
Folk Club:	 Every Sunday ~ Admission $5.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format:	 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To:	 VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website:	 victoriafolkmusic.ca

The Victoria Folk Newsletter

February 19 ~ The Riverside Bluegrass Band
The Riverside Bluegrass Band is an 
extraordinary bluegrass band comprised of 
some of the best musicians on the Island. 
Talented, energetic, exciting and fun to 
watch, you can be certain everyone will 
enjoy this fresh new sound!

Tad  Ruszel’s inspirational lyrics and 
heart-warming guitar melodies have 
been catching the ear and enthusiasm of 
thousands across the northwest coast. Jeff 
Dill (guitarist, harmony and lead vocalist) 

joined Riverside  in May 2016, adding 
his rhythmic groove and lead stylings 
to the group. They are joined by Ivonne 
Hernandez, who is the reigning 5-time 
Grand North American Fiddle Champion 
and began her musical career at the age of 
three. Backing up these talented musicians 
with hard-driving bass, Eric Adams has been 
on the bluegrass scene for over 30 years. 
He’s joined by special guest Mike Craft, who 
is one of Canada’s finest banjo players.

February 5 ~ The Lost Talkers
A relatively new grouping of seasoned 
performers, The  Lost  Talkers  are 
a collective of musicians in Victoria, 
BC, who have come together to write, 
record, and perform what they like to call 
“West Coast Roots Music”. Combining 
elements of Folk, Blues, Bluegrass, and 
traditional music, The Lost Talkers 
have crafted a distinctive sound that’s 
hard to label but easy to enjoy.

Members of T h e   L o s t   Ta l k e r s 
include Jason  Duder  on vocals, 
Kevin O’Brien on guitars, Ross Bakalic 
on standup bass, Greg  Madill  on 
mandolin, and Terry James on cajon.

They have recently finished their first 
CD and are looking forward to bringing 
their energy and musicianship to the 
Victoria Folk Music Society’s feature 
stage.

Western Canadian singer-songwriter 
John Gogo is from a large musical 
family in Nanaimo. After a two-year 
stint as a chokerman in a logging 
camp, he began his professional music 
career with two of his brothers in the 
progressive rock band G ra p h i c s , 
touring around BC and Alberta. In 1985 
John switched gears and began playing 
his acoustic guitar in pubs, beer parlours, 
and at folk festivals. He released his first 

album “Coal & Wood” in 1990, with 
original songs about his family history 
in mining and logging. This was his 
first of 5 full-length recordings of his 
original songs. His 2015 release “Coal 
& Wood (Revisited)” is a return to 
his early ‘folk singer’ days, featuring 2 
songs from the original album plus a 
handful of new originals about some 
of the people, places, and historical 
events of Canada’s western islands.

February 12 ~ John Gogo

T h e   B a n q u o   F o l k   E n s e m b l e —
comprising Lael   Whitehead,  Bil l 
Jamieson and siblings Eric and Amy 
Reiswig—is a multi-instrumental 
acoustic group from Victoria, BC. 
Formed in 1998, Banquo started out 
playing primarily Irish traditional music 
but soon wanted to explore a fusion 
with early music, leading to a dramatic 
expansion in vision and repertoire.

Banquo’s  varied repertoire means 
an equally varied set of instruments. 
With a rather exotic complement of 
over 20 instruments at their disposal, 

this ensemble features several voices 
as well as cittern, hurdy-gurdy, shawm, 
vielle, crumhorn, mandolin, recorders, 
and many more. Banquo also sings in 
several languages, including English, 
Breton French, Irish, and Latin.

Of ten incorporating historical 
cos t u m i n g ,  p o e t r y,  a n d  o th e r 
theatrical elements, Banquo strives to 
showcase wonderful ancient music by 
transporting listeners back to a simpler 
time with music for every occasion, 
whether it be celebrating, lamenting, 
dancing, or drinking!

February 26 ~ The Banquo Folk Ensemble

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html




Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $5.00 — Free 16 & under.
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase

$65.00 Individual  $100.00 Family  $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts

Membership, Mailing, & General Info:  contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email �����������������  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Host Master General:  Nancy Taylor ��������������������������  250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Taylor ����������������������  250-477-6844
Promotions:  Rick Lester ��������������������  vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings
Patty Castle . . . . . . . . . .            featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter  Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . .        250-384-5174 
or ��������������������������������������������������� newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

VFMS on the Web: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca
For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com and search 

for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf 
Islands, and surrounding areas. Its primary purpose is to 
support contact, communication, and coördination between 
performers, presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music. 
You must subscribe to be able to write to the list. Follow the 

instructions on this webpage:

ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

The Victoria Folk Music Society

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of the 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
Now at The Roxy, 377 Berry Pt Road. Admission $5–10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September to June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Rd. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October to July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $5.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

MACoustic Folk Club ~ Meets about once a month (September to 
June) at the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $15.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 7:30 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October to April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $7.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March to April.)

Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September to June). Admission $7.00 | Holy Trinity United Church, 
1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Phone Dave Gallant at 
250-642-4568 or visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands Music            Islands

Around The

 Folk Club Features On The Islands

Deep Cove Folk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               ~ Bryan Bowers ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $10.00 
Friday, Feb. 10th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Cowichan Folk Guild . . . . .       ~ Bijoux du Bayou ~ . . . . . . . . . . .           $10, ($5 members) 
Saturday, Feb. 11th, 7:30 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Highlands Folk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    ~ TBA ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     $5.00 
Saturday, Feb. 11th, 7:30 pm. Victoria. 778-678-2409

Nanaimo Folk Connection . . . . . . . .          ~ Stephen Palmer ~ . . . . . . .        $5.00 
Friday, Feb. 17th, 7:30 pm. Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Sooke Folk Music Society . . . . . . . .         ~ Stephen Palmer ~ . . . . . . . . .         $7.00 
Saturday, Feb. 18st, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 250-642-4568

Salt Spring Folk Club . . . . . . . . . . .           ~ Rick Fines ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                $25.00 
Monday Feb. 20rd, 7:00 pm. Saltspring Island.

Coffeehouse on Gabriola . . . . . . . . . . .            ~ Pennybrook ~ . . . . . . .       $5–10.00 
Friday, Feb. 24th, 7:00 pm. Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Concerts, etc.
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 | $5–10.00 

Friday, Feb. 3rd, 7:00 pm | The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan Station.

~ Ozmoses ~ Friday, Feb. 3rd, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ House Concert: Celtic Chaos | $20.00 
Saturday, Feb. 4th, 7:30 pm, Nanaimo. | email Dave Barta at dbarta@shaw.ca

~ RIG-A-JIG ~ Friday, Feb. 17th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Nellie Quinn & Chris Meredith ~ Deep Cove Folk Club Concert Series 
CD Release Concert & Special Guests, with Daniel Lapp’s British Columbia 
Fiddle Orchestra (opening act) | $26.25  —  or $31.50 at the door | 
Saturday, Feb. 18th, 8:00 pm, at the Mary Winspear Centre, Sidney. 
| For advance tickets go to marywinspear.ca, or phone 250-656-0275 |

~ Fiddle Workshop & House Concert: Nellie Quinn & Chris Meredith ~ 
Thursday, Feb. 23rd, Qualicum | $30.00 for Workshop And Concert, 
$20.00 for Concert Only | Contact Joyce Beaton Beatonqualicum@gmail.com

~ Ivonne Hernandez & Hardly Handsome ~ Victoria Bluegrass Association 
Tuesday, Feb. 28th, 7:30 pm | First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria. | $7.00 ($5.00 for members) | victoriabluegrass.ca

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~	
· Saturday, Feb. 4th:  Anna & Elizabeth
· Friday, Feb. 10th:  Groove Kitchen
· Friday, Feb. 17th:  Rick Fines & Roly Platt
· Friday, Feb. 24th:  Mardi Gras Dance  with  Bijoux du Bayou, 

Daniel Cook & The Radiators,  Bastion Duo
All Four BRP Events: each at the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 
1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) | Concert at 7:30 pm | 
Advance tickets $20.00 online at beaconridgeproductions.com 
 — or $25.00 at the door

~ Victoria Contra Dance ~	
· Saturday, Feb. 11th, at St. Luke’s, 3821 Cedar Hill X Road, Victoria. 
· Saturday, Feb. 25th, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria. 
— victoriacontradance.com

~ The Victoria Django Festival ~	
· Friday, Feb. 10th: Dance and Speakeasy 

at White Eagle Hall, 90 Dock Street. Doors 7:30 pm | Show 8 pm

· Saturday, Feb. 11th: Main Event Concert and Dance 
at St Andrews Church & Kirk Hall, 680 Courtney. Doors 7:30 pm | Show 8 pm

· Tuesday, Feb. 14th: Valentine’s Dinner and Concert 
at Northern Quarter, 1724 Douglas Avenue. Dinner 5:30 pm | Show 8 pm

Advance Tickets available at Ditch Records, Hoyne Brewery, Lyle’s Place, 
& Eventbrite.ca:

• Friday Feb. 10th: $30.00 in advance 
• Saturday Feb. 11th: $50.00 adv 
• Friday and Saturday: $70.00 adv 
• Tuesday Feb. 14th (including meal): $95.00 adv

· For more information, visit victoriadjangofestival.com

Note for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!

