
The Victoria Folk Newsletter

As winner of the 2015 Domenic Troiano 
Guitar Award, 2011 Worldwide Guitar Idol, 
2010 Guitar Superstar contest and the 2007 
International Finger-style Championship, 
Don  Alder from Vancouver, B.C., has 
earned his place as one of the top acoustic 
guitarists in the world and is the only 
guitarist to win all of the top prestigious 
guitar competitions armed with just an 
acoustic guitar.

His music is a unique combination 

of deeply textured melody and story. 
Lyrical and compelling, his original 
songs are notes of exploration—some 
passionate and haunting, some hard-
driven, others light and teasing. In quiet 
pieces or pushing right to the edge, 
Don’s phenomenal finger-style playing 
and rich voice captivate. Don is also 
recognized as one of the of the world’s 
top harp-guitarists.

March 4 ~ Don Alder

Master of the Autoharp, singer/songwriter, 
and riveting storyteller, Bryan Bowers, for 
over five decades, has been to the autoharp 
what Earl Scruggs was to the five-string 
banjo. He presents instrumental virtuosity 
combined with warmth, eloquence, 
expression, and professionalism. Bower’s 
creativity and talent have won him 
inductions into Frets Magazine’s First 
Gallery of the Greats, as well as being 
the first living member inducted into the 

Autoharp Hall of Fame after Maybelle 
Carter, Kilby Snow, and Sara Carter.

From his rather unglamorous beginning 
as a street singer, Bryan Bowers has 
become a major artist on the traditional 
music circuit. He has redefined the 
autoharp and is also well known as a 
singer-songwriter. Bryan has a dynamic 
outgoing personality and an uncanny 
ability to enchant a crowd in practically 
any situation.

March 18 ~ Bryan Bowers

“Full Contact Folk” best describes what 
The Ecclestons bring to the stage. 
After fourteen years together as a band 
touring all over Western Canada and the 
US, siblings Colleen (guitar and vox) 
Kelt (bass, penny whistle, and vox) and 
adopted brother Greg Madill (bouzouki, 
mandolin, bodhran and vox) have been 
busy doing their solo projects for the last 
few years.

Known for their infectious humour, 
joyfulness, and harmony, this Victoria based 
band has a massive Celtic and Canadian 
repertoire alongside solid songwriting, 
tackling everything from “bombs falling 
from the sky” to the fires raging in 
Alberta and Montana, to siren’s song and 
dancing outside on a summer night. The 
Eccelstons are back with new songs and 
love playing together again!

March 11 ~ The Ecclestons

Greg Simm has been a prominent 
figure on the East Coast music scene for 
over thirty-five years. Beginning with 
performing for country-dances when he 
was fifteen years old, he has been in 
constant demand as an instrumentalist, 
arranger, teacher and producer ever since. 
Greg has been recognized four times as a 
finalist for Music Nova Scotia’s “Educator 

Of The Year” for his work across the country 
and as a private instructor in Nova Scotia.

Greg is joined by Dave Panting, who 
is a versatile musician and a pioneer of the 
Newfoundland folk music revival. Greg 
has been performing, composing and 
recording for over 30 years with groups 
such as Figgy Duff, Rawlins Cross, and the 
Panting Brothers.

March 25 ~ Dave Panting & Greg Simm

Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $7.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


 Folk Club Features On The Islands
Qualicum Acoustic Café  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          ~ Bev Finch ~ .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   $10.00 
Friday, March 2nd, 7:30 pm, Qualicum Beach.

Deep Cove Folk  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           ~ Knackers Yard  ~  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           $10.00 
Friday, March 9th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Highlands Folk  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             ~ Ozmoses ~  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              $5.00 
Saturday, March 10th, 7:30 pm. Victoria. 778-678-2409.

Cowichan Folk Guild   .  .  .  .  .       ~ Ocie Elliot ~  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           $10, ($5 members) 
Saturday, March 10th, 7:00 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975.
Sayward Valley Folk Music Society .  .   .   .   .   .   .  ~ Harpdog Brown & 
  the Travelin’ Blues Show ~ .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        $20.00 
Sunday, March 11th, 7:00 pm. Sayward. 250-282-0134

Nanaimo Folk Connection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          ~ TBA ~  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    $5.00 
Friday, March 16th, 7:00 pm. Nanaimo. 250-591-6883.

