna Morna ~ Fri. May 13, 7:30 pm, at Brentwood Bay Village Empourium, 
7103 West Saanich Road, Brentwood Bay. | $25.00

~ Valdy ~ Fri. May 13, 7:30 pm, Char’s Landing, 4815 Argyle Street,  
Port Alberni. | $30.00

~ David Essig, Ukrainian Refugee Benefit ~ Sat. May 14, 7:30 pm, 6:00 pm, at the 
Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. 
| $40.00 advance at The Oaks or call 250-590-3155

~ The Songs of Dylan with Sue Medley, Judy & Bruce Wing, Dave Gallant and John Gogo ~ 
Sat. May 14, 7:00 pm, at The Old Church Theatre, 755 Harmston, Courtenay. 
| $25.00  | (Tix at o l d c hu r c ht h e atr e s h ows . co m)

~ Pierre Bensusan Concert ~ Sat. May 14, 7:30 pm, at St. Paul’s Church, 2410 
Malaview Avenue, Sidney. | $36.75

~ Big Mike Fest ~ Sun. May 15, from 11:00 am–5:30 pm, Banfield Park, Victoria.

~ Skye Alexander & Mitch Katz ~ Sun. May 15, 2:00 pm, at Gigi’s Cafe, 
1002 Hillside Avenue, Victoria. | no cover charge

~ VFMS: The Sue Decker Band ~ Sun. May 15, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $8.00

~ VFMS: Blackthorn in Concert ~ Sat. May 21, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $8.00

~ Ally Corbett & Ricard Garvey ~ Sat. May 21, 7:30 pm, Char’s Landing, 
4815 Argyle Street, Port Alberni. | $30.00

~ Heartwood ~ Fri. May 27, 7:30 pm, Char’s Landing, 4815 Argyle Street,  
Port Alberni. | $20.00

~ Roy Forbes ~ Sat. May 28, 7:00 pm, at The Old Church Theatre, 755 Harmston, 
Courtenay. | $25.00

~ VFMS: Lebeau-Petersen ~ Sun. May 29, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $8.00

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~

· Sat. May	 28:	Roy Forbes | 7:30 pm | $25.00 | Bee St.
· Bee St. Concerts at the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 

1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) concerts at 7:30 pm

· First Church of Christ, Scientist, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria.
· Advance tickets online at beaconridgeproductions.com 

~ Victoria Contra Dance (with live band, caller) ~	
· Saturday, May 14:  at St. Luke’s, Cedar Hill X Road, Victoria. 
— victoriacontradance.com
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Note for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!

Music            Islands

Around The

♬ ♬

EST. 1970

Old Town Strings
 Electric and Acoustic Fretted Instrument Repair 

Dylan Rovere
726 Cowper Street,

Victoria, BC V9A 2E9
Tel: 250-383-3413
info@oldtownstrings.com

mailto:colcog@shaw.ca
https://www.islandsfolkfestival.ca/coffeehouse
mailto:sookefolkmusic%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
mailto:featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca
mailto:newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html
mailto:webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca
https://www.facebook.com/VFMS-Victoria-Folk-Music-Society-218461088168584/
mailto:islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
http://ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://www.beaconridgeproductions.com/
http://victoriacontradance.com/
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Big Mike Fest Sunday, May 15, 2022
Banfield Park, VicWest, BC 

The Balkan Babes, Mark Comerford, The Carolina Bluebirds, 
Kuba Oms, Children of Celebrities, Two Wheeler & Friends, 
Novo Drom, Tim Black & Friends, and Caleb Kennedy & 
Friends
The Spiral Café is providing some coffee for us to start the 
Fest off right, so come early to enjoy a late morning / noon 
coffee.
A limited number of tomato starts will be given away (one 
per household) to be taken home, grown and enjoyed, as 
Big Mike loved to do each summer,
AND ‘limited edition’ Big Mike Fest buttons will be on site for 
folks to take home too!
So, pick up a treat from the Spiral Café and/or grab a pizza 
from Fry’s bakery, and come on down and join us for Big 
Mike Fest: Sunday, May 15th 11 to 5 at Banfield Park. 2022 Islands Celtic Festival May 28, 2022

Errington Hall, Errington, BC 

10 am – 3 pm: Farmer’s market and outdoor concert stage 
  (FREE / by donation)
3 pm – 6 pm: Song circles, workshops, & sessions 
  (FREE / by donation)
7 pm – 9 pm: Saturday Night Celtic Concert (tickets: $25, 
  seniors & students $20, kids under 5 FREE)

1. Please: NO performer-supplied amplification. The VFMS is proud 
to provide our audience with an Acoustic (“Unplugged”) experience.

2. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-arranged with 
the host.

3. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there are not 
enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

4. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local musicians 
new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844 !

VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines

Folk’n Parking (‘Norway House’ parking lot…)
On Sunday nights, please remember that parking is:
• NOT allowed next door in the 

Sikh Temple lot, off Graham. 
You could be towed!

• NOT allowed right beside the 
hall as it is a designated fire lane. 
Ditto!

• reserved for Feature Performers 
with orange cones. Please leave 
lots of room.

• easier when you carpool.

• unrestricted on streets south of 
Hillside.

• allowed in the lot behind 
Monarch Furnishings, off Prior. 
Thanks, M o n a r c h ! !

• tricky on side-streets. Please 
respect ‘Residential Parking Only’ 
signs.

• easiest when you walk, bike, or 
take the bus!

Monarch Furnishings • 1120 Hillside Avenue
Tony Martin, Owner • monarchfurnishings.com

We Love Volunteers!
The Victoria Folk Music Society is and always has been an 
entirely volunteer-run organization: from the newsletter editor, 
to the feature coordinator, to the set-up crew and the host, to 
the folks at the door and those in the kitchen, to everybody 
else who pitches in one way or another to make our folk club 
run so smoothly. Truly, it takes a community to run the VFMS 
and immense thanks goes to all the volunteers who share so 
generously of their time, talent, and energy!

That being said, the club can ALWAYS use more help, so if you 
would like to be more involved, please do let our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Nancy Taylor, know! Volunteering is a great 
way to get to know more people and to feel more a part of an 
amazing organization. To offer your help or just to find out more 
about the club’s needs and volunteer opportunities, please feel 
welcome to contact Nancy anytime at (250)477-6844 or email 
her at <nancy.taylor@shaw.ca>

Although we haven’t reopened the kitchen yet, it is especially 
volunteer-intensive and will require up to 10 people each night! 
Who knew? Nancy Taylor knew, and she also knows that many 
hands make light work! HUGE thanks to her for coordinating 
them all!!

Performer Guidelines (How to please our audience!)
Welcome to the Victoria Folk Music Society’s weekly gathering! We 
hope you enjoy playing here—so here’s a bit of performance advice 
on what works best for our club. Some of the suggestions may seem 
obvious, while others may not have occurred to you before.
1.	 Please be considerate and don’t go overtime. There is a ten-

minute limit for open-stage sets and ten minutes goes by fast—
especially if you’re tuning up, and talking about yourself and 
your music, as well as playing! Pace yourself accordingly, which 
means you’ve probably got time for two songs unless they’re 
particularly short ones. When in doubt, check with the host.

2.	 Perform to be heard. The acoustics are great in this hall, but 
you still need to project so that the people at the back can hear 
you. Consider standing up while you perform; otherwise, your 
sound may not get much beyond the first row. Remember that 
folk-song lyrics are at least as important as the music. If you’re 
singing and playing, especially in a group, you may need to sing 

louder and/or play softer to ensure that your words are heard 
by all.

3.	 Present well-practiced material. The Folk Club is an excellent 
place to try out new material with a receptive audience, but it’s 
not the place to “fake it till you make it”! Please respect yourself 
and your audience enough to practice your material before you 
come.

4.	 Consider playing a cover song with a chorus in your set, 
especially one that’s well known. Our audience loves to sing 
along! If the song isn’t well known, prompt us the first time so 
we know when and what to sing.

5.	 Plan to stay and listen to others play. It’s a great way to meet 
people and also to pick up new material and performance ideas.

6.	 Have fun and we hope to see you again! If you’d like some 
feedback on your performance, please feel free to ask.

Available as a downloadable PDF: victoriafolkmusic.ca/pdf/VFMS_Performer_Guidelines.pdf

Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.

