
The Victoria Folk Music Society acknowledges with respect and gratitude the Coast Salish People upon whose traditional territories we live, work, and play. We 
honour and give special thanks to the Lekwungen and Saanich peoples: the Songhees, Esquimalt, Tsartlip, Pauquachin, Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations.

The Victoria Folk Newsletter

Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $8.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:30 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ . . . 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o 3483 Lovat Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8X 1T9
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

As legally required, the Victoria Folk Music Society follows 
all Public Health Orders. Since COVID-19 restrictions have been 
subject to change, sometimes with very little notice, we will do 
our best to keep well-informed and follow the most current rules. 
In the case of masking and social distancing, although public 
orders (PHOs) may no longer be in place, we strongly encour-
age everyone to continue these practices while at the Folk club. 

Many of our members are older or have health challenges that 
put them at increased risk of infection, and such kindness goes a 
long way to respect and protect those who may be most vulner-
able. While it should go without saying, if you are sick or have 
been exposed to COVID-19 or any other infectious condition, 
please stay home and take care until you know you are well.

Welcome Back, Folks! Be Kind, Be Calm, Be Safe

April 3 ~ Black Angus Trio
Black Angus’ long standing in Victoria has 
been about good humour, good friends, 
and good music. The powerful harmonic 
vocal duo at their core is Gareth 
Hurwood and Alex MacCuaig, whose 
evolving take on the Celtic tradition began 
in 2007. Accompanying themselves deftly 
on acoustic guitar and upright bass, the 
boys of Black Angus delve into the familiar 

and the original. From the Celtic repertoire 
and Beyond, Gareth and Alex bring 
their own style, energy and passion to a 
growing catalogue of song. This time out 
at the favoured VFMS, the boys are pleased 
to introduce flat-land fiddler, Emily 
Dubois, in Victoria since 2019! Emily 
completed her diploma in Contemporary 
Musical Performance under Daniel Lapp.

This Jazz trio is made up of Bryon 
Thompson on Baritone Ukulele, 
Clayton Long on Tenor Ukulele and 
Freda Eckstein on Bass and Tenor 
Ukuleles. All three musicians are lead 
vocalists with years of experience.

Together as Uke’s Misbehaving these 
fun-loving three will share with you their 
love of music and of Jazz in particular. 

Their passion for the ukulele and its unique 
sound is evident in their interpretations 
of a wide selection of some much-loved 
Jazz Standards and a sprinkling of chart 
toppers—and folk songs. You’re sure to 
enjoy the songs and arrangements they 
have in store when they get to Misbehavin’ 
for you!

April 10 ~ Uke’s Misbehaving

Rockland Moran, Gillian Wale, Tony 
& Kristia Di Gregorio are bringing the 
spirit of the ancient Ranters to life with 
their blend of Roots, Folk, and Americana 
music. The Ranters sing the dark into 
the light, harmonizing a healthy contempt 
for authority with humour and optimism.
• Rockland has shared the stage with Roy 
Rogers, Blind Boy Paxton, Leo Bud Welch, 
 

Leela Gilday at the Vancouver Island Music 
Fest.
• Gillian, drawn towards the tradition of 
the autoharp, is known widely in autoharp 
circles in the U.S.
• Tony, a fine guitarist and guitar builder, 
now playing bass with The Ranters.
• Kristia, local singer-songwriter was 
named ‘Female Vocalist of the Year’ at the 
Vancouver Island Music Awards.

April 17 ~ The Ranters

There will be no Open Stage this evening.

To celebrate the re-opening of 
The Folk after the pandemic restrictions, 
as well as our Folk Club’s 47th Anniversary, 
we are presenting a gaggle of long-time 
performers who have helped to keep our 
stage alive with music since the beginning! 
The show will feature performances 

by Rig-A-Jig,  Rick   Van   Krugel 
and Russ  Godfrey, Jim  Moffatt, 
Paddy  Hernon, Don  Chambers, 
Virgo  Rising, Kevin  Woodward, 
The  Carolina  Bluebirds, Maureen 
Campbell, and maybe a surprise or two! 
The show has been put together by Denis 
Donnelly, who is hosting the evening.

