
Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $7.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

The Victoria Folk Newsletter

Tim Hus has spent the last fourteen years 
performing his unique brand of Canadian 
historical and geographical songs from 
coast to coast in Canada, the US, and across 
the globe. Hus spent two years touring with 
Canadian icon Stompin’ Tom Connors on 
his final Newfoundland to Vancouver cross-
country trek, where Tim was heralded as 
“the best opening act Tom has had in his 
50-year career”.

Hus comes at his audience like a runaway 
rig, while firing off image-laden lyrics 

with the intensity of a western gunslinger. 
He’ll make you sit up and pay attention 
to his songs, story songs that capture the 
pioneering spirit that motivates and inspires 
truck drivers, miners, rum-runners, trappers, 
men of the land, men of the sea, and 
vagabonds. Hus was nominated for “Folk/
Roots Artist of the Year” at the Canadian 
Music Awards and “Songwriter of the Year” 
at the Folk Music Awards. Tim will be joined 
by longtime touring partner Spider Bishop 
on upright bass and lead guitar.

The Clover  Point  Drifters  repertoire 
consists primarily of traditional bluegrass 
songs, with a sprinkling of country, folk, 
blues, and pop melodies served up in the 
bluegrass style. Their songs feature close 
heartfelt duet- and trio-harmonies, backed 
by strong banjo, dobro, and mandolin 
accompaniment.

The band includes Mike  Kraft (banjo), 
who is one of Victoria’s secrets that doesn’t 
involve underwear. Besides being one 
fine banjo player, he also plays guitar in 
a variety of country, rockabilly, and blues 

bands. Larry  Stevens (resophonic guitar) 
has a gift for singing the country song, 
good times and bad, love and loss, the past 
and even further past. George  Robinson 
(bass) has the longest pedigree in the band, 
having played bluegrass bass since 1977. 
Dan  Parker (mandolin) drifted west from 
Ontario following a successful attempt to 
attain a higher education. Dan adds spirited 
and inventive solos. Alan  Law (guitar) is 
strictly a rhythm guitarist (“I do not play any 
notes”), but his drive, passion, and stamina 
are second to none.

Dan  Frechette , Canadian entertainer, 
acoustic guitarist, uncanny impressionist, 
and prolific singer-songwriter, is a musical 
force with over 1300 songs to his name. 
Laurel Thomsen, American genre-bending 
violinist, composer, and respected educator, 
has performed classically and with a variety 
of California Bay Area bands and artists since 
1998.

Lyrically refreshing and musically diverse, 
this Canadian-American duo, has toured 
the U.S. and Canada extensively, playing 

theatres, living rooms, festivals—including 
the definitive Winnipeg  Folk  Fest, and 
releasing three albums of their uplifting 
original material. 

With broad influences ranging from folk, 
classical, old-time and celtic, to gospel, jazz, 
vintage country, rock ’n’ roll, blues, and 
bluegrass, Dan and Laurel flow seamlessly 
through genres, tempos, stories, and 
moods, embodying each style with virtuosic 
command and keeping music fans on the 
edge of their seats. 

Elkhorn Ridge is a powerhouse trio born 
from the stages of the pub circuit in Victoria. 
You can expect a jam-packed set of fun-
filled sing-a-longs, virtuoso flat-picking, and 
tight harmonies.

James  Whittall has been a professional 
musician for several years. His passion and 
enthusiasm for the mandolin has taken him 
across the country, and his genuine love and 
natural ability to share his knowledge means 
he is in high demand as both instructor and 
performer.

Alex  MacCuaig also performs regularly 
with other Island acts. He has studied jazz 
and classical performance, and incorporates 
those ideas into the classic folk, celtic, and 
bluegrass sounds.

Aaron Murray was raised in the Acadian 
culture-rich reaches of Moncton, NB. He is 
steeped in folk/country tradition and adheres 
to the power of music to heal, entertain and 
empower. Aaron has painstakingly whittled 
a subtly celebratory catalogue of finely 
crafted song and story over the last 25 years.