Victoria Highland Games May 21–22, 2022
Topaz Park, Victoria, BC 

•	 May 21: Terry Boyle and Ceilidh Briscoe | 11:00am
•	 May 21: Blackthorn | 2:30pm
•	 May 22: Blackthorn | 4:00pm

A variety of events and prices victoriahighlandgames.com

Ruby’s Barn, 4910 West Saanich Road

Sat. May 7, 6:30 to 8:30 (Doors at 6pm)
 Beautiful Luck & Group Therapy in Concert
$15 Donation • In Support of Ukrainian Refugees

Saturday May 14 (Doors at 7:30pm)
 Sarah Smith & Wynn Gogol
suggested donation $20.00 • RSVP

mailto:nancy.taylor%40shaw.ca?subject=
http://www.victoriafolkmusic.ca/pdf/VFMS_Performer_Guidelines.pdf
https://victoriahighlandgames.com/


V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 29

Lebeau-Petersen

30 31
Victoria Bluegrass Society 

AGM! Cake! 
Hat Bands!

– 4 –

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday•• • • • •

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 1

Scott Cook & 
Pamela Mae

Celina & Emily 
(Gigi’s Cafe—see p. 2)

Sweet Alibi 
(Hermann’s—see p. 2)

2 3 4
VFSS Song Circle 

(Vancouver—see p. 2)

5 6
Gravitation 

(Oaks—see p. 2)

7
Scott Cook 

(BBVE—see p. 2)

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 8

Sweet SantaFe

Séan McCann 
(Hermann’s—see p. 2)

9 10
Scott Cook 

(Nanaimo—see p. 2)

11 12
The Special 
Consensus 

(Victoria—see p. 2)

13
Hounds of 
Cuchulain 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

Clanna Morna 
(BBVE—see p. 2)

Valdy 
(Port Alberni—see p. 2)

14
David Essig 

(Oaks—see p. 2)

Cowichan Folk 
Danielle Lebeau 

Peterson 
7:00 pm (see p. 2)

Pierre Bensusan 
(Sidney—see p. 2)

Songs of Dylan 
(Courtenay—see p. 2)

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 15

The Sue Decker 
Band

Skye Alexander & 
(Gigi’s Cafe—see p. 2)

Big Mike Fest 
(VicWest—see p. 2)

16 17 18 19 20 21
V F M S   F e a t u r e :

Blackthorn 
Concert

So o k e  Fo l k  Cl u b 
Ross Douglas 
7:30 pm—(see p. 2)

Corbett & Garvey 
(Port Alberni—see p. 2)

V FM S :
 22

CLOSE D! 
(S e e  S a t u r d a y  M a y  21)

23 24 25
Roy Forbes 

(Courtenay—see p. 2)

26 27
Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
Open Stage Night 

6:30 pm—(see p. 2)

Heartwood 
(Port Alberni—see p. 2)

28
Roy Forbes 
( BRP · see p. 2)

Islands 
Celtic Festival 
(Errington—see p. 3)

Ryan MacMahon 
(Duncan—see p. 2)

V F M S 
N e w s l e t t e r 
D e a d l i n e !

VFMS Business 
Meeting

2:30 pm

3483 Lovat Avenue

As legally required, the Victoria Folk Music Society 
follows all Public Health Orders (PHOs). In the case 
of COVID-19, restrictions have been subject to change, 
sometimes with very little notice, so we will do our 
best to keep well-informed and always follow the most 
current rules. Although the public order requiring 
masking indoors was lifted March 11th, the VFMS still 
strongly encourages everybody to continue to mask-up 
and respect social distancing while at the Folk club. 

Many of our members are older or have health con-
ditions that put them at increased risk of infection, 
and such kindness goes a long way to respect and 
protect those who are vulnerable. Although it should 
go without saying, if you are sick or have been exposed 
to COVID-19 or any other infectious disease, please 
stay home and take care until you know you are well. 
 
Everyone’s cooperation is appreciated…immensely!

Welcome Back, Folks! Be Kind, Be Calm, Be Safe

our features in June 2022:
June 05 ~ The Clover Point Drifters 

June 12 ~ Kevin Mitchell with Chad Pabianek 
June 19 ~ Tammy Fassaert 

June 26 ~ Anishinaabe Mitchell Sisters; 
  Zonnis; and Thomas P Radcliffe


