
Folk Club: Every Sunday ~ Admission $5.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format: 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a 10-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To: VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website: victoriafolkmusic.ca

The Victoria Folk Newsletter

March 19 ~ Glenn Chatten & The Men of Quiet Desperation
It is impossible not to feel the depth of being 
human, with all of its frailties, joys, sadness, fears, 
and strengths when listening to one of Glenn 
Chatten’s songs. His mastered ability as an acoustic 
finger-style guitarist combines mesmerizing 
eclectic rhythms with profound lyrics and 
melodies. Glenn’s song-writing emerges from the 
“in-between” spaces of life: the spaces between 
children playing at a park, between a gathering 
of aboriginal elders, or on a street corner in the 
downtown east-side of Vancouver.

Having deep respect for the musicians with 

whom he performs—Ken Cade on violin, Enrico 
Renzon on lead guitar, and Ross Christopher 
Fairbairn on bass—Glenn’s intent is always to 
make real everyone’s potential, sharing not only 
the soul-filled joy of music with them but fostering 
it in other artists in the community.

A participating member of SAC (Songwriters 
Association of Canada) and Music BC, the Musical 
Director of the Vancouver Youth Theatre, the Artistic 
Director of Vancouver’s “Joy Fest” Songwriters 
Festival, Glenn is a highly-respected and established 
singer/songwriter.

Three For Silver runs off the friction of opposing 
forces. Thunderous bass and dreamy melody, 
baritone growl and smooth soprano, new music 
and timeworn style. The band creates a sound 
that is both wholly unique and yet familiar.

They’re the feeling you don’t quite have a 
word for, or the town you just arrived in but could 
already call home. If it’s folk music no one has 
found the country of origin.

Musical comparisons include such acts as Tin 
Hat Trio, Man Man, Tom Waits, and Kronos Quartet.

Three For Silver grew as the brainchild of 
Willo Sertain and Lucas Warford, during a long 
international tour with the Underscore Orchestra 
and was named for a half-mistaken poem 
recalled once in a dream. They perform primarily 
as a trio, but also in Big Band format with drums, 
horns, and strings.

The band has hit the road non-stop since their 
formation in 2013, playing over 200 shows a year, 
and have gained an international following with 
their unmistakable sound.

March 5 ~ Kevin Roy
Everyone loves a good story. Winnipeg Alt-
country troubadour Kevin Roy  shares his 
songs as if telling a story for the first time 
over morning coffee. He delivers poignant folk 
ballads, wry witty toe-tappers, and barnburners 
with the right balance of aw-shucks honesty and 
unbridled enthusiasm.

Kevin  is proud to announce a western 
Canadian tour in support of his video release for 
“The Mighty River”. The song—from his debut 
“Heartworn Highways” LP—is a thoughtful 

and sparse tune inspired by the yearly flooding 
of the Red River valley in Manitoba. The music 
video was created using footage of the 1950 
Manitoba Flood compiled from the Manitoba 
Archives. While touring Kevin will be donating 
all money earned from the song sales to the 
Canadian Red Cross.

If you see Kevin Roy down one of life’s many 
highways, tip your hat and buy him a round—
it’s sure to result in a story or two, and maybe a 
tune with a bit of old-school twang.

Founding VFMS member Denis Donnelly 
returns with friends to perform music from 
his beloved Ireland in this feature. Denis will 
sing, play guitar and Irish harp, and be joined 
prominently by his long-time musical partner, 
the wonderfully proficient Lanny Pollet, who 
will play Irish flutes. Together they will re-create 
some of the most beautiful and enduring songs 
and tunes from that amazing tradition.

Denis is also bringing in some of his singing 
friends, including long-time folk favourite 
Maureen Campbell, to lend harmonies to both 

slow and gorgeous Irish airs, as well as some 
lively toe-tapping pub songs.

Saint Paddy’s Day shows generally tend to be 
lively sing-along events (and there will be some 
of that for sure) but Denis is also interested in 
digging deeper into the musical traditions of 
that musical nation, meaning you’ll hear music 
both fast and slow, familiar and unfamiliar, and 
traditional and newly-composed.

A rousing Irish time is guaranteed for all. 
And as they say over there “You’re all very 
welcome!”

