
The Victoria Folk Music Society acknowledges with respect and gratitude the Coast Salish People upon whose traditional territories we live, work, and play. We 
honour and give special thanks to the Lekwungen and Saanich peoples: the Songhees, Esquimalt, Tsartlip, Pauquachin, Tsawout and Tseycum First Nations.

The Victoria Folk Newsletter

Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $7.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

Born in Copenhagen, Denmark, Niels 
Petersen  has been a performing 
musician, producer, and song-writer, 
since his move to Canada. A prolif ic 
composer, Niels has over 100 songs 
and compositions in his catalogue; he 
has written music for CBC  radio shows, 
television, and documentaries.

Originally from Brandon, Manitoba, 
Connie Lebeau moved to the west 
coast of Canada, teaming up with husband 
Niels Petersen. She has toured from coast 
to coast with Canadian troubadour Valdy, 
as well as with Shari Ulrich, Gary Fjellgaard, 
Roy Forbes, Connie Caldor, and opened up 
shows for Dolly Parton.

December 15 ~ The Lebeau-Petersen Duo

In the modern musical landscape, it’s rare to 
hear something as put-together as three-piece 
Cascadian folk outfit West My Friend—
something so layered, deeply symphonic, 
baroque, and mysterious in its own winking 
way, while still courting an edge of disaster. 
Simple is safe, but complex is fiery, intricate, 
and ultimately more rewarding.
Mingling grassroots guitar,  mandolin, 
accordion, orchestral instruments,  and 

interweaving harmonies, their latest album “In 
Constellation” features longtime members 
Eden Oliver, Alex Rempel and Jeff 
Poynter conceiving a new box, then thinking 
outside of it. With over 650 performances and 
several tours under their collective belt, West 
My Friend is bringing forth a new sound 
you’ve never known you’ve wanted and new 
meaning to the things you’ve never known 
you needed.

December 08 ~ West My Friend

After many years on the Americana/Folk 
circuit, Mark Stuart has cultivated a very 
rounded performance. His show consists of 
storytelling, flashy guitar “chops”, and songs 
that seem to draw from his rock, blues, 
country, and folk music roots. One can find 
Mark on any given night in a small theater, 
coffeehouse, house concert, festival stage, 
club, church auditorium, etc., giving it his all. 

Aside from that, he could be instructing at 
a guitar clinic or songwriting workshop, or 
playing on someone’s recording session. As 
co-owner of Gearle Records he has produced 
or co-produced many albums. Stuart’s 
career has repeatedly taken him to all of 
the USA, Canada, Europe, and the United 
Kingdom, and, has spanned several decades.

December 01 ~ Mark Stuart

Cluny Macpherson is a true original. 
He has traveled across Canada by bus, 
rail, and thumb. His songs have been 
described as “perfect and timeless”. He 
writes about Sudbury, globalization, 
tragedy, and his daughter. And, he 
makes a mean hollandaise. He can play 
the guitar, banjo, bass, and mandolin. 

Cluny currently resides in Victoria, BC, 
and has been said to possess Victoria’s 
“most authentic bluegrass voice.”
Cluny hasn’t played for the Folk since 
2013 and (like us) is excited for his return! 
And he will be joined by the fabulous 
Baker Brothers, Mick and Patrick.

December 22 ~ The Cluny Macpherson Trio

Bring your dancing shoes, some finger food, 
and a whole lot of seasonal cheer (non-
alcoholic, please!) to the club’s annual year-end 
party. Rig-A-Jig will provide the music, guest-
callers the dancing instructions, and Morris 
Dancers their unique style of entertainment.

Rig-A-Jig sprung from the Morris and Folk 
Club scene, and has spanned the entire last 
two decades of the Victoria Folk Music Society. 

Known for its upbeat Celtic music, the band 
regularly plays gigs, weddings, and dances—
especially contra dances.

The band consists of Molly Raher Newman 
on percussion, mandolin, and lap dulcimer; 
Dick Pollard on fiddle; Ian Johnston on 
guitar; Karen Gillmore on flutes and banjo; 
Patty Castle on bass; and all of the above 
on vocals.

