
The Victoria Folk Newsletter

Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $7.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

The  Lake  Men are Kenn  Faris, 
Greg  Beattie and Philipp  Gawthrop—
first formed as a trio almost forty years 
ago as UVic students. They parted 
ways after graduating to pursue travels, 
careers, and family life.

In 2015, all three found themselves 
back in Victoria and rediscovered their 
original musical magic. Their reunion 
merged their combined life and musical 

experiences with their love of singing and 
sharing music in person.

The  Lake  Men  feature  tight vocal 
harmonies and acoustic instrumentation 
(guitars, mandolins, bass) reminiscent 
of ‘classic folk’ ‘singer-songwriter’ 
groups such as Crosby, Stills and Nash, 
and America, plus icons such as Bruce 
Cockburn, Cat Stevens, Bob Dylan, and 
influences from abroad.

February 3 ~ The Lake Men

Pat Wictor first burst on the folk and 
acoustic scene as an innovative slide 
guitarist, known for fresh and memorable 
interpretations of traditional and 
contemporary songs. He has since made 
his mark as a singer-songwriter penning 
lean and poetic songs that honor—
and subvert—rural blues and gospel 
traditions.

An American by birth, Pat’s early years 
were spent in Venezuela, the Netherlands, 
Norway, England, and East Texas. His time 

abroad gave him the perspective of a 
world citizen, and set him on a journey 
to understanding America—and his own 
American-ness—through music.

Pat took a convoluted path to folk 
music, winding his way through rock, 
heavy metal, jazz, and free improvisation. 
He is a music educator of note, teaching 
workshops on songwriting, guitar 
techniques, vocal and instrumental 
improvisation, and various topics of 
music history.

February 10 ~ Pat Wictor

Vancouver-based folk musician Brian 
Robertson has been called a genuine 
BC treasure for his well-crafted and 
entertaining songs about the west 
coast, as well as some that reflect more 
universal themes of love, travel, social 
justice and the blues. Born and raised in 
Powell River on the west coast of Canada, 
his working life suggests something of 
renaissance man: fisherman, mill worker, 
cabbie, engineering graduate, economist, 
and historical consultant. From that, and 
his extensive travels and interests, spring 

the range, depth, and authenticity of the 
songs he’s written.

Filling out the Brian Robertson Trio 
are the sensational two-time and reigning 
BC Open Fiddle Champion Michael 
Burnyeat, a high-ranked finalist at the 
2018 Canadian Grandmaster Fiddling 
Championship, and the much-acclaimed 
multi-instrumentalist V i c to r   S m i t h . 
The Trio promises a lively mix of Brian’s 
original songs and stories, leavened with 
some super-hot instrumental offerings 
led by Michael and Victor.

February 17 ~ The Brian Robertson Trio

Tim Hall is an accomplished banjoist and 
guitarist, singing and playing everything 
from old-time to maritime to ragtime, 
and always having a grand time. He is 
a collector and purveyor of wonderfully 
clever and fun songs—from ballads to kids’ 
songs; from English music hall to novelty 
songs; from topical songs to nonsense 
songs; and from instrumental tunes to 
sing-along choruses.

Based in Seattle, Tim has been dabbling 
in the folk music world, on and off the 

stage, for the past thirty-plus years. 
Currently Tim maintains a hectic musical 
schedule of three or four performances a 
year—phew!—so this is a somewhat rare 
opportunity to hear Tim live and in person.

Not a songwriter, nor a recording artist 
(excepting a Shays’  Rebellion album), 
Tim’s humble passion is simply to gather 
and share a variety of songs for the fun, 
the interest, and the community spirit of 
user-friendly, homemade, accessible, and 
primarily traditional music.

February 24 ~ Tim Hall

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


Folk Club Features On The Islands

MACoustic Folk Club . . . . . . . . . . . .            ~ Don Alder ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $18.00 
Friday, February 1st, 7:30 pm, Parksville

Qualicum Acoustic Café . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              ~ Amy Stephens ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $10.00 
Friday, February 1st, 7:30 pm, Qualicum Beach.