March 12 ~ Denis Donnelly and friends

March 26 ~ Three For Silver

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html


Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $5.00 — Free 16 & under.
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase

$65.00 Individual $100.00 Family $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts

Membership, Mailing, & General Info: contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email  . . . . . . . .  info@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Host Master General: Nancy Taylor  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator: Nancy Taylor  . . . . . . . . . . .  250-477-6844
Promotions: Rick Lester  . . . . . . . . . .  vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings
Patty Castle  . . . . . . . . . .  featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore  . . . . . . .  250-384-5174 
or  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

VFMS on the Web:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca
For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com and search 

for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf 
Islands, and surrounding areas. Its primary purpose is to 
support contact, communication, and coördination between 
performers, presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music. 
You must subscribe to be able to write to the list. Follow the 

instructions on this webpage:

ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

The Victoria Folk Music Society

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of the 
month. 6:30 pm Doors/Jam; 7:00 pm Open Stage; 8:30 pm Feature. 
Now at The Roxy, 377 Berry Pt Road. Admission $5–10.00 
Email colcog@shaw.ca

Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September to June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 8 pm, 10990 West Saanich Rd. Admission $10.00 
Please lug a mug. | Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October to July) 7:30 pm, at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $5.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

MACoustic Folk Club ~ Meets about once a month (September to 
June) at the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $15.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 7:30 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October to April*) 7:30 pm, at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $7.00 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March to April.)

Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to April on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September to June). Admission $7.00 | Holy Trinity United Church, 
1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Phone Dave Gallant at 
250-642-4568 or visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands Music            Islands

Around The

 Folk Club Features on the Islands

Deep Cove Folk  . . . . . . . . ~ Denis Donnelly and friends ~  . . . . . .  $10.00 
Friday, Mar. 10th, 8:00 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Cowichan Folk Guild  . . . . . . . .  ~ John Gogo ~  . . . . . . . . . . . .  $10, ($5 members) 
Saturday, Mar. 11th, 7:30 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Highlands Folk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ Pennybrook ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00 
Saturday, Mar. 11th, 7:30 pm. Victoria. 778-678-2409

Nanaimo Folk Connection  . . . . . . . . . .  ~ Pennybrook ~  . . . . . . . . . $5.00 
Friday, Mar. 17th, 7:30 pm. Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Sooke Folk Music Society  . . . . . . . . . . ~ Pennybrook ~  . . . . . . . . . .  $7.00 
Saturday, Mar. 18st, 7:30 pm. Sooke. 250-642-4568

Salt Spring Folk Club  . . . . . . . . . .  ~ Shred Kelly ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25.00 
Monday Mar. 20rd, 7:00 pm. Saltspring Island.

Coffeehouse on Gabriola  . . .  ~ Dave Panting & Greg Simm ~   $5–10.00 
Friday, Mar. 24th, 7:00 pm. Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

ConCerts, etC.
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 | $5–10.00 | 

Friday, Mar. 3rd, 7:00 pm | The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan Station.

~ Ozmoses ~ Friday, Mar. 3rd, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ House ConCert: André Brunet ~ Friday, Mar. 3rd, Qualicum, B.C. | $20.00 | 
email Joyce Beaton at Beatonqualicum@gmail.com

~ Hilltop House ConCert: Genevieve & the Wild Sundays, 
Saturday, Mar. 4th, 7:30 pm, in Sooke | $20.00 | 
Please call 250-642-0949 for reservations & directions!

~ Jon Brooks ~ Sooke Folk Music Society Concert Series 
Saturday, Mar. 4th, 8:00 pm, Holy Trinity United Church, 1962 Murray Road, 
Sooke. | $15.00 |

~ RIG-A-JIG ~ Friday, Mar. 17th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant & Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | by donation$

~ Tracy Lynn and Annie Savage ~ Victoria Bluegrass Association (VBA) 
Tuesday, Mar. 28th, 7:30 pm | First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria. | $7.00 ($5.00 for members) | victoriabluegrass.ca

~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~ 
· Friday, Mar. 3rd: Big Little Lions
· Friday, Mar. 10th: Christine Tassan et les imposteures
· Friday, Mar. 17th: Ceilidh w/ Crikey Mor & My Boulder House
· Friday, Mar. 24th: Dave Gunning
· Friday, Mar. 31st: The Andrew Collins Trio

All Five BRP Events: each at the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 
1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) | Concert at 7:30 pm | 
Advance tickets $20.00 online at beaconridgeproductions.com 
 — or $25.00 at the door