May 21 ~ Dan Frechette & Laurel Thomsen

May 7 ~ Tim Hus

May 14 ~ The Clover Point Drifters

May 28 ~ Elkhorn Ridge

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $7.00 — Free 16 & under.
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase

$75.00 Individual  $120.00 Family  $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts

Membership, Mailing, & General Info:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email �����������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������  250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ����������������������  250-477-6844
Promotions:  Rick Lester ��������������������  vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings
Patty Castle . . . . . . . . . .            featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . .        250-384-5174 
or ��������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

VFMS on the Web: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca
For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com and search 

for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf 
Islands, and surrounding areas. Its primary purpose is to 
support contact, communication, and coördination between 
performers, presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music. 
You must subscribe to be able to write to the list. Follow the 

instructions on this webpage:

ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

The Victoria Folk Music Society

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of the 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
Now at The Roxy, 377 Berry Pt Road. Admission $5–10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September to June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Rd. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October to July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $5.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

MACoustic Folk Club ~ Meets about once a month (September to 
June) at the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $15.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 7:30 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October to April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $7.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March to April.)

Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September to June). Admission $7.00 | Holy Trinity United Church, 
1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Phone Dave Gallant at 
250-642-4568 or visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands Music            Islands

Around The

 Folk Club Features On The Islands

MACoustic Folk Club . . . . .     ~ Sweet Papa Lowdown ~ . . . . . . . . .  $15.00 
Saturday, May 6th, 7:30 pm, Parksville.

Deep Cove Folk . . . . . . .        ~ Calvin Cairnes & Paul O’Brien ~ . . . . . .      $10.00 
Friday, May 12th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Cowichan Folk Guild . . . . . . .       ~ Jack Connolly ~ . . . . . . . . . . . .            $10, ($5 members) 
Saturday, May 13th, 7:30 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Highlands Folk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  ~ John Gogo ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $5.00 
Saturday, May 13th, 7:30 pm. Victoria. 778-678-2409

MACoustic Folk Club .  ~ Genevieve & the Wild Sundays ~ . . . . .     $15.00 
Saturday, May 13th, 7:30 pm, Parksville.

Nanaimo Folk Connection . . . . . . . . . . .            ~ John Gogo ~ . . . . . . . . . .           $5.00 
Friday, May 19th, 7:30 pm. Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Sooke Folk Music Society . . . . . . . . . . .           ~ John Gogo ~ . . . . . . . . . . . .            $7.00 
Saturday, May 20th, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 250-642-4568

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . . . . . . . . .             ~ Bev Finch  ~ . . . . . . . .        $5–10.00 
Friday, May 26th, 7:00 pm. Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 | $5–10.00 

Friday, May 5th, 7:00 pm | The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan Station.

~ Ozmoses ~ Friday, May 5th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ The Jugbandits ~ Friday, May 5th, 7:00 pm, at the Gorgeous Coffee Café, 
#103, 300 Gorge Road W, Victoria. | by donation$

~ The Shari Ulrich Trio ~ Friday, May 5th, 7:30 pm,  
Oak Bay United Church, 1355 Mitchell Street, Victoria. | $22.00 

Advance tickets at Lyle’s Place or online at Brown Paper Tickets

~ Hilltop House Concert: Rick Fines, Saturday, May 6th, 7:30 pm, in Sooke | 
$20.00 | Please call 250-642-0949 for reservations & directions!

~ KGB (from Seattle) ~ The Concert House 
Sunday, May 14th, 7:30 pm | 17 Cambridge Street, Victoria. | $20.00 
RSVP jeniredale@hotmail.com or 250-389-1842

~ RIG-A-JIG ~ Friday, May 19th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ David Lowe CD Release Concert ~ Thursday, May 25th, 7:30 pm 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Ave, Victoria. | $10.00

~ Ozmoses ~ Friday, May 26th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Kouskous ~ Saturday, May 27th, 3:00 pm, at the 20th Francophone Festival, 
in Spirit (Centennial) Square, Victoria.

