
The Victoria Folk Newsletter

Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $7.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

Alan Turnbull & Gareth Hurwood’s 
West Coast Celtic returns!

Alan, a piper and singer whose passion 
for Scottish music was strengthened by 
his exile from Scotland at a tender age, 
met Melody Benbow and Gareth in the 
mid-90s and knew that something was 
afoot—combining Alan’s Scottish style, 
Gareth’s take on the Irish tradition, and 

Benbow’s work with the poetry of Robbie 
Burns, the trio dubbed their music West 
Coast Celtic under the Kitangus banner.

In 2016 Alan returned to the Island, 
where a Scottish night brought 
Hurwood & Turnbull back together. 
Alan and Gareth of Kitangus, together 
again, delighting in bringing the Irish to 
the Scots, and the Scots to the Irish!

March 3 ~ Gareth Hurwood & Alan Turnbull

Kevin Barr is called the troubadour of 
the Yukon, singing his folk, bluegrass, and 
country style of music, along with stories 
of love and life.

As a writer, he and his band “The 
Undertakin’ Daddies” found their way to 
the Junos and toured much of Europe. He 
has shared the stage with Valdy, KD Lang, 
Fred Eaglesmith, Kim Beggs, Fred Penner, 

and the great Penny Lang, who has said 
that Kevin “sings like an angel”.
His solo album “Lost  and  Found” 
features great tunes of days gone by. 
In his spare time, he enjoys life in a 
sailboat off Vancouver Island.

Come harken to Kevin Barr—you 
won’t be disappointed.

March 10 ~ Kevin Barr

Together since 2009, Bowker  Creek 
performs their unique arrangements of 
hidden gems and original compositions, 
from folk, country, rock, old-time, swing 
and yes, even bluegrass. Bowker Creek 
has played all over southern Vancouver 
Island, entertaining audiences at folk and 
bluegrass  clubs, wineries, fund-raisers, 
and music festivals.

The group is Bonnie Jean Duncan 
(vocals and guitar),  John  Cornes 
(vocals and bass), Bruce  Kerr (vocals 
and dobro), and Dan  Ready (mandolin 
and guitar). Collectively Bowker  Creek 
has well over 100 years of playing 
in bands in a wide range of genres, 
experience that shines through in their 
live performance.

March 17 ~ Bowker Creek

Ross Douglas is an award-winning 
songwriter and wonderfully entertaining 
performer. Initially drawn to theatre, he 
saw much of the world as pianist/narrator 
in the second-ever cast of the seminal 
‘Billy Bishop Goes to War’. All the while 
and onwards he was writing—spending 
8 years as musician, writer, and musical 
director of the Shakespeare-inspired 

Willie and the Wassailers and 9 years 
as writer, musical director, and performer 
at Theatre Royal in Barkerville, BC.

This spawned a songwriting output of 
eclectic appeal—four albums of original 
songs full of wit, observation, and 
storytelling—which as a solo performer, 
Ross delivers with great gusto!

March 31 ~ Ross Douglas

Diemm is a new singer-songwriter-
harper-poet with crystalline vocals, and 
lyrics like arrows. Diemm’s debut album 
‘Ten  Thousand  Miracles’ came out in 
September 2018, and features critically-
acclaimed Canadian artist Oliver Swain 
on acoustic bass.

Diemm and harp will be joined by 
Oliver Swain on acoustic bass for an 
evening of original Chamber Folk music. 

They also have a few pieces of bass-
backed spoken word poetry up their 
sleeves, poetry that tugs at the layers 
between conscious and subconscious 
mind.

To entertain is one thing. To enrich is 
another. Diemm plays for that one note, 
that one resonant chord that opens a 
cascade of ‘yes’ inside you.

March 24 ~ Diemm

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


Folk Club Features On The Islands

Deep Cove Folk . ~ Genevieve & the Wild Sundays and Jack Connolly  ~ . $10.00 
Friday, March 8th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Highlands Folk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  ~ Schubertiade  ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    $7.00 
Saturday, March 9th, 7:30 pm, Victoria. 778-678-2409

Cowichan Folk Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 ~ Ross Douglas ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                $10.00 
Saturday, March 9th, 7:00 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Sayward Valley Folk Music Society . . . . . . . . . . .             ~ Doug Cox ~ . . . . . . . . . . . .              $10.00 
Sunday, March 10th, 7:00 pm, Sayward. 250-282-0134

Nanaimo Folk Connection . . . . . . . . . . . . .               ~ Without A Net ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $5.00 
Friday, March 15th, 7:00 pm, Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Sooke Folk Music Society . . . . . . .       ~ Robert K ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          $7.50 
Saturday, March 16th, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 250-642-4568

Salt Spring Folk Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   ~ Shari Ulrich ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $25.00 
Monday, March 25th, 7:00 pm, Saltspring Island.