~ Victoria Contra Dance ~ 
· Saturday, Mar. 11th, at City Light Church Hall, 550 Obed Ave., Victoria. 
· Saturday, Mar. 25th, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria. 
— victoriacontradance.com

~ Hermann’s Jazz Club~ 

· Saturday, Mar. 4th: Diana Braithwaite and Chris Whiteley Blues 
| 8:00 pm | $20.00 |

· Friday, Mar. 10th: Impressions of Lightfoot: James McRae, Miles Black, 
Rene Worst, Jennifer Scott 
| 8:00 pm | $20.00 |

Hermann’s Jazz Club, 753 View Street, Victoria, BC | 250-388-9166 
For much more, visit hermannsjazz.com

Note for readers of our PDF Newsletter: the blue words are hyperlinks!
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VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines
1. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-

arranged with the host.

2. Performers can play once per calendar month unless there 
are not enough musicians to fill the evening’s open stage. 

3. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local 
musicians new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.

– 3 –

OLD TOWN STRINGS
David Cahill, Luthier
Fretted Instrument Repairs,

Restoration, and Service
1034 Hillside Ave., Victoria ~ 250-383-3413

Note for readers of our paper Newsletter: the PDF is in colour!

Vo i c e  Wo r k s h o p 
with Penny Sidor

Saturday, March 04: 10am – 4pm 
Location: TBA

Oh this is Fun. A day-long 
workshop which will explore 
techniques required to sing 
easily and freely!
Instruction will focus on: 
breathing, resonance, activating 
support, somatic awareness and 
having a good time!
Penny’s been singing forever 
and teaching since 1988. Her 
emphasis is on freeing the natural 
voice, singing with authenticity, 
and learning some tricks and

techniques to make the whole 
thing feel and sound easy.  Singing 
is for everyone. No experience 
necessary. Especially gentle for 
‘the terrified’.

 Weekly…
~ Island Thyme Morris Dancing ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday. 

250-386-9326

~ Old-Timey Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Monday; at The Spiral Café. 
250-386-9393

~ Holly Tree Morris Dancing ~ 8:00 pm, every tuesday. 250-475-1706

~ Medieval Dancing ~ every tuesday exCept the first Tuesday. 
250-478-4105

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association ~ Jams every tuesday, 7:45 pm. 
On the last Tuesday of the month from September to May, 
the jam is replaced by an open stage followed by a feature act… 
First Church of Christ Scientist, 1205 Pandora Ave, Victoria.

~ Bluegrass Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Wednesday; at 
James Bay Coffee & Books

~ Quicksbottom Morris Dancing ~ 7:15 pm, every Wednesday. 
250-656-2920

~ Victoria English Country Dance ~ 7:30 pm, every tHursday; 
for more, visit vecds.bc.ca

 Monthly…
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band ~ 7:30 pm, First 

Friday of every month; at The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan 
Station. $5 per person, $10 if you can… For more information, 
call Peter at 250-929-8226.

~ Victoria Storytellers’ Guild ~ 7:30 pm, generally tHird Monday. 
250-477-7044, or victoriastorytellers.org

~ Victoria Fiddle Society ~ 7:00 pm, First Friday of every month…

http://facebook.com/IslandsCelticMusicFestivalBC

Gypsy Celts Slow Jams
Monthly — dates and venues vary. ♬ All acoustic instruments welcome. 
We play with sheet music and by ear. A relaxed setting to improve skills 
and learn new Irish, Scottish, & Old-Time tunes. ♬ For more info, phone 
Marcia at 250-474-6890.

Victoria Bluegrass Association
Jams every Tuesday, 7:45 pm ♬ First Church of Christ Scientist, 
1205 Pandora Avenue. ♬ Players $3/$2 VBA members; listeners by 
donation ♬ On the last Tuesday of the month from September to 
May, the jam is replaced by an open stage followed by a feature act. 
♬ Admission $7.00 general/$5.00 VBA members/free for open-stage 
performers. ♬ For more info, visit victoriabluegrass.ca

The Scottish & Irish Sunday Tune Sessions
2nd And 4th Sundays; 2:30 pm–5:30 pm ♬ The Fernwood Inn, 
1302 Gladstone Avenue, Victoria, BC 

