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The Unfaithful Servants have quickly 
gained a reputation on Vancouver Island as 
a must-see act. They are a band that leaves 
a lasting impression on their audience and 
that always earns their encore. They are 
made up of Jesse Cobb (mandolin), Dylan 
Stone (guitar), Miriam Sontenes (fiddle), 
and Dennis Siemens (bass).

The credits and resumé of The Servants 
are staggering and impressive, yet it is 
the chemistry of the whole that creates 
something special. Sharing vocal harmonies 

around a single microphone is integral 
to their blend as a group, combined with 
explosive instrumentals and compelling 
story-telling, they draw their audience into 
an entertaining and memorable experience.

The Servants have a solid foundation 
of experience and talent to boast of, yet it’s 
the effort they put in together as a group 
that moves audiences and attracts their 
fans. The depth and talent of this group are 
undeniable and the road they travel will be 
an exciting journey to watch unfold.

January 7 ~ The Unfaithful Servants

Ozmoses is an acoustic quartet playing 
repertoire packed with an eclectic range 
of songs drawn from Canadiana, blues, 
pop, country, gospel, and folk genres. The 
members take turns at singing lead, and 
their performances feature rich four-part 
harmonies, creative arrangements and 
well-defined instrumentation.

Burke Rosen brings his unique brand of 
folk finger-style guitar to Ozmoses. Paul 
Winfield plays rhythm and lead guitar in 

the band, and Patty Castle brings stand-
up bass and flute. The band’s sound is 
completed with fiddle from their newest 
member, Vivian Sinclair.

Ozmoses song choices are unique and 
varied. From a foot-stomping gospel song, 
to a driving blues, to a Canadian folk song 
with a sing-along chorus, to a folkified 
pop song, Ozmoses is ready to kick some 
musical butt at Norway House.

January 21 ~ Ozmoses

With a Master’s degree and a Juno award 
between them, it’s hard to call Nashville 
duo Oliver the Crow a “new band”. It 
just took a while for cellist Kaitlyn Raitz 
& fiddler Ben Plotnick to find each other. 
Kaitlyn had been playing as a quasi-
classical cellist, camouflaging with the 
best of them at McGill University, while 
secretly playing fiddle tunes, country, and 
pop songs with folk bands and writers. Ben 
had been running from gig to gig as a gun 

for hire in his hometown of Calgary, and his 
adopted town of Toronto, cycling through 
Americana songwriters, bluegrass bands, 
and folk groups.

Decades of experience as chamber 
musicians helped them to blend instantly, 
but it’s their spontaneous, energetic yet 
subtle approach to folk music that sets 
them apart. NPR called Oliver the Crow 
an “inspired collaboration” in 2017. Find 
out why for yourself.

January 14 ~ Oliver the Crow

Howe Sound is a trio of performers that 
specializes in songs and stories of the life 
on and around the sea. Group members 
include Jill King, Jake Galbraith, and 
Bryon Thompson, all of whom have been 
well-known for decades around Vancouver 
Island and the lower mainland folk circles 
for their performing work as individuals 
and with various ensembles.

Jill began singing as a teenager in 
her native New Zealand, and has since 

performed in that country, Australia, 
England, Canada, and the United States. 
Her wide and varied repertoire reflects her 
experiences living on several continents. 
Jake has been indulging his musical habit 
for more than fifty years now, mostly as a 
performer, but also in various capacities as 
a producer and sound engineer. Bryon is 
a singer-songwriter and music teacher. His 
powerful lead vocals are legendary, and his 
instrumental prowess is formidable.

January 28 ~ Howe Sound

Folk Club: Every Sunday ~ Admission $7.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format: 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To: VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website: victoriafolkmusic.ca

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


 Folk Club Features on the Islands
Deep Cove Folk  . . . . . . . . .  ~ The Wardens  ~ .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $10.00 
Friday, January 12th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

MACoustic Folk Club   ~ Saskia & Darrel: The Great Plains ~  . . .  $18.00 
Friday, January 12th, 7:30 pm, Parksville.