These wonderful acts will comprise our 

All-Evening Feature, so we will have a good 
look back—and forward—as our stage 
re-opens to the wealth of music coming up 
in the weeks, months, and years to come!

Again, there is no Open Stage 
this evening only.

April 24 ~ Denis Donnelly’s VFMS Anniversary Show

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
The Roxy Theatre, 377 Berry Point Road. Admission 10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

 
Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

 
Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October thru April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

 
Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the 
month (September–June)  7:30 pm. Admission $7.50 | Holy Trinity 
United Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Email Nellie Taylor at 
sookefolkmusic@gmail.com or  visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

 
Note: I will be adding other clubs and events as they open up 
and make themselves known to me (possibly by emails . . . ) 
~ your VFMS newsletter editor

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands

The Victoria Folk Music Society
♬

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $8.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$85.00 Individual  $140.00 Family  $20.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email ������������������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ������������������������������� 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������� 250-477-6844
Promotions:  Rick Lester ������������������������� vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     
������������������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca

For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com, search for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions 

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 

and surrounding areas.  Its primary purpose is to support 
contact, communication, and coördination between performers, 

presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music.  You must 
subscribe to be able to write to the list—follow the instructions 

on this webpage:
ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

Folk Club Features On The Islands

Cowichan Folk Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   ~ Tony Turner ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $10.00 
Saturday, April 9th, 7:30 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Salt Spring Folk Club . . . . . . . . .         ~ Gumboot GALA ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      $25.00 
Monday, April 11th (?), 7:00 pm, Saltspring Island

Sooke Folk Music Society . . . .      ~ Threewheeler ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $7.50 
Saturday, April 16th, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 1-250-642-4568

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . . . . .          ~ All Open Stage Night ~ . . . . . . . . . .  $10.00 
Friday, April 29th, 7:00 pm, Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ Stephen Fearing ~ Fri. Apr. 01, 7:30 pm, at Hermann’s, 753 View Street, Victoria. 

| $30.00 / $35.00 at door

~ Sue Decker Band ~ Fri. Apr. 01, 7:30 pm, at Oaks Restaurant and Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | no cover charge

~ Valdy ~ Sat. Apr. 02, 7:00 pm, at Hermann’s, 753 View Street, Victoria. | $25.00

~ The Fretless ~ Sat. Apr. 02, 7:30 pm, at St. Andrews United Church, 
311 Fitzwilliam Street, Nanaimo. | $25.00

~ Sara Rose ~ Sun. Apr. 03, 2:00 pm, at Gigi’s Cafe, 1002 Hillside Avenue, Victoria. 
| no cover charge

~ VFMS: Black Angus Trio ~ Sun. Apr. 03, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $8.00

~ VFSS Song Circle ~ Wed. Apr. 06, 7:30 pm, at the Friends’ Meeting House, 
1090 West 70th Avenue, Vancouver.

~ The Hounds of Chuculainn ~ Thu. Apr. 07, 7:30 pm, at Mary’s Bleue Moon, 
9535 Canora Road, Sidney. | no cover charge

~ Big Little Lions ~ Thu. Apr. 07, 7:30 pm, at Milton St. House Concert, 
421 Milton Street, Nanaimo. | $20.00

~ Daniel Cook Trio ~ Fri. Apr. 08, 7:30 pm, at Brentwood Bay Village Empourium, 
7103 West Saanich Road, Brentwood Bay. | $25.00

~ WiL ~ Fri. Apr. 08, 7:30 pm, Char’s Landing, 4815 Argyle Street,  
Port Alberni. | $25.00

~ The Ranters ~ Sat. Apr. 09, 7:30 pm, at Duncan Showroom, 131 Station Street, 
Duncan. | $15.00 – $20.00

~ Big Little Lions ~ Sat. Apr. 09, 7:30 pm, at The Old Church Theatre, Courtenay. 
| $25.00

~ VFMS: Uke’s Misbehaving ~ Sun. Apr. 10, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $8.00

