
Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $5.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

The Victoria Folk Newsletter

April 16 ~ Rick Scott & Nico Rhodes
Roots & Grooves has been decades in the 
making. At age 8 Nico Rhodes wrote Rick 
Scott a fan letter, at age 12 he was inspired by 
a Pied Pumkin reunion concert and at 23 he 
orchestrated Rick’s music for symphony. Equally 
proficient on keyboards and woodwinds, Nico is 
in constant demand as an arranger and musical 
director for stage shows from Chemainus to 
Ontario, when not playing with his own trio or 

touring with renowned chanteuse Joelle Rabu.
Since early days of BC rogue folk with Pied 

Pumkin, Rick Scott has released 18 recordings and 
performed in nine countries, garnering 3 Juno 
nominations, Western Canadian and Canadian 
Folk Music Awards. Singer, songwriter, dulcimer 
ace and raconteur, he’s Goodwill Ambassador for 
the Down Syndrome Research Foundation and 
curator of the Protection Island Museum.

April 30 ~ Ian Tamblyn
Ian Tamblyn has been awarded the Estelle 
Klein and Helen Verger Awards for his 
contributions to Canadian folk music; he 
has a honourary doctorate from Lakehead 
University, a Distinguished Alumni Award 
from Trent University and was voted English 
Songwriter of the Year in 2010 by the Canadian 
Folk Music Awards, amongst other awards and 
nominations in the music and theatre world.

Ian’s songs have been covered by numerous 
artists and there is a tribute album of his work 
entitled “Coastline of our Dreams” featuring 
artists like Lynn Miles, Susan Crowe, Hart 
Rouge, and Valdy.
Over the past year Ian has been writer-in-
residence at Carleton University, teaching 
songwriting and composition to fourth-year 
music students.

April 2 ~ The Hokum Steamers
Returning with their lively renditions of ’20s 
& ’30s old time blues and gospel, are the 
ever popular Hokum Steamers with Mike 
Ballantyne (vocals, guitar), Rick Van Krugel 
(vocals, assorted mandolins, autoharp), 
and Carter Bannerman (vocals, mandola, 
guitar). Carter is a multi-instrumentalist 
who notably played mandolin and sang on 
Louis Killen’s last two U.S. recordings. Rick 

has been playing mostly jug band/acoustic 
blues since he was 17 but also plays old-time 
music. A self-taught, local legend he is a 
compulsive fixer of everything from stringed 
instruments to old typewriters. Mike came 
to Canada in 1973 and, with only two breaks, 
has been playing music almost continually 
ever since. He founded the Islands Folk 
Festival and the BC Folklore Society.

Hank is well-known for his booming bass 
voice, wry humour, and smooth picking 
on a vintage flat-top guitar. Songs of the 
sea are his forte, though he is equally 
versed in Celtic ballads, railroad tunes, and 
cowboy songs. His newest release, “Make 
The Rafters Ring” is a collection of sing-
along Irish pub songs.

He is a historian and educator 

who weaves music and history into 
presentations which bring to life the rich 
story of America’s westward movement, 
and gives his audiences insight into the 
process by which traditional songs evolve 
and change to describe new events.

Expect an evening of ballads ranging 
from boisterous to beautiful—and expect 
to sing along!

April 9 ~ Hank Cramer

Claude Bourbon is known throughout 
Europe and America for amazing guitar 
performances that take blues, Spanish, 
Middle Eastern, and Russian stylings into 
uncharted territories.

Born in France in the early 60s, Claude 
Bourbon grew up in Switzerland, where 
he was classically trained for many years.

This finger picking guitarist has per-

formed and studied all over the world; he 
has played countless venues, including 
Glastonbury Festival, Isle of Wight Festival, 
and Avenches, Switzerland, among others.

One reviewer even noted that although 
“Claude’s roots were in blues, that is like 
saying Leonardo da Vinci was a painter”.

Experience an evening of exploration in 
the unique ambiance of the Thumb!

April 23 ~ Claude Bourbon

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $5.00 — Free 16 & under.
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase

$65.00 Individual  $100.00 Family  $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts

Membership, Mailing, & General Info:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email �����������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������  250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ����������������������  250-477-6844
Promotions:  Rick Lester ��������������������  vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings
Patty Castle . . . . . . . . . .            featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . .        250-384-5174 
or ��������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

VFMS on the Web: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca
For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com and search 

for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf 
Islands, and surrounding areas. Its primary purpose is to 
support contact, communication, and coördination between 
performers, presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music. 
You must subscribe to be able to write to the list. Follow the 

instructions on this webpage:

ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

The Victoria Folk Music Society

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of the 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
Now at The Roxy, 377 Berry Pt Road. Admission $5–10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September to June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Rd. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October to July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $5.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

MACoustic Folk Club ~ Meets about once a month (September to 
June) at the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $15.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 7:30 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October to April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $7.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March to April.)

Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September to June). Admission $7.00 | Holy Trinity United Church, 
1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Phone Dave Gallant at 
250-642-4568 or visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands Music            Islands

Around The

 Folk Club Features On The Islands
Qualicum Acoustic Café . . . . . .        ~ The Jocelyn Pettit Band ~ . . . . .     $7.00 
Friday, Apr. 7th, 7:30 pm, Qualicum Beach.

Cowichan Folk Guild . . . .      ~ Kristia Di Gregorio ~ . . . . . . . . .         $10, ($5 members) 
Saturday, Apr. 8th, 7:30 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Highlands Folk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               ~ Bowker Creek ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                $5.00 
Saturday, Apr. 8th, 7:30 pm. Victoria. 778-678-2409

Deep Cove Folk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  ~ The Klez ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                $10.00 
Friday, Apr. 14th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Sooke Folk Music Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                ~ TBA ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               $7.00 
Saturday, Apr. 15th, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 250-642-4568

MACoustic Folk Club . . . . . . . .        ~ Claude Bourbon ~ . . . . . . . . . . . .            $15.00 
Friday, Apr. 21st, 7:30 pm, Parksville.

Nanaimo Folk Connection . .  ~ Andy Vine & Danielle Arcand ~ . $5.00 
Friday, Apr. 21st, 7:30 pm. Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Salt Spring Folk Club . . . . . . . .          ~ Gumboot Gala ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $25.00 
Monday Apr. 24th, 7:00 pm. Saltspring Island.

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . . . . . . . . .              ~ Bob Blair  ~ . . . . . . . . .         $5–10.00 
Friday, Apr. 28th, 7:00 pm. Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ Ozmoses ~ Friday, Apr. 7th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 

2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ RIG-A-JIG ~ Friday, Apr. 21st, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ House Concert: Ian Tamblyn ~ Friday, Apr. 21st, Qualicum, B.C. | $20.00 | 
email Joyce Beaton at Beatonqualicum@gmail.com

~ Hilltop House Concert: Beatniqs (Janet McTavish & Sue Hansen), 
Saturday, Apr. 22nd, 7:30 pm, in Sooke | $20.00 | 
Please call 250-642-0949 for reservations & directions!

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~	
· Saturday, Apr. 15th:  The Bombadils PLUS Evie Ladin & Keith Terry
· Friday, Apr. 21st:  2nd Annual Mighty String Thing
· Friday, Apr. 28th:  David Vest - Dylan & Cohen Tribute

All Three BRP Events: each at the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 
1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) | Concert at 7:30 pm | 
Advance tickets $20.00 online at beaconridgeproductions.com 
 — or $25.00 at the door

~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 | $5–10.00 | 
Friday, Apr. 7th, 7:00 pm | The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan Station.

~ Victoria Contra Dance ~	
· Saturday, Apr. 15th, at City Light Church Hall, 550 Obed Ave., Victoria. 
· Saturday, Apr. 29th, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria. 
— victoriacontradance.com

~ Old Time Fiddle Dance ~ Friday, Apr. 21st, 7:30 pm, Strawberry Vale Hall, 
11 High Street, Victoria. | $5–10.00 (individual/family)

~ Hermann’s Jazz Club~	 | 8:00 pm | $20.00 |

· Friday,  Apr. 7th: Uncle Wiggly’s turnin’ the Big 70: 
Uncle Wigglys Hot Shoes Blues Band

· Saturday, Apr. 15th: Blue Moon Marquee Quartet, featuring Darcy Phillips 
and Morgan Onda

· Sunday,  Apr. 16th: The Klez!

· Saturday, Apr. 22nd: Capital City Synchopators & The Burying Ground

· Saturday, Apr. 29th: 18th Annual tribute to Bob Dylan

Hermann’s Jazz Club, 753 View Street, Victoria, BC | 250-388-9166 
For much more, visit hermannsjazz.com

Note for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!
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VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines
1. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-

arranged with the host.

2. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there 
are not enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

3. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local 
musicians new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.

– 3 –

OLD TOWN STRINGS
David Cahill, Luthier
Fretted Instrument Repairs,

Restoration, and Service
1034 Hillside Ave., Victoria ~ 250-383-3413

Note for readers of our paper Newsletter: the PDF is in colour!

http://facebook.com/IslandsCelticMusicFestivalBC

VFMS NEWS: Admission and Membership Fee Changes
Probably just like you, our costs to run the Folk have been going 
up every year. We have tried hard over the years to maintain our 
admission and membership fees at their current levels while 
keeping our finances in order. The last time they were changed 
was in 2007.