Highlands Folk  . .  ~ Karel Roessingh & Susannah Adams ~  . . $5.00 
Saturday, January 13th, 7:30 pm. Victoria. 778-678-2409.

Cowichan Folk Guild  . . .  ~ Oliver the Crow ~  . . . . . .  $10, ($5 members) 
Saturday, January 13th, 7:00 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975.

Nanaimo Folk Connection  . . . . .  ~ Howe Sound ~ .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5.00 
Friday, January 19th, 7:00 pm. Nanaimo. 250-591-6883.

Sooke Folk Music Society  . . . . . . . . .  ~ TBA ~ .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $7.00 
Saturday, January 20th, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 250-642-4568

Coffeehouse on Gabriola   ~ Ben Miller & Anita MacDonald ~   $5–10.00 
Friday, January 26th, 7:00 pm. Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

Salt Spring Folk Club  . .  ~ Lonesome Ace Stringband ~  . . . . . .  $25.00 
Monday January 29th, 7:00 pm. Saltspring Island.

ConCerts, etC.
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 | $5–10.00 

Friday, January 5th, 7:00 pm | The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan Station.

~ Ozmoses ~ Friday, January 5th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ West My Friend ~ The Concert House 
Saturday, January 6th, 7:30 pm | 17 Cambridge Street, Victoria. | $20.00 
RSVP jeniredale@hotmail.com or 250-389-1842

~ Rig-A-Jig ~ Friday, January 19th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Bijoux du Bayou ~ Friday, January 26th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Citizen Jane ~ The Concert House 
Friday, January 26th, 7:30 pm | 17 Cambridge Street, Victoria. | $20.00 
RSVP jeniredale@hotmail.com or 250-389-1842

~ Dan Challis ~ Saturday, January 27th, 7:00 pm, at the Spiral Café, 
418 Craigflower Road, Victoria. | by donation$

~ VBA (Victoria Bluegrass Association) 
Monday, Jan. 29th Bill Evans Banjo Workshop | 7:30 pm | $30.00 
Tuesday, Jan. 30th Bill Evans Concert: The Banjo In America | 8 pm | $20.00 
at First ChurCh oF Christ sCientist, 1205 Pandora Avenue, Victoria. 
For more: victoriabluegrass.ca

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP) ~
· Fri. Jan. 12th: Terry Robb with special guests The Blue Hearts 
· Fri. Jan. 19th: The Clover Point Drifters w/ The Unfaithful Servants 
· Fri. Jan. 26th: Big Dave McLean w/ special guests Lazy & Slim 
The Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | 
Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) concert at 7:30 pm 
Advance tickets $20.00 at Ivy’s Bookshop, Oak Bay Recreation Centre 
reception, online at beaconridgeproductions.com — or $25.00 at the door

~ The Mary Winspear Centre (in Sidney) ~  
· Sat. Jan. 13th: Va l d y 
· Sun. Jan. 14th: Pete Seeger ’s The Incompleat Folksinger 
· Sat. Jan. 20 th: Connie Kaldor
Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue, Sidney | 250-388-9166 
For much more, visit marywinspear.ca

~ Victoria Contra Dance ~ 
· Saturday, Jan. 13th, at St. Luke’s, Cedar Hill X Road, Victoria. 
· Saturday, Jan. 27th, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria. 
— victoriacontradance.com

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of each 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
The Roxy Theatre, 377 Berry Point Road. Admission $5–10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September–June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Rd. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October–July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $5.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

MACoustic Folk Club ~ evolving, about one folkie act a month at 
the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $18.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September–June) at 7:00 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October–April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $10.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March and April.)

Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

Sayward Valley Folk Music Society ~ Meets the second 
Sunday of the month (February–December) at Sayward Heritage Hall, 
1257 Sayward Road, Sayward BC | Open Mic 6:00 pm; Feature 7:00 pm | 
Admission $7.00 | Bob Sampson rsampson@saywardvalley.net

Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September–June)  7:30 pm. Admission $7.00 | Holy Trinity United 
Church, 1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Phone Dave Gallant at 
250-642-4568 or visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
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Gypsy Celts Slow Jams
Monthly — dates and venues vary. All acoustic instruments 
welcome. We play with sheet music and by ear. A relaxed setting 
to improve skills and learn new Irish, Scottish, & Old-Time tunes. 
For more info, phone Marcia at 250-474-6890.

The Scottish & Irish Sunday Tune Sessions
2nd and 4th Sundays; 2:30–5:30 pm The Fernwood Inn, 
1302 Gladstone Avenue, Victoria, BC 

Bring it on Cabaret & Open Mic
monthly…at Oak Bay United Church, 1355 Mitchell Street, Victoria 
—Local singers, musicians, dancers, poets, comedians, & more! 
For more information, call Gordon at 250-213-1948

Music            Islands

Around The

♬ ♬

The Victoria Folk Music Society
♬

Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $7.00 — Free 16 & under. 
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase 
$75.00 Individual $120.00 Family $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts 
Membership/Mailing, General Info, Emergencies: contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email   info@victoriafolkmusic.ca
Host Master General: Nancy Taylor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator: Nancy Taylor  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  250-477-6844
Promotions: Rick Lester  . . . . . . . . . . . .  vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings 
Patty Castle   featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore  . . . . . . .  250-384-5174 
or  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free monthly VFMS Newsletter email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

Our VFMS website:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca

For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com and search for 
VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions 

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, 

and surrounding areas. Its primary purpose is to support 
contact, communication, and coördination between performers, 

presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music. You must 
subscribe to be able to write to the list—follow the instructions 

on this webpage:
ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk
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VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines
1. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-

arranged with the host.

2. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there 
are not enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

3. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local 
musicians new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.
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After 45 years of dedicated service to the music community 
of Victoria, Dave Cahill is passing his torch to the next 
generation. As of January 1, 2018, local luthier and Dave’s 
trusted colleague Dylan Rovere will be taking over Old 
Town Strings as owner-operator and master healer of all 
things stringed.

While Dave’s talent at the workbench and steadfast 
commitment to his clients will be greatly missed, he moves 
on to well-earned retirement confident that his shop’s future 
is in good hands. Dylan studied instrument building and 
repair at Douglas College with master luthier Michael Dunn 
followed by two years apprenticing with Larrivée Guitars 
before starting to build his own instruments and eventually 
establishing his own workshop. Dylan and Dave have worked 
closely together for almost twenty years, each valuing the 
other’s skill and integrity, and Dave is pleased that Dylan 
will not only be taking over the business but also the role 
of Authorized CF Martin Warranty Repairperson for south 
Vancouver Island.

As a self-taught luthier, Dave emigrated from Richmond, 
VA, to Port Coquitlam, BC, in July 1970 with a dream of 
setting up a “one stop folk shop” modelled on the Alexandria 
Folklore Center he’d left back home. Offering instruments for 
sale, repair services, music books, bits and lessons, Dave and 
fellow Virginian Bob Manahan opened The Folklore Centre 
that September and immediately began connecting with 
local musicians including Marjorie Pine, Rick van Krugel and 

Jim Ham. Lured to the island soon after by Wayne Vliet and 
Kent Fiddy, Dave and Marjorie relocated The Folklore Centre 
to Victoria in 1972, first to a storefront on Blanshard Street 
then to Market Square where the business was renamed Old 
Town Strings and became a fixture of the folk music scene.

Marjorie set up and managed the retail store, produced 
hand-printed newsletters, and generally attended to myriad 
business details before deciding to return to university to 
pursue another career. It was then Denis Donnelly took over 
managing the retail operation, followed by Cheryl Andrews, 
Russ Godfrey, Laurie Lawson, Kevin de Kelver, Mike Jones 
and finally Al Hume who managed the store for 24 years until 
its closing. Jim Ham and Rick van Krugel joined Dave in the 
repair shop early on, as did Steve Saba for a time, and while 
Jim eventually left to establish his own instrument building 
and repair business, Rick stayed on with Old Town Strings 
and the three of them have continued to collaborate on 
challenging jobs to this day.

