
The Victoria Folk Newsletter

Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $7.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

Three For Silver is a free-wheeling 
collective in which the only rule is to survive 
and perform, an elastic conglomeration 
of musical freaks as likely to be found in 
a grand theater performing for foreign 
dignitaries as busking on your street corner 
for spare change.

Lucas Warford (vocals, basses) is the 
thumping heart of the band, a chugging 

diesel engine of bass and growl. His one-of-
a-kind basses are the platform upon which 
he yowls and raps his end-time visions of the 
world. Willo Sertain (vocals, accordion) 
hails from the woods of North Carolina, 
her distinctively pure tones and haunting 
melodies act as a natural foil to the madness 
of Warford. This unlikely pair lead the band, 
fashioning new line-ups and new sounds.

December 2 ~ Three For Silver

Daniel Cook & the Radiators are 
best described as ‘Original West Coast 
Roots’: contagious melodies and timeless 
stories are blended into a tasty mix of 
indie-folk, funk, and country. Over the 
last five years, with a combined age of 
two-hundred and twenty-seven and over 
four thousand hours of performance time, 
these seasoned musical veterans have com-

bined their love of singing harmonies, 
great dynamic range, and variations in 
style to create a unique musical bond. 
With Robert Cromwell’s subtle and 
solid grooves, Ryan Rock’s melodious 
bass riffs, Roger Plant’s sweet lead 
guitar, and Daniel Cook’s well-crafted 
song-writing, these fellas are a talented 
bunch. Not to be missed!

December 9 ~ Daniel Cook & the Radiators

The Clover Point Drifters are a 
bluegrass band from Victoria, BC. Their 
repertoire consists of traditional bluegrass 
songs, with a sprinkling of country, folk, blues, 
and pop melodies in the blue-grass style.

The band includes Mike Kraft (banjo), 
who is one of Victoria’s secrets that does 
not involve underwear. Larry Stevens 
(resophonic guitar) has a gift for singing 
the country song, good times and bad, 

love and loss, the past and the even further 
past. George Robinson (bass) has the 
longest pedigree in the band, having played 
bluegrass bass since 1977. Dan Parker 
(mandolin) drifted west from Ontario 
following a successful attempt to attain 
a higher education. Alan Law (guitar) is 
strictly a rhythm guitarist (“I do not play any 
notes”), but his drive, passion, and stamina 
are second to none.

December 16 ~ The Clover Point Drifters

Bring your dancing shoes, some finger 
food, and a whole lot of seasonal cheer 
(non-alcoholic, please!) to the club’s annual 
year-end party. RIG-A-JIG will provide 
the music, guest callers the dancing 
instructions, and Morris Dancers!!

RIG-A-JIG sprung from the Morris and 
Folk Club scene, and has spanned the 
entire last two decades of the Victoria 
Folk Music Society. The band regularly 

plays weddings and dances—especially 
contra dances. RIG-A-JIG’s varied 
repertoire includes numbers old and new, 
instrumental and vocal, fast and slow.

The band consists of Molly Raher 
Newman on percussion, mandolin, and 
lap dulcimer; Dick Pollard on fiddle; Ian 
Johnston on guitar; Dave Klassen on 
bass; Karen Gillmore on flutes and 
banjo; and all of the above on vocals.

December 30 ~ VFMS Seasonal Party with Rig-A-Jig

We are absolutely delighted to welcome 
Valdy to the VFMS stage. Winner of two 
Juno awards and nominated for 7 more, 
Valdy is a legend of Canadian folk music.

Hailing from Ontario, Valdy began his 
solo career in the mid-70s and has been 
touring Canada and the world ever since. 
He has put out 16 albums, including 

22  singles and four Gold records, with 
nearly half a million units sold worldwide. 
Macleans called him “unquestionably 
the most public performer in Canada 
today, and the most loved”. In June 
of 2012, he received the Order of 
Canada for his lifelong dedication and 
achievements in the world of music.

December 23 ~ Valdy—(Wow!)

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


Folk Club Features On The Islands

MACoustic Folk Club . . . . . . . . . . .             ~ Mildly Wild ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $18.00 
Friday, December 7th, 7:30 pm, Parksville

Highlands Folk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 ~ Fine Spirits ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $7.00 
Saturday, December 8th, 7:30 pm, Victoria. 778-678-2409

Cowichan Folk Guild . . . . .      ~ Christmas Song Circle ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $10.00 
Saturday, December 8th, 7:00 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Sayward Valley Folk Music Society . . .     ~ Campbellton Celts ~ . . . . . . . . . . .             $10.00 
Sunday, December 9th, 7:00 pm, Sayward. 250-282-0134

Deep Cove Folk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 ~ RIG-A-JIG  ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $10.00 
Friday, December 14th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Nanaimo Folk Connection . ~ Christmas Song Circle, Mummers ~ . . . . . . .       $5.00 
Friday, December 21th, 7:00 pm, Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . .     ~ Jenny Lester ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $10.00 
Friday, December 28th, 7:00 pm, Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ VBA (Special Concert) John Reischman & the Jaybirds: 