Unfortunately, we have now come to a point where we reluctantly 
do need to raise these fees to keep up with our expenses. So, 
as of May 1, 2017, our admission fee will be raised to $7.00 
which is consistent with or less than what is charged by most of 
the other Folk clubs in the area. At the same time, the fees for 
Single memberships will be raised to $75.00 per year and Family 
memberships will be raised to $120.00 per year.

Even with these changes, we still like to think of the Folk as being 
the best entertainment value in Victoria and hope you do too.

Rick Scott & Nico Rhodes,  Ro ots & Gr o ov e s
“Hillbilly concertos, Appalachian grooves, ferocious folk funk…” 
Veteran dulcimer ace and young keyboard maverick join forces for an 
intergenerational smorgasbord of roots, rhythm and groove!

• Apr. 14: Char’s Landing, Port Alberni, 8 PM;  charslanding.com 
Tickets: 778-421-2427,  BrownPaperTickets.Com

• Apr. 15: VFMS, Norway House, Victoria, 9 PM (Jam: 6:45 pm; 
7:30 pm Open Stage)  $5 at the door

• Apr. 21: Denman Island Guesthouse,  EarthClubFactory.Com 
250-335-2688

• Apr. 22: Hornby Island House Concert;  info: RickScott.Ca

• Apr. 28: Dinner and Songs at Providence Farm Chapel, Duncan; 
6 PM 3-course meal, 7 PM concert. Dinner and Show: $35, 
Show Only: $20. Tickets at EventBrite.Ca

Old Time Fiddle Dance: April 21st, 2017
Doors at 7 PM, dance 7:30-9:30 PM
Strawberry Vale Hall, 11 High Street (at Burnside), Victoria; 
$5.00 (individual), $10.00 (family)

Daniel Lapp and the Youth Old-Time Fiddle Dance Band present 
an evening of old-fashioned fun! Come dance to polkas, waltzes, 
schottisches and a variety of fun-filled novelty dances suitable for the 
whole family. Our community dances are based on those held on the 
Canadian Prairies over the past 120 years—you’ll hear all your favourite 
traditional fiddle tunes!
No experience necessary! Dances are taught on the spot!

Gypsy Celts Slow Jams
Monthly — dates and venues vary. All acoustic instruments welcome. 
We play with sheet music and by ear. A relaxed setting to improve skills 
and learn new Irish, Scottish, & Old-Time tunes. For more info, phone 
Marcia at 250-474-6890.

Victoria Bluegrass Association
Jams every Tuesday, 7:45 pm First Church of Christ Scientist, 
1205 Pandora Avenue. Players $3/$2 VBA members; listeners by 
donation. On the last Tuesday of the month from September to 
May, the jam is replaced by an open stage followed by a feature act. 
Admission $7.00 general/$5.00 VBA members/free for open-stage 
performers. For more info, visit victoriabluegrass.ca

The Scottish & Irish Sunday Tune Sessions
2nd and 4th Sundays; 2:30–5:30 pm The Fernwood Inn, 
1302 Gladstone Avenue, Victoria, BC 

Bring it on Cabaret & Open Mic
Third Friday of the month, 7:30 pm Oak Bay United Church, 
1355 Mitchell Street, Victoria, BC Local singers, musicians, dancers, 
poets, comedians, & more! To perform at the open mic, call Gordon 

at 250-213-1948

 Monthly…
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band ~ 7:30 pm, First 

Friday of every month; at The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan 
Station. $5 per person, $10 if you can… For more information, 
call Peter at 250-929-8226.

~ Victoria Storytellers’ Guild ~ 7:30 pm, generally Third Monday. 
250-477-7044, or victoriastorytellers.org

~ Victoria Fiddle Society ~ 7:00 pm, First Friday of every month…

♬

 Weekly…
~ Island Thyme Morris Dancing ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday. 

250-386-9326

~ Old-Timey Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday; at The Spiral Café. 
250-386-9393

~ Holly Tree Morris Dancing ~ 8:00 pm, every Tuesday. 250-475-1706

~ Medieval Dancing ~ every Tuesday except the first Tuesday. 
250-478-4105

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association ~ Jams every Tuesday, 7:45 pm. 
On the last Tuesday of the month from September to May, 
the jam is replaced by an open stage followed by a feature act… 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora Ave, Victoria.