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . . . . . . . . . .              ~ Tony Turner ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               $10.00 
Friday, March 29th, 7:00 pm, Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 

Friday, March 1st, 7:00 pm | $5–10.00 | Cobble Hill Community Hall, 
3550 Watson Avenue, Cowichan Valley.

~ OzMoses ~ Friday, March 1st, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ For Pete’s Sake! a Comox Valley Tribute to Pete Seeger ~ 
Friday, March 1st, 8:00 pm, at the Comox United Church, Comox. | $25.00 

~ Jennifer Louise Taylor & Auto Janz ~ Friday, March 2nd, 7:00 pm, 
at the Spiral Café, 418 Craigflower Road, Victoria. | by donation$

~ VFMS: Gareth Hurwood & Alan Turnbull ~ Sunday, Mar. 3rd, 7:30 pm, 
(Norway House) | $7.00 

~ Acoustic ‘Campfire Jam’ ~ Monday, March 4th, 8:00 pm, at the 
Duncan Showroom, Duncan. | $2.00 – $5.00 

~ VFMS: Kevin Barr ~ Sunday, March 10th, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ The Klez ~ Sunday, March 10th, 8:00 pm, at the Duncan Showroom, Duncan. 
| $20.00 

~ Rig-A-Jig ~ Friday, March 15th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Beats Workin ~ Friday, March 15th, 7:00 pm, at the Spiral Café, 
418 Craigflower Road, Victoria. | by donation$

~ The Ivonne Hernandez Band ~ Saturday, March 16th, Hermann’s Jazz Club, 
753 View St, Victoria. | 250-388-9166 | $20.00 | hermannsjazz.com

~ VFMS: Bowker Creek ~ Sunday, March 17th, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ Bijoux du Bayou ~ Friday, Mar. 22nd, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Steady-Rolling Jay ~ Friday, March 22nd, 7:00 pm, at the Spiral Café, 
418 Craigflower Road, Victoria. | by donation$

~ The LYNNeS ~ Saturday, March 23rd, 8:00 pm, at the Unitarian Hall, 
595 Townsite Road # 1, Nanaimo. | $22.00 

~ VFMS: Diemm ~ Sunday, March 24th, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ The LYNNeS ~ Sunday, March 24th, 8:00 pm, at the Duncan Showroom, 
Duncan. | $25.00 

~ VBA (Victoria Bluegrass Association): Malahat Drive Bluegrass Band ~ 
Tuesday, March 26th at First Church of Christ Scientist, 
1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. For more: victoriabluegrass.ca | $7.00

~ Erin Costelo with Don Brownrigg ~ Saturday, March 30th, | $25.00 
St. Paul’s United Church, 2410 Malaview Avenue, Sidney.

~ VFMS: Ross Douglas ~ Sunday, March 31st, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ Jon Brooks w/Neil Cruickshank ~ Friday, March 31st, 8:00 pm, at the 
Unitarian Hall, 595 Townsite Road # 1, Nanaimo. | $20.00

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~	

· Saturday, Mar. 2nd: Rosie & The Riveters  | $25.00 
· Friday,  M a r .  8th: Big Dave McLean with Rhymer & Wells  | $25.00 
· Friday,  M a r .  15th: Carlos del Junco & The Blues Mongrels  | $25.00 
· Saturday, Mar. 16th: St. Patrick’s Day: Qristina & Quinn Bachand  | $20.00 
· Friday,  M a r .  22nd: The LYNNeS  | $25.00 
· Friday,  M a r .  29th: Shari Ulrich  | $25.00 
the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 1975 Bee Street, 
Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) concert at 7:30 pm 
Tickets online at beaconridgeproductions.com — or at the door!

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
The Roxy Theatre, 377 Berry Point Road. Admission 10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

 
Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

 
Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Rd. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

 
Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October–July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $7.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

 
MACoustic Folk Club ~ evolving, about one folkie act a month at 
the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $18.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

 
Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 7:00 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

 
Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October–April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $10.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March and April.)

 
Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

 
Sayward Valley Folk Music Society ~ Meets the second Sunday of 
the month (January–November) at Sayward Heritage Hall, 1257 Sayward 
Road, Sayward, BC | Door 6:30 pm; Show 7:00 pm | Admission $10.00 | 
Contact Bob at rsampson@saywardvalley.net, or phone 250-282-0134

 
Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September–June)  7:30 pm. Admission $7.50 | Holy Trinity United 
Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Email Grant Jamieson at 
gjamie@shaw.ca  or  visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
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The Victoria Folk Music Society
♬

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $7.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$75.00 Individual  $120.00 Family  $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email ������������������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ������������������������������� 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������� 250-477-6844
Promotions:  Rick Lester ������������������������� vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       
������������������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca

For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com, search for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions 