December 29 ~ Seasonal Party with Rig-A-Jig

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


Folk Club Features On The Islands

Deep Cove Folk  . . . . .     ~ A Clover Point Drifters Christmas Show  ~ . . . .      $10.00 
Friday, December 13th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Highlands Folk . . . . . .        ~ Duncan Sutherland with Homespun  ~ . . . . . . . . .         $7.00 
Saturday, December 14th, 7:30 pm, Victoria. 778-678-2409

Cowichan Folk Guild . . .    ~ Annual Potluck & Singalong Song Circle ~ .   $10.00 
Saturday, December 14th, 7:30 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Nanaimo Folk Connection . . .    ~ Song Circle & Food Bank Donation ~ .   Free! 
Friday, December 20th, 7:00 pm, Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Sooke Folk Music Society . ~ Winter Celebration Sing-Along Open Stage ~ . $7.50 
Saturday, December 21th, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 1-250-642-4568

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . ~ All Open Stage featuring Songs of Hank Williams ~ . $10.00 
Friday, December 27th, 7:00 pm, Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ VFMS: Mark Stuart ~ Sunday, December 1st, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ Pierre Schryer’s Fiddle Connections ~ Monday, December 2nd, Hermann’s 
Jazz Club, 753 View St, Victoria. | 250-388-9166 | $12.00 | hermannsjazz.com

~ John Reischman’s Bluegrass Christmas ~ Saturday, Dec. 7th, 7:30 pm, Cordova 
Bay United Church, 813 Claremont Avenue, Victoria. | $25.00 Advance, $30.00 Door

~ VFMS: West My Friend ~ Sunday, Dec. 8th, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ Big Hank’s Blues Songs of Christmas ~  Friday, December 13th, 7:30 pm, 
at the Mary Winspear Centre, Sidney. | tickets at marywinspear.ca 

~ VFMS: The Lebeau-Petersen Duo ~ Sunday, Dec. 15th, 7:30 pm, (Norway 
House) | $7.00

~ VBA (Victoria Bluegrass Association): Holiday Jam, Band Scramble, & 
Fundraiser ~ Tuesday, December 17th, 7:45 pm, at First Church of Christ 
Scientist, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. For more: victoriabluegrass.ca | $7.00

~ Rig-A-Jig ~ Friday, December 20th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Daniel Lapp’s Home for Christmas Concert ~ Friday, December 20th, 
7:30 pm, at the Alix Goolden Performance Hall, 907 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. 
| $16.00

~ Daniel Lapp’s Home for Christmas Concert ~ Saturday, December 21th, 
2:00 pm, at the Alix Goolden Performance Hall, 907 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. 
| $16.00

~ Daniel Lapp’s Home for Christmas Concert ~ Saturday, December 21th, 
7:30 pm, at the Alix Goolden Performance Hall, 907 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. 
| $16.00

~ VFMS: Cluny Macpherson Trio ~ Sunday, Dec. 22nd, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | 
$7.00

~ Bijoux du Bayou ~ Friday, December 27th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & 
Grill, 2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ VFMS: Seasonal Party with Rig-A-Jig ~ Sunday, December 29th, 7:30 pm, 
(Norway House) | $7.00

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~	
· Fri.  Dec. 06:  Matt Patershuk with Steve Dawson & Friends | $25.00 | Bee St. 
· Sat. Dec. 07:  Charlie Hunter & Lucy Woodward | $25.00 | Bee St. 
· Sat. Dec. 31:  New Year’s Eve Dinner & Dance with Groove Kitchen | 
    $85.00 | Bee St.

· Bee St. Concerts at the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 
1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) concerts at 7:30 pm

· Advance tickets at Ivy’s Bookshop, Oak Bay Recreation Centre reception, 
online at beaconridgeproductions.com — or Add $5.00 More at the door

~ Duncan Showroom ~	

· Sun.  Dec.  15:  The Gathering of Toilet Paper 2019 Extravaganza 
2:00PM–10:00PM Toilet paper is a necessity too often overlooked in the 
overall scheme of thangs— this is the second year where we have asked the 
general public to consider donating toilet paper for the empty shelves at the 
food bank not only during our musical telethon but right up to the new year…
we can help people to feel like possibly they do have ‘their shit together’ going 
into 2020. Valley musicians will gather to entertain from 2pm till 10pm—those 
committed to performing are Eugene Smith, Andy McCormick, Amanda 
Nixon, James Meyer, Jared Popma, The Porter Brothers, Kelly Roxanne 
Gervan, Bill Levity, Scott McGill, Steve McKinnon, Randy & friends, Malakai 
Hardware Girls, Louis Morten, and more—by  donation!

at The Duncan Showroom, 131 Station Street, Duncan, B.C.

And in 2020: Play more music with other folks!