Sooke Folk Music Society  .  .  .  .  .  .        ~ Ross Douglas ~  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         $7.00 
Saturday, March 17th, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 250-642-4568
Salt Spring Folk Club . ~ Bryan Bowers, Qristina & Quinn Bachand ~  
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                           $25.00 
Monday March 19th, 7:00 pm. Saltspring Island.

Coffeehouse on Gabriola .  ~ The Carolina Bluebirds ~ .  .  .  .  .     $5–10.00 
Friday, March 23rd, 7:00 pm. Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ John Pippus ~ Thursday, March 1st, 8:00 pm, at the Brentwood Bay Village 

Empourium (BBVE), Brentwood Bay. | $20.00 

~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 | $5–10.00 
Friday, March 2nd, 7:00 pm | The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan Station.

~ Ozmoses ~ Friday, March 2nd, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ David K ~ Friday, March 2nd, 7:30 pm, at the Brentwood Bay Village Empourium 
(BBVE), Brentwood Bay. | by donation$

~ Slim Sandy and the Hillbilly Boppers ~ Friday, March 9th, 9:00 pm, at the 
Northern Quarter, 1724 Douglas Street, Victoria. | suggested donation $10.00

~ Visions of Gumbo ~ Friday, March 9th, 7:30 pm, at the Brentwood Bay Village 
Empourium (BBVE), Brentwood Bay. | by donation$

~ Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas, opening guest: COASTLINE ~ 
Saturday, March 10th, 7:30 pm, at the First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. | Advance $20.00; Door $25.00 | 
Tickets available at  Long & McQuade and  Ivy’s Bookshop 
Info: vfsinfo@gmail.com  or  www.victoriafiddlesociety.com

~ Terry Boyle & Martin Nolan ~ Thursday, March 15th, 8:00 pm, at the 
Brentwood Bay Village Empourium (BBVE), Brentwood Bay. | $20.00 

~ Rig-A-Jig ~ Friday, March 16th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Terry Boyle & Martin Nolan ~ The Concert House 
Friday, March 16th, 7:30 pm | 17 Cambridge Street, Victoria. | $20.00 
RSVP jeniredale@hotmail.com or 250-389-1842

~ Lisa Bosman & Sue Hansen ~ Friday, March 16th, 7:30 pm, at the Brentwood 
Bay Village Empourium (BBVE), Brentwood Bay. | by donation$

~ The Connection ~ Saturday, March 17th, 7:00 pm, at the Spiral Café, 418 
Craigflower Road, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Celtic Chaos Ceilidh ~ Saturday, March 17th | 7:00 pm, at the Fanny Bay 
Community Hall, 7793 Island Highway South, Fanny Bay. | $25.00 (which 
includes food)

~ Bijoux du Bayou ~ Friday, March 23rd, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Terry Boyle & Martin Nolan ~ Saturday, March 24th | 7:00 pm, at Studio Live, 
2679 Beaufort Avenue, Cumberland. | $20.00 advance, $23.00 at the door |

~ VBA (Victoria Bluegrass Association) ~ Tuesday, Mar. 27th Lydia Beauregard, 
Katie McIntyre & Lisa Feeney | 7:30 pm | $7.00 | 
at First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. 
For more: victoriabluegrass.ca

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP) ~
· Fri. Mar.  2nd: WiL 
· Sat. Mar. 10th: Brandon Isaak & Blue Moon Marquee 
· Fri. Mar. 16th: Qristina and Quinn Bachand 
· Fri. Mar. 23rd: Carlos del Junco and the Blues Mongrels 
The Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | 
Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) concert at 7:30 pm 
Advance tickets $20.00 at Ivy’s Bookshop, Oak Bay Recreation Centre 
reception, online at beaconridgeproductions.com — or $25.00 at the door.

Concerts, etc. ~ continued on Page 3…

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
The Roxy Theatre, 377 Berry Point Road. Admission $5–10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Rd. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October–July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $5.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

MACoustic Folk Club ~ evolving, about one folkie act a month at 
the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $18.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 7:00 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October–April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $10.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March and April.)

Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

Sayward Valley Folk Music Society ~ Meets the second 
Sunday of the month (February–December) at Sayward Heritage Hall, 
1257 Sayward Road, Sayward BC | Open Mic 6:00 pm; Feature 7:00 pm | 
Admission $10.00 | Contact Bob at rsampson@saywardvalley.net, 
or phone 250-282-0134

Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September–June)  7:30 pm. Admission $7.00 | Holy Trinity United 
Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Phone Dave Gallant at 
250-642-4568 or visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
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Music            Islands

Around The

♬ ♬

The Victoria Folk Music Society
♬

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $7.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$75.00 Individual  $120.00 Family  $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email ������������������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ������������������������������� 250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������� 250-477-6844
Promotions:  Rick Lester ������������������������� vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . .        250-384-5174 
or ������������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca

For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com and search for 
VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions 

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 

and surrounding areas.  Its primary purpose is to support 
contact, communication, and coördination between performers, 

presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music.  You must 
subscribe to be able to write to the list—follow the instructions 

on this webpage:
ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk
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http://ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk


VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines
1. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-

arranged with the host.

2. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there 
are not enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

3. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local 
musicians new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.

– 3 – Note for readers of our paper Newsletter: the PDF is in colour!

Gypsy Celts Slow Jams
Monthly — dates and venues vary. All acoustic instruments 
welcome. We play with sheet music and by ear. A relaxed setting 
to improve skills and learn new Irish, Scottish, & Old-Time tunes. 
For more info, phone Marcia at 250-474-6890.

The Scottish & Irish Sunday Tune Sessions
2nd and 4th Sundays; 2:30–5:30 pm The Fernwood Inn, 
1302 Gladstone Avenue, Victoria, BC

Bring it on Cabaret & Open Mic
monthly…at Oak Bay United Church, 1355 Mitchell Street, 
Victoria —Local singers, musicians, dancers, poets, comedians, 
& more! For more information, call Gordon at 250-213-1948

All Voices Can Sing! All Voices Welcome!
The no-audition Getting Higher Choir invites new 
singers Feb. 19 –Mar. 01, 2018… 
For details visit www.gettinhigherchoir.ca/choir_life/next-
season-info.php or call Bill at 250 -920 - 4160

 Monthly…
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band ~ monthly! At The 

Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan Station. For more information, 
call Peter at 250-929-8226.

~ Victoria Storytellers’ Guild ~ monthly! Call 250-477-7044, or visit 
victoriastorytellers.org

♬

 Weekly…
~ Island Thyme Morris Dancing ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday. 

250-386-9326

~ Old-Timey Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday; at The Spiral Café. 
250-386-9393

~ Holly Tree Morris Dancing ~ 8:00 pm, every Tuesday. 
250-475-1706

~ Medieval Dancing ~ every Tuesday except the first Tuesday. 
250-478-4105

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association ~ Jams every Tuesday*, 7:45 pm. 
Active from September through May.  *On the last Tuesday of the 
month—September to May—the jam is replaced by an open stage 
followed by a feature act… For more info, visit victoriabluegrass.ca 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora Ave, Victoria.

~ Bluegrass Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Wednesday; at the 
James Bay Coffee & Books

~ Quicksbottom Morris Dancing ~ 7:15 pm, every Wednesday. 
250-656-2920

~ Victoria English Country Dance ~ 7:30 pm, every Thursday; 
for more, visit vecds.bc.ca

♬

Concerts, etc. ~ continued

~ Victoria Contra Dance ~
· Saturday, Mar. 17th, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria. 
· Saturday, Mar. 31st, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria. 
— victoriacontradance.com`

~ Hermann’s Jazz Club~  
· Mon.  Mar.  9th: Harpdog Brown & the Travelin’ Blues Show 
  | 7:30 pm | $20.00 |
· Fri.  Mar. 17th: The Ivonne Hernandez Band  | 8:00 pm | $20.00 |
Hermann’s Jazz Club, 753 View Street, Victoria, BC | 250-388-9166 
For much more, visit hermannsjazz.com

OLD TOWN STRINGS
Dylan Rovere, Luthier

Fretted Instrument Repairs,
Restoration, and Service

1034 Hillside Ave., Victoria ~ 250-383-3413

http://www.gettinhigherchoir.ca/choir_life/next-season-info.php
http://www.gettinhigherchoir.ca/choir_life/next-season-info.php
http://www.victoriastorytellers.org/
http://www.victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://vecds.bc.ca/
http://victoriacontradance.com/
http://hermannsjazz.com/
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16 17
The Connection 
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(Hermann’s—see p. 2)
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7:30 pm—(see p. 2)
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SaltSpring Folk Club 
Bryan Bowers 
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Quinn Bachand 
(see p. 2)