Deep Cove Folk  . . . . . . . . . . .            ~ The Mechanical Botanicals  ~  . . . . . . . . . .            $10.00 
Friday, February 8th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Highlands Folk . . . . . . . . . .          ~ The Lake men with Ken Farris  ~ . . . . . . . . . . . .            $7.00 
Saturday, February 9th, 7:30 pm, Victoria. 778-678-2409

Cowichan Folk Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  ~ Heartwood ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $10.00 
Saturday, February 9th, 7:00 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Sayward Valley Folk Music Society . . . . . . . . . .           ~ Celtic Chaos ~ . . . . . . . . . .            $10.00 
Sunday, February 10th, 7:00 pm, Sayward. 250-282-0134

Nanaimo Folk Connection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 ~ Just Duets ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               $5.00 
Friday, February 15th, 7:00 pm, Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               ~ Tim Hall ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $10.00 
Friday, February 22nd, 7:00 pm, Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Salt Spring Folk Club . . . . . .      ~ David Vest & Blue Moon Marquee ~ . . . . . .      $25.00 
Monday, February 25th, 7:00 pm, Saltspring Island.

Concerts, etc.
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 

Friday, February 1st, 7:00 pm | $5–10.00 | Cobble Hill Community Hall, 
3550 Watson Avenue, Cowichan Valley.

~ OzMoses ~ Friday, February 1st, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Logan McKillop ~ Friday, February 1st, 7:00 pm, at the Spiral Café, 
418 Craigflower Road, Victoria. | $10.00

~ VFMS: The Lake Men ~ Sunday, Feb. 3rd, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ Acoustic ‘Campfire Jam’ ~ Monday, February 4th, 8:00 pm, at the 
Duncan Showroom, Duncan. | $2.00 – $5.00 

~ Pat Wictor with guest members of the Gettin’ Higher Choir ~ 
Wednesday, February 6th, 8:00 pm, at the Duncan Showroom, Duncan. | $20.00 

~ Don Ross & Callum Graham ~ Saturday, February 9th, 8:00 pm, at the 
Duncan Showroom, Duncan. | $30.00 

~ VFMS: Pat Wictor ~ Sunday, February 10th, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ Rig-A-Jig ~ Friday, February 15th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Calvin Vollrath & Daniel Lapp ~ House Concert, near UVic Victoria. 
Saturday, February 16th, 7:30 pm |  $20.00 | RSVP aschau@shaw.ca or 
phone or text: 250-213-3679

~ The Brian Robertson Trio ~ Saturday, February 16th, 8:00 pm, at the 
Duncan Showroom, Duncan. | $15.00 

~ Roots & Grooves ~ Saturday, February 16th, 7:30 pm, at Port Hardy Civic 
Centre, Port Hardy. | $35.00

~ Calvin Vollrath & Daniel Lapp ~ Concert, Dan’s Hall, Victoria. 
Sunday, February 17th, 7:30 pm |  $20.00 | RSVP dansdancehall@gmail.com or 
phone or text: 250-896-0628

~ VFMS: The Brian Robertson Trio ~ Sunday, February 17th, 7:30 pm, 
(Norway House) | $7.00

~ Bijoux du Bayou ~ Friday, Feb. 22nd, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ VFMS: Tim Hall ~ Sunday, February 24th, 7:30 pm, 
(Norway House) | $7.00

~ VBA (Victoria Bluegrass Association): Nomad Jones ~ 
Tuesday, February 29th at First Church of Christ Scientist, 
1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. For more: victoriabluegrass.ca | $7.00

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~	
· Friday,  F e b .  15th: Blue Valentines: The Music of Tom Waits  | $20.00 
· Friday,  F e b .  22nd: The Clover Point Drifters  | $20.00 
the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 1975 Bee Street, 
Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) concert at 7:30 pm 
Tickets online at beaconridgeproductions.com — or at the door!

~ Victoria Contra Dance ~	
· Saturday, February 9th, at St. Luke’s, Cedar Hill X Road, Victoria. 
· Saturday, February 23rd, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria. 
— victoriacontradance.com

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
The Roxy Theatre, 377 Berry Point Road. Admission 10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

 
Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

 
Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Rd. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

 
Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October–July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $7.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

 
MACoustic Folk Club ~ evolving, about one folkie act a month at 
the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $18.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

 
Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 7:00 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

 
Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October–April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $10.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March and April.)

 
Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

 
Sayward Valley Folk Music Society ~ Meets the second Sunday of 
the month (January–November) at Sayward Heritage Hall, 1257 Sayward 
Road, Sayward, BC | Door 6:30 pm; Show 7:00 pm | Admission $10.00 | 
Contact Bob at rsampson@saywardvalley.net, or phone 250-282-0134

 
Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September–June)  7:30 pm. Admission $7.00 | Holy Trinity United 
Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Email Grant Jamieson at 
gjamie@shaw.ca  or  visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
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The Victoria Folk Music Society
♬

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $7.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$75.00 Individual  $120.00 Family  $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email ������������������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ������������������������������� 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������� 250-477-6844
Promotions:  Rick Lester ������������������������� vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . .        250-384-5174 
or ������������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca

For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com, search for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions 

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 

and surrounding areas.  Its primary purpose is to support 
contact, communication, and coördination between performers, 

presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music.  You must 
subscribe to be able to write to the list—follow the instructions 

on this webpage:
ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

Music            Islands

Around The

♬ ♬
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Folkifieds
Fiddle Jams ~ Victoria Fiddle Society 
meets monthly on the first Friday , 
7:00   pm to 9:30   pm, at Wheeley Hall, 
Esquimalt United Church Building, 500 
Admirals Road. (Enter off Lyall Street.) ~ 
$5 drop in, $20 individual membership, 
$50 family membership ~ For info, visit 
victoriafiddlesociety.com

For Sale ~ a variety of quality, open-back 
5-string banjos ~ All made in Victoria. 
Prices range from $150.00–$350.00, 
Special orders also taken. For 
information/viewing, contact Murray Luft 
at 778-440-1566 or murrayrae@yahoo.
com

Folkifieds
Celtic Cross Instruments ~ Custom Made 
Mandolins, Mandolas, Octave Mandolins, 
Bouzoukis; Weisenborn Copies ~ 
Neil Russell, 1441 Jamaica Road, 
Victoria, BC, Canada  V8N 2C9 
250-721-0712 neilscelticcross@shaw.ca 
www.celticcrossinstruments.com

Folkifieds
Victoria Contra Dance ~ Held generally 
twice a month, September to June. 
Live music. No experience necessary. 
For info, call 250-380-7602 or visit 
victoriacontradance.com

Victoria Nautical Song Circle ~ 
Every two weeks Fridays, 7:30  pm, upstairs 
at The Bent Mast (James Bay). For info, 
email wayheysallybrown@gmail.com

West Coast Harps ~ Retailing fine folk 
harps, hammered dulcimers & psalteries. 
Dusty Strings, Triplett, Noteworthy, Rees, 
and Another Era Lutherie. For more info, 
visit westcoastharps.com

Note for readers of our 
paper  Newsletter : 
the PDF is in colour!

1. Please: NO performer-supplied amplification. The VFMS is proud to 
provide our audience with an Acoustic (“Unplugged”) experience.

2. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-arranged with 
the host.

3. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there are not 
enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

4. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local musicians 
new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.

VFMS Open-Stage GuidelinesFolk’n Parking (‘Norway House’ parking lot…)
On Sunday nights, please remember that parking is:
• NOT allowed next door in the 

Sikh Temple lot, off Graham. 
You could be towed!

• NOT allowed right beside the 
hall as it is a designated fire lane. 
Ditto!

• reserved for Feature Performers 
with orange cones. Please leave 
lots of room.

• easier when you carpool.

• unrestricted on streets south 
of Hillside.

• allowed in the lot behind 
Monarch Furnishings, off Prior. 
Thanks, M o n a r c h ! !

• tricky on side-streets. Please 
respect ‘Residential Parking Only’ 
signs.

• easiest when you walk, bike, or 
take the bus!

Monarch Furnishings • 1120 Hillside Avenue
Tony Martin, Owner • monarchfurnishings.com

Judy Collins in Concert: Saturday, March 30, 2019
March 30 Judy Collins | $47.50 | McPherson Playhouse

In collaboration with Mike Meyer, one of our members, the Victoria 
Folk Music Society is pleased to present Judy Collins in Concert on 
Saturday, March 30, 2019 at 7:30 pm at the McPherson Playhouse 

(3 Centennial Square, Victoria, BC).

Tickets go on sale to the general public on January 18. 
For most seats in the theater, tickets are $47.50, although there are a 

few front-and-centre-rows for which tickets are $75.00

Tickets are available from the McPherson Box Office, by phone at: 
250-386-6121 [toll free: 1-888-717-6121] or online at rmts.bc.ca

A portion of the proceeds from ticket sales will benefit 
the Victoria Folk Music Society.

the victoria folk music society
presents

Judy Collins
in ConCert

Tickets are available at the McPherson Box Office and  usual outlets, 
charge by phone at 250-386-6121 or toll-free at 1-888-717-6121 

or at www.rmts.bc.ca

Ticket proceeds benefit the Victoria Folk Music Society

3 centennial square   ♦    victoria, b.c.

saturday, march 30th 2019
mcpherson playhouse

The 2019 Islands Celtic Festival - Save the Date!
Dear Music Lover,
We are excited to share our plans for the 2019 edition of the 
Islands Celtic Festival.
This year’s event will be held at Errington War Memorial Hall on 
May 24–26. Built in 1922, the beautiful venue has some great 
features.
•	A curtained stage with sound and lighting
•	A farmer’s market right beside the hall
•	An outdoor band-shell
•	An separate building for workshops and sessions
•	An enthusiastic, family-oriented community

This year, we’re trying something different. Rather than squeezing 
both the concert and dance into Saturday night’s program, we will 
be hosting the dance separately, on Friday night. The Friday night 
session will be held in the Old Firehall, right next door.
Feel free to get in touch with me if you have any questions!