– 2 –

mailto:info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
mailto:vfmspromotions@shaw.ca
mailto:featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca
mailto:newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html
http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html
mailto:webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca
https://www.facebook.com/VFMS-Victoria-Folk-Music-Society-218461088168584/
mailto:islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
http://ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk
mailto:colcog@shaw.ca
http://www.cowichanfolkguild.ca/special-projects/coffee-houses/
http://deepcovefolk.ca/
http://highlands.bc.ca/323/Highlands-Music-Coffee-House
mailto:zhinoos9@gmail.com
http://mcmillanartscentre.com/
mailto:nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com
mailto:beatonqualicum@gmail.com
http://saltspringfolkclub.com/
http://sookefolkmusicsociety.com/
mailto:dbarta%40shaw.ca
http://marywinspear.ca/
mailto:Beatonqualicum%40gmail.com
http://victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://www.beaconridgeproductions.com/
http://victoriacontradance.com/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/d/canada--victoria/victoria-django-festival/
http://victoriadjangofestival.com/


VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines
1. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-

arranged with the host.

2. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there 
are not enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

3. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local 
musicians new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.
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http://facebook.com/IslandsCelticMusicFestivalBC

Note for readers of our paper Newsletter: the PDF is in colour!

Voice Workshop with 
Penny Sidor

Saturday, March 04: 10am – 4pm 
$80.00 for the day-long workshop

Sunday, March 05: private sessions 
$45.00 for private sessions (45 minutes)

or a combined price of $110.00 
for workshop and a private session 

(saving $15.00)

Location: TBA

Instruction will focus on: b r e a t h i n g , 
getting resonance, activating support, 
somatic awareness and having fun! 
No experience necessary, special 
consideraton for ‘the terrified’ and a 
very supportive atmosphere.

Spaces are limited!

Please contact Heather Parsons 
by Feb. 23, 2017:
email heather.d.parsons@gmail.com, 
or text/phone 250-532-3976

 Weekly…
~ Island Thyme Morris Dancing ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday. 

250-386-9326

~ Old-Timey Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday; at The Spiral Café. 
250-386-9393

~ Holly Tree Morris Dancing ~ 8:00 pm, every Tuesday. 250-475-1706

~ Medieval Dancing ~ every Tuesday except the first Tuesday. 
250-478-4105

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association ~ Jams every Tuesday, 7:45 pm. 
On the last Tuesday of the month from September to May, 
the jam is replaced by an open stage followed by a feature act… 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora Ave, Victoria.

~ Bluegrass Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Wednesday; at 
James Bay Coffee & Books

~ Quicksbottom Morris Dancing ~ 7:15 pm, every Wednesday. 
250-656-2920

~ Victoria English Country Dance ~ 7:30 pm, every Thursday; 
for more, visit vecds.bc.ca

 Monthly…
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band ~ 7:30 pm, First 

Friday of every month; at The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan 
Station. $5 per person, $10 if you can… For more information, 
call Peter at 250-929-8226.

~ Victoria Storytellers’ Guild ~ 7:30 pm, generally Third Monday. 
250-477-7044, or victoriastorytellers.org

~ Victoria Fiddle Society ~ 7:00 pm, First Friday of every month…

 
Lo ok ing for  more?

The Scottish and Irish Sunday Tune Sessions 
2nd and 4th Sundays; 2:30 pm–5:30 pm 
The Fernwood Inn, 1302 Gladstone Avenue, Victoria, BC

Bring it on Cabaret & Open Mic 
Local singers, musicians, dancers, poets, comedians, and more 
Third Friday of the month, 7:30 pm 
Oak Bay United Church, 1355 Mitchell Street, Victoria, BC 
Feb 17: Valentine Cabaret featuring Maureen Washington 
To perform at the open mic, call Gordon: 250-213-1948

All Voices Can Sing! All Voices Welcome! 
The no-audition Getting Higher Choir invites new 
singers Feb. 13–23, 2017… 
For details visit www.gettinhigherchoir.ca/choir_life or 
call Bill at 250-920-4160

http://facebook.com/IslandsCelticMusicFestivalBC
mailto:heather.d.parsons%40gmail.com
http://www.victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://vecds.bc.ca/
http://www.victoriastorytellers.org/
http://www.gettinhigherchoir.ca/choir_life
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V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 5

The Lost Talkers
6 7 8 9

 

10
Deep Cove Folk 
Bryan Bowers 

8:00 pm (see p. 2)

Groove Kitchen 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

DjangoFest 
<White Eagle Hall> 

(see p. 2)

11
Highlands Folk 

TBA 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

DjangoFest 
<St. Andrews Hall> 

(see p. 2)

Cowichan Folk 
Bijoux du Bayou 

7:00 pm (see p. 2)

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 12

John Gogo
13 14

DjangoFest 
<Northern Quarter> 

(see p. 2)

15 16 17
Nautical Song Circle 

7:00 pm

RIG-A-JIG—(see p. 2)