~ The High Bar Gang ~ Mon. Apr. 11, 7:30 pm, at The Port Theatre, 125 Front Street, 
Nanaimo. | $40.00

~ The Hounds of Chuculainn ~ Thu. Apr. 14, 7:30 pm, at Mary’s Bleue Moon, 
9535 Canora Road, Sidney. | no cover charge

~ Daniel Lapp’s Joy of Life Concert ~ Sat. Apr. 16, 7:30 pm, at Alix Goolden 
Performance Hall, 907 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. | $16.17 – $26.15

~ VFMS: The Ranters ~ Sun. Apr. 17, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $8.00

~ Terry Boyle ~ Wed. Apr. 20, 7:30 pm, at Milton St. House Concert, 421 Milton Street, 
Nanaimo. | $20.00

~ Los Gringos Locos ~ Thu. Apr. 21, 7:30 pm, at Mary’s Bleue Moon, 
9535 Canora Road, Sidney. | no cover charge

~ Jim Byrnes ~ Sat. Apr. 23, 7:00 pm, at the Queen’s, 34 Victoria Crescent, Nanaimo. 
| $35.00

~ VFMS: Denis Donnelly’s VFMS Anniversary Show ~ Sun. Apr. 24, 7:30 pm, 
(Norway House) | $8.00

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~

· Fri. Apr.	 09:	Quinn Bachand’s Brishen | 7:30 pm | $25.00 | Bee St. 
· Sat. Apr.	 10:	Quinn Bachand’s Brishen | 7:30 pm | $25.00 | Bee St. 
· Fri. Apr.	 15:	Steve Dawson CD Release | 7:30 pm | Advance tix: $35.00 |

| Pandora Avenue

· Bee St. Concerts at the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 
1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) concerts at 7:30 pm

· First Church of Christ, Scientist, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria.
· Advance tickets online at beaconridgeproductions.com 

~ Coombs Country Opera ~ Fri. Apr. 22, 7:00 pm, at Coombs Rodeo Grounds, 
2601 Alberni Highway, Coombs, BC. 
| “It’s an open mic for country, folk, and roots type music.”
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Note for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!

Music            Islands

Around The

♬ ♬

EST. 1970

Old Town Strings
 Electric and Acoustic Fretted Instrument Repair 

Dylan Rovere
726 Cowper Street,

Victoria, BC V9A 2E9
Tel: 250-383-3413
info@oldtownstrings.com

mailto:colcog@shaw.ca
https://www.islandsfolkfestival.ca/coffeehouse
http://saltspringfolkclub.com/
mailto:sookefolkmusic%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
mailto:vfmspromotions@shaw.ca
mailto:featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca
mailto:newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html
mailto:webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca
https://www.facebook.com/VFMS-Victoria-Folk-Music-Society-218461088168584/
mailto:islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
http://ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://www.beaconridgeproductions.com/


– 3 –

Festival du Bois April 1–3, 2022
Mackin Park, 1046 Brunette Avenue, Coquitlam, BC 

Festival du Bois welcomes everyone back to their 33rd 
edition - live in Coquitlam’s Mackin Park, April 1-3. This year, 
Maillardville’s Music Festival features the rollicking zydeco 
sounds of Le Winston Band, traditional Québécois tunes 
and podorythmie from Le Diable à Cinq, the powerhouse 
Celtic roots and rhythms of The McDades, Alpha Yaya 
Diallo’s award-winning West African guitar, Locarno’s Latin 
grooves, the fiddles and dance of the Métis Jiggers—and 
so much more. There are lively performers in the Children’s 
Tent, craft vendors, workshops with festival artists, on-site 
exhibits and entertainments—and a range of great food 
offerings including maple taffy on snow and delicious 
French Canadian cuisine traditionnelle.

Tickets are affordable and family friendly. For full info, 
performance schedules and ticket info, see:

www.festivaldubois.ca

1. Please: NO performer-supplied amplification. The VFMS is proud 
to provide our audience with an Acoustic (“Unplugged”) experience.

2. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-arranged with 
the host.

3. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there are not 
enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

4. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local musicians 
new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844 !

VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines

Folk’n Parking (‘Norway House’ parking lot…)
On Sunday nights, please remember that parking is:
• NOT allowed next door in the 

Sikh Temple lot, off Graham. 
You could be towed!

• NOT allowed right beside the 
hall as it is a designated fire lane. 
Ditto!

• reserved for Feature Performers 
with orange cones. Please leave 
lots of room.

• easier when you carpool.

• unrestricted on streets south of 
Hillside.

• allowed in the lot behind 
Monarch Furnishings, off Prior. 
Thanks, M o n a r c h ! !

• tricky on side-streets. Please 
respect ‘Residential Parking Only’ 
signs.

• easiest when you walk, bike, or 
take the bus!

Monarch Furnishings • 1120 Hillside Avenue
Tony Martin, Owner • monarchfurnishings.com

Happy Anniversary, 
Victoria Folk Music Society!
Hard to believe, but this month, April 2022, marks the 47th anniversary 
of the start of the VFMS ! Amazing, eh? Admittedly, the last two years 
of suspended animation makes the math a little tricky … like maybe 
it’s really only our 45th anniversary?? … but regardless, we have so 
much to celebrate!

The first get-together of the club (initially dubbed the Folklore Society) 
was Sunday, April 27, 1975, right here in Norway House. 8pm. Fifty 
cents for everyone! To quote The Folklore Centre newsletter of the time, 
“the plan for these gatherings is to have the majority of the evening 
open for anyone to play, but also to have a featured performer or 
group, local or visiting”. “There will be lots of opportunity for you to 
play if you want, so bring instruments…and please come — good 
music guaranteed!”

The rest, as they say, is history! The years have flowed on by, members 
and performers have come and gone — far too many gone to the 
great beyond, may they rest in peace. The gatherings grew from twice 
a month to every Sunday night, from a couple dozen folks to often 
eighty or more, the starting time moved to 7:30, 6:45 if you wanted to 
jam, and after MUCH discussion we eventually even added stage lights 
and a choir mic! Talk about radical change!

Which gets us to the here and now, finally gathering together 
again after two very long, very trying years of a pandemic that has 
challenged and continues to challenge each of us, our community, 
our country, our world in ways we had never imagined possible. In 
celebration of our reopening and our 45/46/47th anniversary this 
month, we are grateful to be joining together with Denis Donnelly and 
a “gaggle of long-time performers who have helped to keep our stage 
alive with music since the beginning”. Welcome back, folks! And may 
our days and years ahead once again be filled with music, song, and 
some sweet harmony.

Performer Guidelines (How to please our audience!)
Welcome to the Victoria Folk Music Society’s weekly gathering! We 
hope you enjoy playing here—so here’s a bit of performance advice 
on what works best for our club. Some of the suggestions may seem 
obvious, while others may not have occurred to you before.
1.	 Please be considerate and don’t go overtime. There is a ten-

minute limit for open-stage sets and ten minutes goes by fast—
especially if you’re tuning up, and talking about yourself and 
your music, as well as playing! Pace yourself accordingly, which 
means you’ve probably got time for two songs unless they’re 
particularly short ones. When in doubt, check with the host.

2.	 Perform to be heard. The acoustics are great in this hall, but 
you still need to project so that the people at the back can hear 
you. Consider standing up while you perform; otherwise, your 
sound may not get much beyond the first row. Remember that 
folk-song lyrics are at least as important as the music. If you’re 
singing and playing, especially in a group, you may need to sing 

louder and/or play softer to ensure that your words are heard 
by all.

3.	 Present well-practiced material. The Folk Club is an excellent 
place to try out new material with a receptive audience, but it’s 
not the place to “fake it till you make it”! Please respect yourself 
and your audience enough to practice your material before you 
come.

4.	 Consider playing a cover song with a chorus in your set, 
especially one that’s well known. Our audience loves to sing 
along! If the song isn’t well known, prompt us the first time so 
we know when and what to sing.