A Bluegrass Christmas with special guest Annie Staninec ~ 
Saturday, December 1st at Cordova Bay United Church, 813 Claremont 
Avenue, Victoria. | $25.00 advance, $30.00 at the door | victoriabluegrass.ca

~ VFMS: Three For Silver ~ Sunday, Dec. 2nd, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ Acoustic ‘Campfire Jam’ ~ Monday, December 3rd, 8:00 pm, at the 
Duncan Showroom, Duncan. | $2.00 – $5.00 

~ Bob Blair & Chris Bauer ~ Thursday, December 6th, 8:00 pm, at the 
Duncan Showroom, Duncan. | 15.00 

~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 
Friday, December 7th, 7:00 pm | $5–10.00 | Cobble Hill Community Hall, 
3550 Watson Avenue, Cowichan Valley.

~ OzMoses ~ Friday, December 7th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Oliver Swain’s Holiday Social ~ Friday, December 7th, 7:00 pm, 
Victoria Event Centre, Victoria. | $25.00 

~ Old Tin Shack ~ Saturday, December 8th, 7:00 pm, at the Spiral Café, 
418 Craigflower Road, Victoria. | by donation$

~ VFMS: Daniel Cook & the Radiators ~ Sunday, December 9th, 7:30 pm, 
(Norway House) | $7.00

~ Peter Hawkins ~ Saturday, December 14th, 7:00 pm, at the Spiral Café, 
418 Craigflower Road, Victoria. | by donation$

~ VFMS: The Clover Point Drifters ~ Sunday, December 16th, 7:30 pm, 
(Norway House) | $7.00

~ Acoustic ‘Campfire Jam’ ~ Monday, December 17th, 8:00 pm, at the 
Duncan Showroom, Duncan. | $2.00 – $5.00 

~ VBA (Victoria Bluegrass Association) Holiday Jam and Fundraiser ~ 
Tuesday, December 18th at First Church of Christ Scientist, 
1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. For more: victoriabluegrass.ca

~ Rig-A-Jig ~ Friday, December 21st, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ VFMS: Valdy ~ Sunday, December 23th, 7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ Heartwood ~ Friday, December 28th, 7:00 pm, at the 
Spiral Café, 418 Craigflower Road, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Bijoux du Bayou ~ Friday, Dec. 28th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ VFMS: VFMS Seasonal Party with RIG-A-JIG ~ Sunday, December 30th, 
7:30 pm, (Norway House) | $7.00

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~	
· Friday, December  7th: Celso Machado | the Upstairs Lounge, 
Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 1975 Bee Street, Victoria. 
| Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) concert at 7:30 pm 
Tickets $20.00 online at beaconridgeproductions.com — or at the door!

~ Uncle Wiggly’s Hot Shoes Blues Band Tour~	
· Friday, December  13th: Mary Winspear Theatre, Sidney. 
· Friday, December  16th: The Hub, Duncan. 
· Friday, December  21st: Hermann’s Jazz Club, Victoria. 
· Friday, December  22nd: Char’s Landing, Port Alberni. 
Uncle Wiggly’s Tribute to the Blues Songs of Christmas!

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
The Roxy Theatre, 377 Berry Point Road. Admission 10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

 
Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

 
Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Rd. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

 
Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October–July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $7.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

 
MACoustic Folk Club ~ evolving, about one folkie act a month at 
the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $18.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

 
Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 7:00 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

 
Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October–April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $10.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March and April.)

 
Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

 
Sayward Valley Folk Music Society ~ Meets the second Sunday of 
the month (February–December) at Sayward Heritage Hall, 1257 Sayward 
Road, Sayward, BC | Open Mic 6:00 pm; Feature 7:00 pm | Admission $10.00 
| Contact Bob at rsampson@saywardvalley.net, or phone 250-282-0134

 
Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September–June)  7:30 pm. Admission $7.00 | Holy Trinity United 
Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Email Grant Jamieson at 
gjamie@shaw.ca  or  visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
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Note for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!

The Victoria Folk Music Society
♬

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $7.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$75.00 Individual  $120.00 Family  $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email ������������������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ������������������������������� 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������� 250-477-6844
Promotions:  Rick Lester ������������������������� vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . .        250-384-5174 
or ������������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca

For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com, search for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions 

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 

and surrounding areas.  Its primary purpose is to support 
contact, communication, and coördination between performers, 

presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music.  You must 
subscribe to be able to write to the list—follow the instructions 

on this webpage:
ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

Music            Islands

Around The

♬ ♬
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1. Please: NO performer-supplied amplification. The VFMS is proud to 
provide our audience with an Acoustic (“Unplugged”) experience.

2. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-arranged with 
the host.

3. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there are not 
enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

4. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local musicians 
new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.

VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines
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Folk’n Parking (‘Norway House’ parking lot…)
On Sunday nights, please remember that parking is:
• NOT allowed next door in the 

Sikh Temple lot, off Graham. 
You could be towed!

• NOT allowed right beside the 
hall as it is a designated fire lane. 
Ditto!

• reserved for Feature Performers 
with orange cones. Please leave 
lots of room.

• easier when you carpool.

• unrestricted on streets south 
of Hillside.

• allowed in the lot behind 
Monarch Furnishings, off Prior. 
Thanks, M o n a r c h ! !

• tricky on side-streets. Please 
respect ‘Residential Parking Only’ 
signs.

• easiest when you walk, bike, or 
take the bus!

Monarch Furnishings • 1120 Hillside Avenue
Tony Martin, Owner • monarchfurnishings.com

Hello! I have booked the small upstairs 
room at the Bent Mast for a song circle on 
Friday November 30, at 8 pm. I have also booked 
December 28.

Purpose is for singers to share traditional songs 
and ballads, mostly a capella, mostly British, and 
not be limited to just sea shanties or songs about 
water!

I hope to continue this on the Last Friday of 
each month, except when the Nautical Song 
Circle falls on that day, since they go every two 
weeks. I will create a list of interested people so 
we can always keep in touch about the date. In 
March and April we can’t do the last Friday, so it 
will be on the previous Friday.

I will announce it at the VFMS Folk evening this 
coming Sunday. I’m hoping for around 8 to 10 
people. Feel free to spread the word, since I 
don’t have email addresses for all the singers 
who might be interested.

All the best! ~ Rosie Garnet

♬  NEW 



V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 16

The Clover Point 
Drifters

Uncle Wiggly 
(The Hub—see p. 2)

17
Acoustic Campfire Jam 

(Duncan—see p. 2)

18
Victoria Bluegrass Society 

Annual 
Fundraiser 

(see p. 2)

19 20 21
Victoria Nautical Song Circle 

(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

Rig-A-Jig 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

Uncle Wiggly 
(Hermann’s—see p. 2)

Nanai m o  Fo l k 
Christmas Song Circle 

7:30 pm (see p. 2)

22
Uncle Wiggly 

(Port Alberni—see p. 2)

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 23

Valdy

24 25 26 27 28
Heartwood 

(Spiral—see p. 2)

Bijoux du Bayou 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
Jenny Lester 
7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

29
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V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 2

Three For Silver

3
Acoustic Campfire Jam 

(Duncan—see p. 2)

4 5 6
Bob Blair & 
Chris Bauer 

(Duncan—see p. 2)

7
Victoria Nautical Song Circle 

(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

OzMoses 
(Oaks—see p. 3)

Celso Machado 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Oliver Swain’s Holiday Social 
(VEC—see p. 3)

MACoustic Folk Club 
Mildly Wild 

7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

8
Old Tin Shack 

(Spiral—see p. 2)

Hi gh l an ds  Fo l k 
Fine Spirits 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Cowichan Folk 
Christmas Song Circle 

7:00 pm (see p. 2)

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 9

Daniel Cook & the 
Radiators

Sayward Valley Folk Club 
The Campbellton Celts 

7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

10 11 12 13
Uncle Wiggly 
(Winspear—see p. 2)

14
Peter Hawkins 

(Spiral—see p. 2)

Deep Cove Folk 
Rig-A-Jig 

8:00 pm (see p. 2)

15

Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.

•• • • • •Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

—Not Just for Christmas, you know, but, yeah, gifts! —

Victoria Folk Music Society Merchandise
~ Decals $2.00 ~ Suitable for car windows, guitar cases, what have you
~ Guest Passes $7.00 ~ Valid for one adult admission to the Sunday Folk Club
~ Mugs $10.00 ~ Nice to have on hand when a banjo-picking monarch drops by for tea
~ Tote Bags $10.00 ~ People have been asking for this!
~ Tee-Shirts $15.00 ~ The ultimate fashion statement for the folk aficionado
~ Tee-Shirts $20.00 ~ Long-sleeved Ts for the folk aficionado in cooler weather
~ Gift Certificates ~ $75.00 Individual or $120.00 Family ~ Valid for a year’s membership

All may be purchased at the Sunday Night Folk (“Norway House”)

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 30

VFMS Seasonal Party 
with Rig-A-Jig

31

1
John Reischman & 

The Jaybirds 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

VFMS Business 
Meeting

—7:30 pm—
3483 Lovat Avenue

V F M S 
N e w s l e t t e r 
D e a d l i n e !

 

•  Jan 04: Finch and the Fiddler 

•  Jan 11: The Mechanical Botanicals 

 our January VFMS Features:

•  Jan 18: The Flora Scott Trio 

•  Jan 25: The Jenny Lester Trio

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/