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 

and surrounding areas.  Its primary purpose is to support 
contact, communication, and coördination between performers, 

presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music.  You must 
subscribe to be able to write to the list—follow the instructions 

on this webpage:
ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

Music            Islands

Around The

♬ ♬

http://hermannsjazz.com/
http://victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://www.beaconridgeproductions.com/
mailto:colcog@shaw.ca
http://www.cowichanfolkguild.ca/special-projects/coffee-houses/
http://deepcovefolk.ca/
http://highlands.bc.ca/323/Highlands-Music-Coffee-House
mailto:zhinoos9@gmail.com
http://mcmillanartscentre.com/
mailto:nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com
mailto:beatonqualicum@gmail.com
http://saltspringfolkclub.com/
mailto:rsampson%40saywardvalley.net?subject=
mailto:gjamie%40shaw.ca?subject=
http://sookefolkmusicsociety.com/
mailto:info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
mailto:vfmspromotions@shaw.ca
mailto:featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca
mailto:newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html
mailto:webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca
https://www.facebook.com/VFMS-Victoria-Folk-Music-Society-218461088168584/
mailto:islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
http://ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk
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Folkifieds
Fiddle Jams ~ Victoria Fiddle Society 
meets monthly on the first Friday , 
7:00   pm to 9:30   pm, at Wheeley Hall, 
Esquimalt United Church Building, 500 
Admirals Road. (Enter off Lyall Street.) ~ 
$5 drop in, $20 individual membership, 
$50 family membership ~ For info, visit 
victoriafiddlesociety.com

For Sale ~ a variety of quality, open-back 
5-string banjos ~ All made in Victoria. 
Prices range from $150.00–$350.00, 
Special orders also taken. For 
information/viewing, contact Murray Luft 
at 778-440-1566 or murrayrae@yahoo.
com

Folkifieds
Celtic Cross Instruments ~ Custom Made 
Mandolins, Mandolas, Octave Mandolins, 
Bouzoukis; Weisenborn Copies ~ 
Neil Russell, 1441 Jamaica Road, 
Victoria, BC, Canada  V8N 2C9 
250-721-0712 neilscelticcross@shaw.ca 
www.celticcrossinstruments.com

Folkifieds
Victoria Contra Dance ~ Held generally 
twice a month, September to June. 
Live music. No experience necessary. 
For info, call 250-380-7602 or visit 
victoriacontradance.com

Victoria Nautical Song Circle ~ 
Every two weeks Fridays, 7:30  pm, upstairs 
at The Bent Mast (James Bay). For info, 
email wayheysallybrown@gmail.com

West Coast Harps ~ Retailing fine folk 
harps, hammered dulcimers & psalteries. 
Dusty Strings, Triplett, Noteworthy, Rees, 
and Another Era Lutherie. For more info, 
visit westcoastharps.com

Note for readers of our 
paper  Newsletter : 
the PDF is in colour!

Joni Mitchell Radio Tribute | CFUV 101.9 fm

Friday, March 15, 2019, 1–3 pm
Tune in to: CFUV 101.9 fm or live stream on the web at: 
www.cfuv.uvic.ca to join host Mike Meyer for a two-hour radio 
presentation on Folk and Jazz legend Joni Mitchell. Mike is a 
Folk music aficionado and has been a music DJ for 38 years.

Mike will explore various phases of Joni Mitchell’s amazing 
career and will also play several versions of her songs covered 
by other performers.

For more information email Mike Meyer at mmeyer@efn.org

1. Please: NO performer-supplied amplification. The VFMS is proud to 
provide our audience with an Acoustic (“Unplugged”) experience.

2. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-arranged with 
the host.

3. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there are not 
enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

4. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local musicians 
new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.

VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines

Folk’n Parking (‘Norway House’ parking lot…)
On Sunday nights, please remember that parking is:
• NOT allowed next door in the 

Sikh Temple lot, off Graham. 
You could be towed!

• NOT allowed right beside the 
hall as it is a designated fire lane. 
Ditto!

• reserved for Feature Performers 
with orange cones. Please leave 
lots of room.

• easier when you carpool.

• unrestricted on streets south of 
Hillside.

• allowed in the lot behind 
Monarch Furnishings, off Prior. 
Thanks, M o n a r c h ! !

• tricky on side-streets. Please 
respect ‘Residential Parking Only’ 
signs.

• easiest when you walk, bike, or 
take the bus!

Monarch Furnishings • 1120 Hillside Avenue
Tony Martin, Owner • monarchfurnishings.com

Judy Collins in Concert: Saturday, March 30, 2019
March 30 Judy Collins | $47.50 | McPherson Playhouse

In collaboration with Mike Meyer, one of our members, the Victoria 
Folk Music Society is pleased to present Judy Collins in Concert on 
Saturday, March 30, 2019 at 7:30 pm at the McPherson Playhouse 

(3 Centennial Square, Victoria, BC).