Nanaimo Folk 
Stephen Palmer (see p. 2)

Rick Fines & Roly Platt 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

18
Sooke Folk 

Stephen Palmer 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Nellie Quinn & 
Chris Meredith 

(see p. 2)

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 19

The Riverside 
Bluegrass Band

20
SaltSpring Folk Club 

Rick Fines 
(see p. 2)

21 22 23
Nellie Quinn & 
Chris Meredith 
(Qualicum, BC) 

(see p. 2)

24
Mardi Gras Dance 

(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Coffeehouse on Gabriola 
Pennybrook 

7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

25

V FM S   f e a t u r e :
 26

Banquo Folk 
Ensemble

27
 

28
Victoria Bluegrass Society 
Ivonne Hernandez & 

Hardly Handsome 
(see p. 2)

Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.

1 2 3
Nautical Song Circle 

7:00 pm

HUB Square Dance 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Ozmoses 
7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

4
Anna & Elizabeth 

(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Celtic Chaos
Nanaimo (see p. 2)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday•• • • • •

…and coming in March 2017:
Mar. 05 ~ Kevin Roy

Mar. 12 ~ Denis Donnelly & Lanny Pollet
Mar. 19 ~ Glenn Chatten & The Men of Quiet Desperation

Mar. 26 ~ Three For Silver

 Weekly  –

Victoria English 
Country Dance

vecds.bc.ca

 Weekly  –

Quicksbottom Morris
7:15 pm

250-656-2920

 Weekly  –

Bluegrass Jam
James Bay Coffee 

and Books
7:00 pmo

 Weekly  –

Victoria Bluegrass 
Association

Beginners Jam (7:45)
Intermediate (9:00)o

 Weekly  –

Hollytree Morris
8:00–9:30 pm
250-475-1706

 Weekly  –

Old-Timey Jam
The Spiral Café

7:00–9:30 pm
250-386-9303

 Weekly  –

Island Thyme 
Morris

7:00–9:00 pm
250-386-9326

V F M S 
N e w s l et te r 
D e a d l i n e !

VFMS Business 
Meeting

7:30 pm
3483 Lovat Avenue

Folkifieds
Fiddle Jams ~ Victoria Fiddle Society meets 
monthly on the first Friday, 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm, at 
Fairfield United Church, 1303 Fairfield Road ~ $5 
drop in, $20 individual membership, $50 family 
membership~ For info, visit victoriafiddlesociety.com

Alan  Hume,  Guitarist ~ Performance, 
composition, instruction in blues, classical, and 
traditional music and theory. Phone 250-385-2819 
or email alanhume@hotmail.com

Bob de Wolff, Guitarist, North Saanich ~ 
Lessons in folk, roots, swing, pop, and theory. Phone 
250-655-3811 or email bdewolff@mac.com

Guitar Lessons ~ Learn to play folk, blues, or 
jazz. $25 an hour. Contact Mike Sampson at 250-
592-8997 or mikeshome@shaw.ca

Clarinet Lessons ~ Email Mary, without_a_
net@shaw.ca

Mike Jones ~ Lessons in guitar, banjo, and fiddle. 
Phone 250-475-0809.

Music  Lessons ~ All styles of guitar from 
classical to folk to jazz. Also five-string banjo, 
mandolin, ukulele, bass, and beginner to 
intermediate keyboard. $20 per half-hour. Phone 
250-508-9305 or email larrymcquarrie@yahoo.ca

Paul  O’Brien, Celtic performer and 
teacher, offers lessons in bodhrán, guitar, 
mandolin, bouzouki, and four-string banjo, as 
well as stagecraft and songwriting. Email paul@
paulobrien.ca or phone 250-480-0634.

Upper Room Recording Studio ~ Located 
on Bay Street near Shelbourne, this is where Jim 
Moffatt produced his CD Live at Crystal Gardens. 
Studio time is available on a sliding scale. For more 
information, call Jim at 250-858-9323.

Victoria Nautical Song Circle ~
Held every two weeks Fridays, 7:30 pm, upstairs at 
The Bent Mast. For info, email wayheysallybrown@
gmail.com

Victoria Contra Dance ~ Held approximately 
twice a month, September to June. Live music. No 
experience necessary. For info, call 250-380-7602 or 
visit victoriacontradance.com

Quicksbottom  Morris seeks big-brass 
player ~ Euphonium, sousaphone, or tuba. Other 
instruments please inquire too, as we are interested 
in expanding. Rehearsals Wednesday evenings. 
For more information, visit quicksbottommorris.ca, 
email info@quicksbottommorris.ca, or phone Alan 
at 250-656-2920.

West Coast Harps ~ Retailing fine folk harps, 
hammered dulcimers & psalteries. Dusty Strings, 
Triplett, Noteworthy, Rees, and Another Era 
Lutherie. For more info, visit westcoastharps.com
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