~ Hilltop House Concert: Whitey Somers, Saturday, May 27th, 7:30 pm, in 
Sooke | $20.00 | Please call 250-642-0949.

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~	
· Friday, May 5th:  Union Duke
· Friday, May 12th:  Martin Harley

Both BRP Events: each at the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 
1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) | Concert at 7:30 pm | 
Advance tickets $20.00 online at beaconridgeproductions.com 
 — or $25.00 at the door

~ Victoria Contra Dance ~	
· Saturday, May 13th, at St. Luke’s, Cedar Hill X Road, Victoria. 
· Saturday, May 27th, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria. 
— victoriacontradance.com

~ Hermann’s Jazz Club~	 | 8:00 pm | $20.00 |

· Saturday, May 6th: Shady Blues Band

· Sunday,  May 14th: Pierre Schryer, Adam Dobres, & Martin Nolan

· Saturday, May 20th: Harpdog Brown, & the Travelin’ Blues Show

· Thursday, May 25th: 18th Annual tribute to Bob Dylan

Hermann’s Jazz Club, 753 View Street, Victoria, BC | 250-388-9166 
For much more, visit hermannsjazz.comNote for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!
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VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines
1. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-

arranged with the host.

2. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there 
are not enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

3. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local 
musicians new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.
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OLD TOWN STRINGS
David Cahill, Luthier
Fretted Instrument Repairs,

Restoration, and Service
1034 Hillside Ave., Victoria ~ 250-383-3413

Note for readers of our paper Newsletter: the PDF is in colour!

Gypsy Celts Slow Jams
Monthly — dates and venues vary. All acoustic instruments welcome. 
We play with sheet music and by ear. A relaxed setting to improve skills 
and learn new Irish, Scottish, & Old-Time tunes. For more info, phone 
Marcia at 250-474-6890.

Victoria Bluegrass Association
Jams every Tuesday, 7:45 pm First Church of Christ Scientist, 
1205 Pandora Avenue. Players $3/$2 VBA members; listeners by 
donation. On the last Tuesday of the month from September to 
May, the jam is replaced by an open stage followed by a feature act. 
Admission $7.00 general/$5.00 VBA members/free for open-stage 
performers. For more info, visit victoriabluegrass.ca

The Scottish & Irish Sunday Tune Sessions
2nd and 4th Sundays; 2:30–5:30 pm The Fernwood Inn, 
1302 Gladstone Avenue, Victoria, BC 

Bring it on Cabaret & Open Mic
Third Friday of the month, 7:30 pm Oak Bay United Church, 
1355 Mitchell Street, Victoria, BC Local singers, musicians, dancers, 
poets, comedians, & more! To perform at the open mic, call Gordon 

at 250-213-1948

 Monthly…
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band ~ 7:30 pm, First 

Friday of every month; at The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan 
Station. $5 per person, $10 if you can… For more information, 
call Peter at 250-929-8226.

~ Victoria Storytellers’ Guild ~ 7:30 pm, generally Third Monday. 
250-477-7044, or victoriastorytellers.org

~ Victoria Fiddle Society ~ 7:00 pm, First Friday of every month…

♬

 Weekly…
~ Island Thyme Morris Dancing ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday. 

250-386-9326

~ Old-Timey Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday; at The Spiral Café. 
250-386-9393

~ Holly Tree Morris Dancing ~ 8:00 pm, every Tuesday. 250-475-1706

~ Medieval Dancing ~ every Tuesday except the first Tuesday. 
250-478-4105

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association ~ Jams every Tuesday, 7:45 pm. 
On the last Tuesday of the month from September to May, 
the jam is replaced by an open stage followed by a feature act… 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora Ave, Victoria.