Tickets go on sale to the general public on January 18. 
For most seats in the theater, tickets are $47.50, although there are a 

few front-and-centre-rows for which tickets are $75.00

Tickets are available from the McPherson Box Office, by phone at: 
250-386-6121 [toll free: 1-888-717-6121] or online at rmts.bc.ca

A portion of the proceeds from ticket sales will benefit 
the Victoria Folk Music Society.

the victoria folk music society
presents

Judy Collins
in ConCert

Tickets are available at the McPherson Box Office and  usual outlets, 
charge by phone at 250-386-6121 or toll-free at 1-888-717-6121 

or at www.rmts.bc.ca

Ticket proceeds benefit the Victoria Folk Music Society

3 centennial square   ♦    victoria, b.c.

saturday, march 30th 2019
mcpherson playhouse

♬

♬

Concerts, etc. ~ continued

~ Genevieve Charbonneau CD Release �‘Heart is a Tower’ Tour ~	
Mar 01 Victoria: St. Matthias Church | 8:00pm 
Mar 02 Duncan: Providence Farm Chapel | 7:30pm 
Mar 08 Deep Cove: St. John’s United Church, 8:00pm 
Mar 21 Nanaimo: The Vault | 9:00pm 
Mar 22 Port Alberni: Char’s Landing | 7:30pm 
Mar 29 Parksville: Ground Zero Acoustic Lounge | 8:00pm 
Mar 30 Pender Island: Gather Teahouse | 7:00pm 
with guests: The Wild Sundays, Jack Connolly, Brian Horwitz

~ Terry Boyle & Ceilidh Briscoe: ‘St. Paddy’s Sing-Along’ Shows ~	
Mar 15 Ladysmith: Ladysmith Little Theatre | 7:30pm 
Mar 16 Nanaimo: St Andrew’s United Church | 7:30pm 
Mar 17 Shawnigan Lake: Shawnigan Lake Community Centre | 7:30pm 
Tickets: $20.00; see TerryBoyleMusic.com for details

~ Victoria Contra Dance ~	
· Saturday, March 9th, at St. Luke’s, Cedar Hill X Road, Victoria. 
· Saturday, March 30th, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria. 
— victoriacontradance.com

http://victoriafiddlesociety.com/
mailto:murrayrae%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:murrayrae%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:neilscelticcross%40shaw.ca?subject=
http://www.celticcrossinstruments.com/
http://victoriacontradance.com/
mailto:wayheysallybrown%40gmail.com
http://westcoastharps.com/
http://www.cfuv.uvic.ca/
mailto:mmeyer%40efn.org?subject=
http://www.rmts.bc.ca
http://www.terryboylemusic.com/
http://victoriacontradance.com/
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Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.
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V F M S 
N e w s l e t t e r 
D e a d l i n e !

 Weekly in Victoria…
~ Island Thyme Morris Dancing ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday. 

250-386-9326

~ Old-Timey Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday; at 
The Spiral Café. 250-386-9393

~ Holly Tree Morris Dancing ~ 8:00 pm, every Tuesday. 
250-475-1706

~ Medieval Dancing ~ every Tuesday except the first 
Tuesday. 250-478-4105

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association ~ Jams every Tuesday, 
7:45 pm. On the last Tuesday of the month from September 
to May, the jam is replaced by an open stage followed by 
a feature act…at First Church of Christ Scientist, 
1205 Pandora Ave, Victoria.

~ Bluegrass Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Wednesday; at the 
James Bay Coffee & Books

~ Quicksbottom Morris Dancing ~ 7:15 pm, every 
Wednesday. 250-656-2920

♬

Gypsy Celts Slow Jams
Monthly — dates and venues vary. All 
acoustic instruments welcome. We 
play via sheet music and by ear. A 
relaxed setting to improve skills and 
learn new Irish, Scottish, & Old-Time 
tunes. For more info, phone Marcia 
at 250-474-6890

The Scottish & Irish 
Sunday Tune Sessions

2nd & 4th Sundays; 2:30–5:30 pm 
The Fernwood Inn, 1302 Gladstone 
Avenue, Victoria, B.C.

Bring it on Cabaret 
& Open Mic

Monthly — Oak Bay United Church, 
1355 Mitchell Street, Victoria: 
Singers, musicians, dancers, poets, 
comedians, and more! For more 
information, call 250-213-1948

 

•  Apr 07: Citizen Jane 

•  Apr 14: Rick Scott & Nico Rhodes 

 our April VFMS Features:

•  Apr 21: Claude Bourbon 

•  Apr 28: FolkNFiddleFest Fundraiser

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://www.victoriabluegrass.ca/