As well as promoting the ownership and care of stringed 
instruments, Old Town also served to connect eager learners 
with gifted teachers, arranging lessons with folks already 
part of the business like Marjorie, Denis, Mike, Al, and Dave 
himself, as well as other outstanding local musicians like Ken 
Hall, Marc Atkinson, Ron Forbes Roberts, Avram (Devon) 
McCagherty, James Whittal and many more.

In 2008, for health and economic reasons, Dave undertook 
a major downsizing of the business by closing the retail 
store and music school and moving the repair shop to its 
present location on Hillside Avenue. After a decade more 
of impeccable service, the time has finally come for Dave to 
hand over his tools. He does so with gratitude for 47 years 
of unwavering support from clients, friends, family, and 
colleagues and we in turn bid him adieu, grateful for his 
years of dedication to his craft and to our community. Dave’s 
generosity, his deft touch, his attention to detail, and his 
charming southern drawl will be dearly missed at Old Town, 
but Dylan Rovere and Dan Parker will be there to carry on 
with the same high standards, so please don’t be a stranger!

Dave Cahill and The Folklore Centre aka Old Town Strings 
were also central to the founding of the Victoria Folk Music 
Society and a big part of our enduring success. Please plan 
to come to the club on Sunday, February 25, and help us 
celebrate that legacy!

 Monthly…
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band ~ monthly! At The 

Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan Station. For more information, 
call Peter at 250-929-8226.

~ Victoria Storytellers’ Guild ~ monthly! Call 250-477-7044, or visit 
victoriastorytellers.org

♬

 Weekly…
~ Island Thyme Morris Dancing ~ 7:00 pm, every MondAy. 

250-386-9326

~ Old-Timey Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every MondAy; at The Spiral Café. 
250-386-9393

~ Holly Tree Morris Dancing ~ 8:00 pm, every TuesdAy. 
250-475-1706

~ Medieval Dancing ~ every TuesdAy excepT the first Tuesday. 
250-478-4105

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association ~ Jams every TuesdAy*, 7:45 pm. 
Active from September through May. *on the last tuesday of the 
month—September to May —the jam is replaced by an open stage 
followed by a feature act… For more info, visit victoriabluegrass.ca 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora Ave, Victoria.

~ Bluegrass Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every WednesdAy; at the 
James Bay Coffee & Books

~ Quicksbottom Morris Dancing ~ 7:15 pm, every WednesdAy. 
250-656-2920

~ Victoria English Country Dance ~ 7:30 pm, every ThuRsdAy; 
for more, visit vecds.bc.ca

♬

old toWn strIngs
David Cahill (retired), Dylan Rovere

Fretted Instrument Repairs,
Restoration, and Service

1034 Hillside Ave., Victoria ~ 250-383-3413

Dave Cahill’s Victoria Folklore Centre 1975

http://www.victoriastorytellers.org/
http://www.victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://vecds.bc.ca/
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V FM S  f e a t u r e :
 7

The Unfaithful 
Servants

8 9 10 11 12
Terry Robb 

(  BRP  —see p. 2)

Deep Cove Folk Club 
The Wardens 
8:00 pm—(see p. 2)

MACoustic 
Saskia & Darrel: The 

Great Plains 
(Parksville—see p. 2)

13
HigHlanDs Folk 

Karel Roessingh & 
Susannah Adams 

7:30 pm (see p. 2)

CowiCHan Folk guilD 
Oliver the Crow 

6:00 pm—(see p. 2)

Valdy 
(sidney—see p. 2)

1 2 3 4 5
HUB SqUare Dance 
7:30 pm (see p. 2)

Nautical Song Circle 
(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

Ozmoses 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

6
West My Friend 

(victOria—see p. 2)