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
The Roxy Theatre, 377 Berry Point Road. Admission 10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

 
Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

 
Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Road. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

 
Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October–July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $7.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

 
Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 7:00 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

 
Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October–April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $10.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March and April.)

 
Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October thru April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

 
Sayward Valley Folk Music Society ~ Meets 2nd & 4th Sunday of 
the month (January–November) at Sayward Heritage Hall, 1257 Sayward 
Road, Sayward, BC | Door 6:30 pm; Show 7:00 pm | Admission $10.00 | 
Contact Bob at rsampson@saywardvalley.net, or phone 250-282-0134

 
Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the 
month (September–June)  7:30 pm. Admission $7.50 | Holy Trinity 
United Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Email Nellie Taylor at 
sookefolkmusic@gmail.com or  visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
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Note for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!

Music            Islands

Around The

♬ ♬

The Victoria Folk Music Society
♬

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $7.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$75.00 Individual  $120.00 Family  $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email ������������������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ������������������������������� 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������� 250-477-6844
Promotions:  Rick Lester ������������������������� vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       
������������������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca

For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com, search for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions 

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 

and surrounding areas.  Its primary purpose is to support 
contact, communication, and coördination between performers, 

presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music.  You must 
subscribe to be able to write to the list—follow the instructions 

on this webpage:
ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

Note for readers of our 
paper  Ne w s l e t t e r : 
the PDF is in colour!
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1. Please: NO performer-supplied amplification. The VFMS is proud to provide our 
audience with an Acoustic (“Unplugged”) experience.

2. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-arranged with the host.
3. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there are not enough musicians 

to fill the evening’s open stage. 
4. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local musicians new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844!

VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines

John Reischman & the Jaybirds’ A Bluegrass Christmas, 
with guest fiddler Trent Freeman

Saturday December 7th, 2019 · Cordova Bay United Church, 
813 Claremont Avenue, Victoria. Doors 7, showtime 7:30 pm.

World-class mandolinist/composer John Reischman and his 
stellar band return with their 11th annual Bluegrass Christmas 
fundraiser for Victoria’s Our Place Society!

Tickets $25.00 in advance, online at brownpapertickets.com, 
or at Long & McQuade and Ivy’s Bookshop in Oak Bay.

More information at victoriabluegrass.ca & thejaybirds.com

A co-production of the Victoria Bluegrass Association and 
Cowichan Valley Bluegrass Festival

Victoria Folk Music Society 
Annual General Meeting

3483 Lovat Avenue, Victoria, BC
Tuesday, December 10, 2019, 7:30 pm 

(prior to regular Business Meeting)

VFMS 2019 Annual General 
Meeting Agenda

1. Approval of 2018 AGM Minutes—
  the 2018 AGM Minutes can be 

reviewed in hard copy at the Folk 
(Norway House) on Sunday nights 
prior to the AGM;

2. Review of 2019 activities;
3. Financial Report and Forecast;
4. Election of Officers;
5. Discuss possible increases to 

Feature performer pay, Membership 
rates, General Admission rate;

6. Discuss priorities for 2020.

Please RSVP if you plan to attend: 
email info@victoriafolkmusic.ca

or call 250-475-1355

Folkifieds
For Sale ~ a variety of quality, open-back 
5-string banjos ~ All made in Victoria. 
Prices range from $150–$350, Special 
orders also taken. For info or viewing, 
contact Murray Luft at 778-440-1566 or 
murrayrae@yahoo.com

Celtic Cross Instruments ~ Custom-Made 
Mandolins, Mandolas, Octave Mandolins, 
Bouzoukis; Weisenborn Copies ~ 
  Neil Russell, 1441 Jamaica Road, 
  Victoria, BC, Canada  V8N 2C9 
250-721-0712 or neilscelticcross@shaw.ca 
www.celticcrossinstruments.com

Folkifieds
Learn Banjo, Dobro or Guitar! ~ Accepting 
students on all instruments from beginner 
to advanced, in person in Victoria or 
online via Skype. Its $30/30 mins or $50 
/50 mins. Please contact for availability—
Miles Zurawell 780-905-5226; or email 
mwzurawell@gmail.com
Morris Musicians Wanted ~ Come hang out with 
some interesting people, play for weird dances, enjoy 
an interesting social life. Quicksbottom Morris, a mixed 
(“coed”) team, is open for musicians who wish to join. 
We’ll show you what is needed. Most any instrument is 
welcome. Free reed, tuba type, or good drum playing—
especially fiddle—clarinet, all good. Wednesdays 
practise. QuicksBottomMorris.ca 250-656-2920