~ Bluegrass Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Wednesday; at 
James Bay Coffee & Books

~ Quicksbottom Morris Dancing ~ 7:15 pm, every Wednesday. 
250-656-2920

~ Victoria English Country Dance ~ 7:30 pm, every Thursday; 
for more, visit vecds.bc.ca

♬

http://victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://www.victoriastorytellers.org/
http://www.victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://vecds.bc.ca/
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V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 7

Tim Hus
8 9 10 11 12

Nautical Song Circle 
7:30 pm

Deep Cove Folk 
Calvin Cairnes & Paul O’Brien 

8:00 pm (see p. 2)

Martin Harley 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

13
Highlands Folk 

John Gogo 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Cowichan Folk 
Jack Connolly 
7:00 pm (see p. 2)

MACoustic Folk Club 
Genevieve & the 

Wild Sundays 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

1 2 3 4 5
HUB Square Dance 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Ozmoses—(see p. 2)

The Jugbandits 
(see p. 2)

Shari Ulrich Trio 
(see p. 2)

Union Duke 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

6
Shady Blues Band 

(see p. 2)

Rick Fines 
(see p. 2)

MACoustic Folk Club 
Sweet Papa 
Lowdown 

7:30 pm (see p. 2)

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 14

Clover Point 
Drifters

Pierre Schryer, Adam 
Dobres, Martin Nolan 

(see p. 2)

KGB (from Seattle) 
(see p. 2)

15 16 17 18 19
RIG-A-JIG—(see p. 2)

Nanaimo Folk 
John Gogo 

(see p.2)

20
Harpdog Brown, & the 

Travelin’ Blues Show 
(see p. 2)

Sooke Folk 
John Gogo 

7:30 pm (see p. 2)

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 21

Dan Frechette & 
Laurel Thomsen

22 23
Victoria 

Bluegrass 
Association 

Tristan 
Scroggins 

(see p.3)

24 25
David Lowe 

CD Release Concert 
(see p. 2)

Auntie Kate & the 
Uncles of Funk 

(see p. 2)

26
Nautical Song Circle 

7:30 pm

Ozmoses—(see p. 2)

Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
Bev Finch 

7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

27
Kouskous 

(see p. 2)

Whitey Somers 
(see p. 2)

Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday•• • • • •

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 28

Elkhorn Ridge
29 30 31

…and coming in June 2017:
Jun. 04 ~ Eyes for Africa: Concert and Fundraiser

Jun. 11 ~ Sidecar Trio
Jun. 18 ~ Dave Harris

Jun. 25 ~ Martin Nolan & Terry Boyle

VFMS NEWS: Admission and Membership Fee Changes
Probably just like you, our costs to run the Folk have been going 
up every year. We have tried hard over the years to maintain our 
admission and membership fees at their current levels while 
keeping our finances in order. The last time they were changed 
was in 2007.

Unfortunately, we have now come to a point where we reluctantly 
do need to raise these fees to keep up with our expenses. So, as of 
May 1, 2017, our admission fee is $7.00 which is consistent with 
or less than what is charged by most of the other Folk clubs in the 
area. At the same time, the fees for Single memberships will be 
raised to $75.00 per year and Family memberships will be raised to 
$120.00 per year.

Even with these changes, we still like to think of the Folk as being 
the best entertainment value in Victoria and hope you do too.

 Weekly  –

Victoria English 
Country Dance

vecds.bc.ca

 Weekly  –

Victoria Bluegrass 
Association

Beginners Jam (7:45)
Intermediate (9:00)o

 Weekly  –

Hollytree Morris
8:00–9:30 pm
250-475-1706

 Weekly  –

Old-Timey Jam
The Spiral Café

7:00–9:30 pm
250-386-9303

 Weekly  –

Island Thyme 
Morris

7:00–9:00 pm
250-386-9326

V F M S 
N e w s l et te r 
D e a d l i n e !

VFMS Business 
Meeting

7:30 pm
3483 Lovat Avenue

 Weekly  –

Bluegrass Jam
James Bay Coffee 

and Books
7:00 pmo

 Weekly  –

Quicksbottom Morris
7:15 pm

250-656-2920

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/
http://vecds.bc.ca/