V FM S  f e a t u r e :
 14

Oliver the Crow

Pete Seeger’s The 
Incompleat Folksinger 

(sidney—see p. 2)

15 16 17 18 19
Nautical Song Circle 
(BentMast— 7:30 pm)

RIG-A-JIG 
(Oaks—see p. 2)

Clover Point Drifters 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

nanaimo Folk ConneCtion 
Howe Sound 
7:30 pm—(see p. 2)

20
sooke Folk Club 

TBA 
7:30 pm—(see p. 2)

Connie Kaldor 
(sidney—see p. 2)

V FM S  f e a t u r e :
 28

Howe Sound

29
Victoria Bluegrass society 

Bill Evans Workshop 
(see p. 2)

saltspring Folk cluB 
Lonesome Ace 

Stringband 
(see p. 2)

30
Victoria Bluegrass society 

Bill Evans Concert 
(see p. 2)

31

V FM S  f e a t u r e :
 21

Ozmoses

22 23 24 25 26
Bijoux du Bayou 

(Oaks—see p. 2)

Citizen Jane 
(victOria—see p. 2)

Big Dave McLean 
(  BRP  —see p. 2)

CoFFeeHouse on gabriola 
Ben Miller & Anita 

MacDonald 
7:00 pm—(see p. 2)

27
Dan Challis 

(sPiral—see p. 2)

Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.

•• • • • •Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Folkifieds
Fiddle Jams ~ Victoria Fiddle Society meets 
monthly on the first Friday, 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm, at 
Wheeley Hall, Esquimalt United Church Building, 
500 Admirals Road. (Enter off Lyall Street.) ~ 
$5 drop in, $20 individual membership, $50 family 
membership ~ For info, visit victoriafiddlesociety.com

Alan Hume, Guitarist ~ Performance, 
composition, instruction in blues, classical, and 
traditional music and theory. Phone 250-385-2819 
or email alanhume@hotmail.com

Clarinet Lessons ~ Email Mary, without_a_
net@shaw.ca

Bob de Wolff, Guitarist, North Saanich ~ 
Lessons in folk, roots, swing, pop, and theory. Phone 
250-655-3811 or email bdewolff@mac.com

Guitar Lessons ~ Learn to play folk, blues, 
or jazz. $25 an hour. Contact Mike Sampson at 
250-592-8997 or mikeshome@shaw.ca

Mike Jones ~ Lessons in guitar, banjo, and fiddle. 
Phone 250-475-0809.

Victoria Nautical Song Circle ~
Every two weeks Fridays, 7:30 pm, upstairs 
at The Bent Mast. For info, email wayheysallybrown@

gmail.com

Victoria Contra Dance ~ Held approximately 
twice a month, September to June. Live music. No 
experience necessary. For info, call 250-380-7602 or 
visit victoriacontradance.com

Upper Room Recording Studio ~ Located 
on Bay Street near Shelbourne, this is where Jim 
Moffatt produced his CD Live at Crystal Gardens. 
Studio time is available on a sliding scale. For more 
information, call Jim at 250-858-9323.

West Coast Harps ~ Retailing fine folk harps, 
hammered dulcimers & psalteries. Dusty Strings, 
Triplett, Noteworthy, Rees, and Another Era 
Lutherie. For more info, visit westcoastharps.com

…and coming in February 2018:
Feb. 04 ~ Greg Greenway

Feb. 11 ~ Jay Aymar
Feb. 18 ~ The Carolina Bluebirds

Feb. 25 ~ An Old Town Strings Tribute Panel Concert

V F M S 
N e w s l e t t e r 
D e a d l i n e !

VFms Business 
Meeting

7:30 pm
3483 Lovat Avenue

 ParkIng neWs…
1. Unfortunately, parking is no longer available to us on Sunday nights at the Sikh Temple.

2. Please DO NOT park in the driveway alongside the Norway House building, it has been 
designated a Fire Lane.
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