Bring it on Cabaret & Open Mic
Third Friday of the month, 7:30 pm ♬ Oak Bay United Church, 1355 
Mitchell Street, Victoria, BC ♬ Local singers, musicians, dancers, poets, 
comedians, & more ♬ To perform at the open mic, call Gordon at  

250-213-1948

http://www.victoriabluegrass.ca/
http://vecds.bc.ca/
http://www.victoriastorytellers.org/
http://facebook.com/IslandsCelticMusicFestivalBC
http://victoriabluegrass.ca/
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…Apr. 02: The Hokum Steamers | Apr. 09: Hank Cramer | Apr. 16: Rick Scott & Nico Rhodes | 

| Apr. 23: Claude Bourbon | Apr. 30: Ian Tamblyn…
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Visit the VFMS on the internet — victoriafolkmusic.ca — for more information.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday•• • • • •

 Weekly –

Victoria English 
Country Dance

vecds.bc.ca

 Weekly –

Quicksbottom Morris
7:15 pm

250-656-2920

 Weekly –

Bluegrass Jam
James Bay Coffee 

and Books
7:00 pmo

 Weekly –

Victoria Bluegrass 
Association

Beginners Jam (7:45)
Intermediate (9:00)o

 Weekly –

Hollytree Morris
8:00–9:30 pm
250-475-1706

 Weekly –

Old-Timey Jam
The Spiral Café

7:00–9:30 pm
250-386-9303

 Weekly –

Island Thyme 
Morris

7:00–9:00 pm
250-386-9326

V F M S 
N e w s l et te r 
D e a d l i n e !

vFms Business 
Meeting

7:30 pm
3483 Lovat Avenue

Folkifieds
Fiddle Jams ~ Victoria Fiddle Society meets 
monthly on the first Friday, 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm, at 
Fairfield United Church, 1303 Fairfield Road ~ $5 
drop in, $20 individual membership, $50 family 
membership~ For info, visit victoriafiddlesociety.com

Alan Hume, Guitarist ~ Performance, 
composition, instruction in blues, classical, and 
traditional music and theory. Phone 250-385-2819 
or email alanhume@hotmail.com

Bob de Wolff, Guitarist, North Saanich ~ 
Lessons in folk, roots, swing, pop, and theory. Phone 
250-655-3811 or email bdewolff@mac.com

Guitar Lessons ~ Learn to play folk, blues, or 
jazz. $25 an hour. Contact Mike Sampson at 250-
592-8997 or mikeshome@shaw.ca

Clarinet Lessons ~ Email Mary, without_a_
net@shaw.ca

Mike Jones ~ Lessons in guitar, banjo, and fiddle. 
Phone 250-475-0809.

Music Lessons ~ All styles of guitar from 
classical to folk to jazz. Also five-string banjo, 
mandolin, ukulele, bass, and beginner to 
intermediate keyboard. $20 per half-hour. Phone 
250-508-9305 or email larrymcquarrie@yahoo.ca

Paul O’Brien, Celtic performer and 
teacher, offers lessons in bodhrán, guitar, 
mandolin, bouzouki, and four-string banjo, as 
well as stagecraft and songwriting. Email paul@
paulobrien.ca or phone 250-480-0634.

Upper Room Recording Studio ~ Located 
on Bay Street near Shelbourne, this is where Jim 
Moffatt produced his CD Live at Crystal Gardens. 
Studio time is available on a sliding scale. For more 
information, call Jim at 250-858-9323.

Victoria Nautical Song Circle ~
Held every two weeks Fridays, 7:30 pm, upstairs at 
The Bent Mast. For info, email wayheysallybrown@
gmail.com

Victoria Contra Dance ~ Held approximately 
twice a month, September to June. Live music. No 
experience necessary. For info, call 250-380-7602 or 
visit victoriacontradance.com

Quicksbottom Morris seeks big-brass 
player ~ Euphonium, sousaphone, or tuba. Other 
instruments please inquire too, as we are interested 
in expanding. Rehearsals Wednesday evenings. 
For more information, visit quicksbottommorris.ca, 
email info@quicksbottommorris.ca, or phone Alan 
at 250-656-2920.

West Coast Harps ~ Retailing fine folk harps, 
hammered dulcimers & psalteries. Dusty Strings, 
Triplett, Noteworthy, Rees, and Another Era 
Lutherie. For more info, visit westcoastharps.com
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