20 21 22 23
Bijoux du Bayou 

(Oaks—see p. 2)

Carlos del Junco and 
the Blues Mongrels 

(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
The Carolina 

Bluebirds 
7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

24
Martin Nolan & 

Terry Boyle 
(Cumberland—see p. 2)

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 25

Dave Panting & 
Greg Simm

26 27
Victoria Bluegrass Society 

Lydia Beauregard, Katie 
McIntyre & Lisa Feeney 

(see p. 2)

28 29 30
Victoria Nautical Song Circle 

(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

31

Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.

•• • • • •Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Folkifieds
Fiddle Jams ~ Victoria Fiddle Society 
meets monthly on the first Friday , 7:00   pm 
to 9:30   pm, at Wheeley Hall, Esquimalt 
United Church Building, 500 Admirals 
Road. (Enter off Lyall Street.) ~ 
$5 drop in, $20 individual membership, 
$50 family membership ~ For info, visit 
victoriafiddlesociety.com

For Sale ~ a variety of quality, open-back 
5-string banjos ~ All made in Victoria. 
Prices range from $150.00–$350.00, Special 
orders also taken. For information/viewing, 
contact Murray Luft at 778-440-1566 or 
murrayrae@yahoo.com

Folkifieds
Celtic Cross Instruments ~ Custom Made 
Mandolins, Mandolas, Octave Mandolins, 
Bouzoukis; Weisenborn Copies 
Neil Russell, 1441 Jamaica Road, 
Victoria, BC, Canada  V8N 2C9 
250-721-0712—neilscelticcross@shaw.ca—
www.celticcrossinstruments.com

Folkifieds
Victoria Contra Dance ~ Held generally 
twice a month, September to June. 
Live music. No experience necessary. 
For info, call 250-380-7602 or visit 
victoriacontradance.com

Victoria Nautical Song Circle ~ 
Every two weeks Fridays, 7:30  pm, 
upstairs at The Bent Mast (James Bay). For 
info, email wayheysallybrown@gmail.com

West Coast Harps ~ Retailing fine folk 
harps, hammered dulcimers & psalteries. 
Dusty Strings, Triplett, Noteworthy, Rees, 
and Another Era Lutherie. For more info, 
visit westcoastharps.com

HUB Square Dance 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Victoria Nautical Song Circle 
(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

Ozmoses 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

David K 
(BBVE—see p. 2)

WiL 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Qualicum Acoustic Café 
Bev Finch 

7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Visions of Gumbo 
(BBVE—see p. 2)

Slim Sandy and the 
Hillbilly Boppers 

(Northern Quarter—see p. 2)

Harpdog Brown & the 
Travelin’ Blues Show 

(Hermann’s—see p. 2)

Deep Cove Folk Club 
Knackers Yard 
8:00 pm—(see p. 2)

Alasdair Fraser & 
Natalie Haas 

(Qualicum—Google)

Brandon Isaak & 
Blue Moon Marquee 

(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Highl ands Folk 
Ozmoses 

7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Alasdair Fraser & 
Natalie Haas, plus 

(see p. 2)

Cowichan Folk 
Ocie Elliot 

7:00 pm (see p. 2)

Victoria Nautical Song Circle
    (BentMast— 7:30 pm)

RIG-A-JIG 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

Terry Boyle & Martin Nolan 
(Victoria—see p. 2)

Qristina & Quinn Bachand 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Lisa Bosman & Sue Hansen 
(BBVE—see p. 2)

Nanaimo Folk Connection 
TBA 

7:30 pm—(see p. 2)

…Apr 01: Miriam Sonstenes & Jeff Dill  |  Apr 08: Coastline  |  Apr 15: SeaStar |  |  Apr 22: The Merry McKentys  |  Apr 29: Mark Stuart…

March 23–24: Victoria Django Fest (see p.3)

V F M S 
N e w s l e t t e r 
D e a d l i n e !

VFMS Business 
Meeting

7:30 pm
3483 Lovat Avenue
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