~ Bluegrass Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Wednesday; at 
James Bay Coffee & Books

~ Quicksbottom Morris Dancing ~ 7:15 pm, every Wednesday. 
250-656-2920

~ Victoria English Country Dance ~ 7:30 pm, every Thursday; 
for more, visit vecds.bc.ca

♬

http://facebook.com/IslandsCelticMusicFestivalBC
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http://vecds.bc.ca/
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Highlands Folk 
Bowker Creek 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)
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Kristia Di Gregorio 

7:00 pm (see p. 2)

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 9

Hank Cramer
10 11 12 13 14

Nautical Song Circle 
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Sooke Folk 
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RIG-A-JIG—(see p. 2)

Mighty String Thing 
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Ian Tamblyn—(see p.2)

22
Capital City 

Synchopators PLUS 
(see p. 2)

Beatniqs 
(see p. 2)

Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.
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V FM S   f e a t u r e :
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24

SaltSpring Folk Club 
Gumboot Gala 

(see p. 2)

25 26 27 28
Nautical Song Circle 

7:30 pm

David Vest 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
Bob Blair 

7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

29
18th Annual Tribute 
to Bob Dylan with 
Two Bobs and a Mule 

(see p. 2)

…May 07: Tim Hus  |  May 14: The Clover Point Drifters  | 
  May 21: Dan Frechette & Laurel Thomsen  |  May 28: Elkhorn Ridge…

2017 Islands Celtic [Music] Festival in Ladysmith, April 28-30

 Weekly  –

Victoria English 
Country Dance

vecds.bc.ca

 Weekly  –

Bluegrass Jam
James Bay Coffee 

and Books
7:00 pmo

 Weekly  –

Victoria Bluegrass 
Association

Beginners Jam (7:45)
Intermediate (9:00)o

 Weekly  –

Hollytree Morris
8:00–9:30 pm
250-475-1706

 Weekly  –

Old-Timey Jam
The Spiral Café

7:00–9:30 pm
250-386-9303

 Weekly  –

Island Thyme 
Morris

7:00–9:00 pm
250-386-9326

V F M S 
N e w s l et te r 
D e a d l i n e !

VFMS Business 
Meeting

7:30 pm
3483 Lovat Avenue

Folkifieds
Fiddle Jams ~ Victoria Fiddle Society meets 
monthly on the first Friday, 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm, at 
Fairfield United Church, 1303 Fairfield Road ~ $5 
drop in, $20 individual membership, $50 family 
membership~ For info, visit victoriafiddlesociety.com

Alan  Hume,  Guitarist ~ Performance, 
composition, instruction in blues, classical, and 
traditional music and theory. Phone 250-385-2819 
or email alanhume@hotmail.com

Bob de Wolff, Guitarist, North Saanich ~ 
Lessons in folk, roots, swing, pop, and theory. Phone 
250-655-3811 or email bdewolff@mac.com

Guitar Lessons ~ Learn to play folk, blues, or 
jazz. $25 an hour. Contact Mike Sampson at 250-
592-8997 or mikeshome@shaw.ca

Clarinet Lessons ~ Email Mary, without_a_
net@shaw.ca

Mike Jones ~ Lessons in guitar, banjo, and fiddle. 
Phone 250-475-0809.

Music  Lessons ~ All styles of guitar from 
classical to folk to jazz. Also five-string banjo, 
mandolin, ukulele, bass, and beginner to 
intermediate keyboard. $20 per half-hour. Phone 
250-508-9305 or email larrymcquarrie@yahoo.ca

Paul  O’Brien, Celtic performer and 
teacher, offers lessons in bodhrán, guitar, 
mandolin, bouzouki, and four-string banjo, as 
well as stagecraft and songwriting. Email paul@
paulobrien.ca or phone 250-480-0634.

Upper Room Recording Studio ~ Located 
on Bay Street near Shelbourne, this is where Jim 
Moffatt produced his CD Live at Crystal Gardens. 
Studio time is available on a sliding scale. For more 
information, call Jim at 250-858-9323.

Victoria Nautical Song Circle ~
Held every two weeks Fridays, 7:30 pm, upstairs at 
The Bent Mast. For info, email wayheysallybrown@
gmail.com

Victoria Contra Dance ~ Held approximately 
twice a month, September to June. Live music. No 
experience necessary. For info, call 250-380-7602 or 
visit victoriacontradance.com

Quicksbottom  Morris seeks big-brass 
player ~ Euphonium, sousaphone, or tuba. Other 
instruments please inquire too, as we are interested 
in expanding. Rehearsals Wednesday evenings. 
For more information, visit quicksbottommorris.ca, 
email info@quicksbottommorris.ca, or phone Alan 
at 250-656-2920.

West Coast Harps ~ Retailing fine folk harps, 
hammered dulcimers & psalteries. Dusty Strings, 
Triplett, Noteworthy, Rees, and Another Era 
Lutherie. For more info, visit westcoastharps.com

 Weekly  –

Quicksbottom Morris
7:15 pm

250-656-2920
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