All the best,
Kerri Coombs
Coordinator, Islands Celtic Festival; info@bcfolk.ca
Copyright © 2019 Islands Celtic Festival, All rights reserved.

ICF 2019: Call for Saturday Night Concert Performers
The 2019 Islands Celtic Festival is accepting applications from 
individuals or groups who are interested in being a featured 
performer at the Saturday night concert.
In keeping with long-standing tradition, preference will be given 
to performers who want to join in the fun all weekend, by getting 
involved in the session or dance and facilitating a workshop on 
Saturday afternoon.
To apply, please send the following to info@bcfolk.ca:
•	 A short bio
•	 A photo
•	 A proposal for your workshop
•	 Link to a video of a live performance
•	 Link to a recording
•	 If your music is not online, one MP3 or WAV sample of your music

The cutoff date to apply is February 14, 2019. The line-up will be 
announced February 28th, 2019.
Thanks, and good luck to all who apply!
Kerri Coombs
Islands Celtic Festival Society

♬

♬
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Pat Wictor with 
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the Gettin’ Higher 

Choir 
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Deep Cove Folk 

The Mechanical 
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8:00 pm (see p. 2)

9
Hi gh l an ds  Fo l k 

The Lake men with 
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7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Cowichan Folk 
Heartwood 
7:00 pm (see p. 2)

Don Ross & 
Callum Graham 
(Duncan—see p. 2)

1
Victoria Nautical Song Circle 

(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

OzMoses 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

Logan McKillop 
(Spiral—see p. 2)
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Pat Wictor

Sayward Valley Folk Club 
Celtic Chaos 
7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

11 12 13 14 15
Victoria Nautical Song Circle 

(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

Rig-A-Jig 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

The music of Tom Waits 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Nanai m o  Fo l k 
Just Duets 

7:30 pm (see p. 2)

16
Calvin Vollrath 
& Daniel Lapp 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

Brian Robertson Trio 
(Duncan—see p. 2)

Reid Jamieson & 
Carolyn Mill 

(Nanaimo—see p. 2)

Roots & Grooves 
(Port Hardy—see p. 2)

Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.

•• • • • •Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

VFMS Business 
Meeting

—7:30 pm—
3483 Lovat Avenue

V F M S 
N e w s l e t t e r 
D e a d l i n e !

 Weekly in Victoria…
~ Island Thyme Morris Dancing ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday. 

250-386-9326

~ Old-Timey Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday; at 
The Spiral Café. 250-386-9393

~ Holly Tree Morris Dancing ~ 8:00 pm, every Tuesday. 
250-475-1706

~ Medieval Dancing ~ every Tuesday except the first 
Tuesday. 250-478-4105

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association ~ Jams every Tuesday, 
7:45 pm. On the last Tuesday of the month from September 
to May, the jam is replaced by an open stage followed by 
a feature act…at First Church of Christ Scientist, 
1205 Pandora Ave, Victoria.

~ Bluegrass Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Wednesday; at the 
James Bay Coffee & Books

~ Quicksbottom Morris Dancing ~ 7:15 pm, every 
Wednesday. 250-656-2920

♬

Gypsy Celts Slow Jams
Monthly — dates and venues vary. All 
acoustic instruments welcome. We 
play via sheet music and by ear. A 
relaxed setting to improve skills and 
learn new Irish, Scottish, & Old-Time 
tunes. For more info, phone Marcia 
at 250-474-6890

The Scottish & Irish 
Sunday Tune Sessions

2nd & 4th Sundays; 2:30–5:30 pm 
The Fernwood Inn, 1302 Gladstone 
Avenue, Victoria, B.C.

Bring it on Cabaret 
& Open Mic

Monthly — Oak Bay United Church, 
1355 Mitchell Street, Victoria: 
Singers, musicians, dancers, poets, 
comedians, and more! For more 
information, call 250-213-1948

 our March VFMS Features:

•  Mar 03: Hurwood & Turnbull 

•  Mar 10: Kevin Barr 

•  Mar 17: Bowker Creek 

•  Mar 24: Deimme 

•  Mar 31: Ross Douglas

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://www.victoriabluegrass.ca/