5.	 Plan to stay and listen to others play. It’s a great way to meet 
people and also to pick up new material and performance ideas.

6.	 Have fun and we hope to see you again! If you’d like some 
feedback on your performance, please feel free to ask.

Available as a downloadable PDF: victoriafolkmusic.ca/pdf/VFMS_Performer_Guidelines.pdf

Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.

~ Recommended by J. Iredale ~

The Campbell Bay Music Festival, June 24–26, 2022, 
327 Campbell Bay Road, Mayne Island, BC

Tickets go on sale March 21 and volunteer applications 
open in early April.
• https://www.campbellbaymusicfest.com/

“Connect with us on Facebook to receive postings about 
our artists in the lead up to the Festival!”
• https://www.facebook.com/campbellbaymusicfest/

Closer to your travel date, check the Ferry schedules at
• https://www.bcferries.com/

( . . . maybe book your ferry passage to Mayne Island)

https://www.festivaldubois.ca/
http://www.victoriafolkmusic.ca/pdf/VFMS_Performer_Guidelines.pdf
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday•• • • • •

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 3

Black Angus Trio

Sara Rose 
(Gigi’s Cafe—see p. 2)

4 5 6
VFSS Song Circle 

(Vancouver—see p. 2)

7
The Hounds of 

Chuculainn 
(Bleue Moon—see p. 2)

Big Little Lions 
(Nanaimo—see p. 2)

8
Daniel Cook Trio 

(BBVE—see p. 2)

WiL 
(Port Alberni—see p. 2)

9
Quinn Bachand’s 

Brishen 
( BRP · see p. 2)

Cowichan Folk 
Tony Turner 
7:00 pm (see p. 2)

Big Little Lions 
(Courtenay—see p. 2)

The Ranters 
(Duncan—see p. 2)

1
Sue Decker Band 

(Oaks—see p. 2)

Stephen Fearing 
(Hermann’s—see p. 2)

2
Valdy 

(Hermann’s—see p. 2)

The Fretless 
(Nanaimo—see p. 2)

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 10

Uke’s Misbehaving

Quinn Bachand’s Brishen 
( BRP · see p. 2)

11
High Bar Gang 
(Nanaimo—see p. 2)

SaltSpring Folk Club 
Gumboot GALA 

(see p. 2)

12 13 14
The Hounds of 

Chuculainn 
(Bleue Moon—see p. 2)

15
Steve Dawson 

CD Release 
( BRP · see p. 2)

16
Daniel Lapp’s Joy 

of Life Concert 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

So o k e  Fo l k  Cl u b 
Threewheeler 
7:30 pm—(see p. 2)

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 17

The Ranters

18 19 20
Terry Boyle 

(Nanaimo—see p. 2)

21
Los Gringos 

Locos 
(Bleue Moon—see p. 2)

22 23
Jim Byrnes 

(Nanaimo—see p. 2)

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 24

Denis’s VFMS 
Anniversary Show

25 26 27 28 29
Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
Open Stage Night 

7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

30

V F M S 
N e w s l e t t e r 
D e a d l i n e !

VFMS Business 
Meeting

2:30 pm

3483 Lovat Avenue

—for New Year’s, birthdays, occasions, being generous—

Victoria Folk Music Society Merchandise
~ Decals $2 .00 ~ Suitable for car windows, guitar cases, what have you
~ Guest Passes $8.00 ~ Valid for one adult admission to the Sunday Folk Club
~ ToteBags $10.00 ~ A classy light-weight bag for carrying your Folk- or non-Folk- stuff
~ Tee-Shirts $15.00–25.00 ~ The ultimate fashion statement for the folk aficionado
~ Gift Certificates $85.00 Individual or $140.00 Family ~ Valid for a year’s membership

All may be purchased at the Sunday Night Folk (“Norway House”)

V FM S :   May 01: Scott Cook & Pamela Mae  |  May 08: Sweet SantaFe  |  May 15: Sue Decker  |  May 22: **CLOSED**  |  May 29: Lebeau-Petersen…