Folkifieds
For Sale ~ Flatiron 2k Mandola, 
$400.00, Sitka Spruce soundboard, 
Hawaiian Koa back and sides; good 
condition, case included. Contact Peg 
Rislahti at pegmr88@gmail.com

Victoria Nautical Song Circle ~ 
Every two weeks Fridays, 7:30  pm, upstairs at 
The Bent Mast (James Bay). For info, email 
wayheysallybrown@gmail.com

West Coast Harps ~ Retailing fine folk 
harps, hammered dulcimers & psalteries. 
For more info, visit westcoastharps.com

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://www.victoriabluegrass.ca/
mailto:info%40victoriafolkmusic.ca?subject=
mailto:murrayrae%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:neilscelticcross%40shaw.ca?subject=
http://www.celticcrossinstruments.com/
mailto:mwzurawell%40gmail.com?subject=Lessons%20from%20Miles
http://quicksbottommorris.ca/
mailto:pegmr88%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:wayheysallybrown%40gmail.com
http://westcoastharps.com/
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Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday•• • • • •

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 8

West My Friend

Christmas Show 2:00pm 
Cobble Hill Hall

9 10 11 12 13
Deep Cove Folk (p.2) 

Clover Point 
Drifters

Big Hank’s Blues Songs 
of Christmas 

(Sidney—see p. 2)

14
Hi gh l an ds  Fo l k 

Duncan Sutherland 
with Homespun 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Cowichan Folk 
Annual Potluck 

& Singalong 
Song Circle 

7:00 pm (see p. 2)

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 1

Mark Stuart

Song Circle 2:00pm 
Chemainus Legion

Christmas Show 6:30pm 
Mill Bay Community Centre

2
Pierre Schryer’s 

Fiddle Connections 
(Hermann’s—see p. 2)

3 4 5 6
Victoria Nautical Song Circle 

(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

Matt Patershuk with 
Steve Dawson & Friends 

( BRP · see p. 2)

7
Charlie Hunter & 
Lucy Woodward 

( BRP · see p. 2)

John Reischman’s 
Bluegrass Christmas 

(Victoria—see p. 2)

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 15

The Lebeau-
Petersen Duo

Song Circle Potluck 2:00pm 
Chemainus Legion

The Gathering of Toilet 
Paper Extravaganza 

(Duncan—see p. 2)

16 17
Victoria Bluegrass Society 

Holiday Jam, 
Band Scramble, 

& Fundraiser

18 19 20
Victoria Nautical Song Circle 

(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

Rig-A-Jig 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

Daniel Lapp + 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

South Cowichan Music Jam 
7:00pm—Malahat Legion

Nanai m o  Fo l k 
Song Circle & 

Food Bank Donation 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

21
Daniel Lapp + 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

So o ke  Fo l k  Clu b 
Winter 

Celebration 
Open Stage 
7:30 pm—(see p. 2)

Open Mic 7:00pm 
Chemainus Legion

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 22

The Cluny 
Macpherson Trio

23 24 25 26 27
The Traditional Song Circle 

(HouseParty— 7:30 pm)

Bijoux du Bayou 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
The Songs of 

Hank Williams 
7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

28

V FM S   Fe a t u r e :
 29

Seasonal Party 
with Rig-A-Jig

30 31
New Year’s Eve 
Dinner & Dance 

( BRP · see p. 2)

V F M S 
N e w s l e t t e r 
D e a d l i n e !

VFMS Business 
Meeting

7:30 pm
3483 Lovat Avenue

our features in January 2020:
Jan. 05 ~ Dylan Stone 

Jan. 12 ~ The Joe Charron Trio 
Jan. 19 ~ Illiteratty 

Jan. 26 ~ Sweet Santa Fe

—for Christmas, birthdays, occasions, being generous—

Victoria Folk Music Society Merchandise
~ Decals $2 .00 ~ Suitable for car windows, guitar cases, what have you
~ Guest Passes $7.00 ~ Valid for one adult admission to the Sunday Folk Club
~ ToteBags $10.00 ~ A classy light-weight bag for carrying your Folk- or non-Folk- stuff
~ Tee-Shirts $15.00–25.00 ~ The ultimate fashion statement for the folk aficionado
~ Gift Certificates $75.00 Individual or $120.00 Family ~ Valid for a year’s membership

All may be purchased at the Sunday Night Folk (“Norway House”)

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/

