
Folk Club: Every Sunday ~ Admission $5.00 
Norway House, 1110 Hillside Avenue ~ on the #4 bus route

Format: 6:45 pm Impromptu Jam Session ~ newcomers welcome 
7:30 pm Open Stage ~ sign up with the Host to perform a ten-minute set 
8:45 pm Intermission ~ tea, coffee, and assorted goodies available 
9:00 pm The Feature ~ as shown below

Mail To: VFMS c/o Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2A5
Website: victoriafolkmusic.ca
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The Victoria Folk Newsletter

Rhonda Lou and Michael Nicholls from 
Little Crow join together with their long 
time friend and bass player extraordinaire, 
Clark Brendon. These three first played 
together in a band back in the Jurassic 
age (the 70s) and are very happy to be 
performing together again and for our 
Victoria Folk Music audience.

Rhonda has been on the music scene 
in Victoria for over 35 years, and has 
developed her own unique style through a 
combination of a strongly percussive rhythm 

guitar style, rootsy harmonica, and stand-
out vocals. Michael has had a lifelong career 
as a drummer and singer. Since forming 
Little Crow, he has been able to indulge 
his love for playing the ukulele as well as 
the mandolin. Rhonda and Michael have 
recorded two CDs together, “Horse Crazy”, 
and “Travelling Light”, released in the 
Spring of 2015. Joining the duo on double 
bass, Clark adds his solid musicianship and 
charismatic style to create a dynamic trio 
that is sure to bring a smile.

April 3 ~ Little Crow

Hailing from Saint Louis, Missouri, Thomas 
is known as a ‘musician’s musician.’ His 
passion and sensitivity exude from the 
strings when he plays, and his voice brings 
the love and message in a song directly to 
your heart. He is acclaimed as a finger-style 
guitar virtuoso and legendary folk singer.

From the earliest strains of singing in class 
in elementary school, to taking up the violin 
in 5th grade, music has been integral to and 
synonymous with joy in life for Thomas. 
He has performed in orchestral and solo 

settings on various stages for many years 
and is currently touring as a solo singer-
songwriter–solo finger-style guitarist. His 
menagerie of stringed instruments now 
features the amazing 12-string Spanish 
Laud, which he plays fluently and naturally 
in his own inimitable style, as well as the 
Puerto Rican Cuatro, a lovely and brilliant 
10-string instrument.

Thomas’s performances are intimate 
and personal, and touch his audiences 
regardless of the size of the venue.

April 24 ~ Thomas P. Radcliffe

April 10 ~ Road Trip Boogie
Road Trip Boogie (made up of Pam 
Paton and Liz Powers) was born in 
Nova Scotia, from an afternoon jam 
session which was the beginning of a 
songwriting extravaganza. Pam and Liz 
knew they were on to something good 
when folks commented about the uplifting, 
enthusiastic energy they brought to the 
stage along with their ability to engage their 
audiences. Their vocal harmonies, upbeat 
and engaging personalities, songwriting 
expertise, and creative interpretation of 
obscure cover tunes intrigue audiences.

Pam brings the rhythmic drive to the 

duo’s sound, along with her experience 
crafting and arranging songs that illustrate 
her originality and musical proficiency. Liz 
adds the melodic aspect of the duo’s sound 
with her heartfelt accordion, melodica, 
and harmonicas, that demonstrate her 
artistry and enthusiasm for music. Their 
spontaneous banter and storytelling 
resonate with their audiences as they 
connect and share their dynamic kinship. 
They offer an eclectic mix of original 
songs, instrumentals, and covers that 
will have everyone singing along on this 
extraordinary musical adventure.

Jon Brooks isn’t interested in “happy 
songs”— he admits no understanding of 
such a song. He’s interested in the soul of 
things. In an age wherein Wikipedia has 
obliterated the unanswerable question, he 
reinvigorates our ancient joy of unknowing. 
In an age of polarized politics and binary 
thinking, he lifts us, if only for a night, 
above ‘ism’ and ‘ology’ in the effort we 
see each other as individual human beasts. 
Jon isn’t interested in “happy songs”— he’s 
interested in hopeful songs.

A five-time Canadian Folk Music Awards 
nominee, Jon is a record-setting 4-time loser 
of 4 nominations for English Songwriter 
of the Year. He plans to break his own 
record. He is joined by Neil Cruickshank, 
co-founder and guitarist for Brickhouse, 
a Blues/Funk Vancouver band that has 
recently released their latest CD, “Future”. 
In Jon’s own words: “I write songs to calm 
those who have looked into and seen what 
is in their hearts. I also write songs to terrify 
those who have not.”

April 17 ~ Jon Brooks

http://victoriafolkmusic.ca/index.html
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Admission to Sunday Folk Club ~ $5.00—Free 16 & under.
No charge for VFMS members, volunteers, and performers

Memberships ~ one year from date of purchase

$65.00 Individual $100.00 Family $17.00 Newsletter Only

Contacts

Membership, Mailing, & General Info: contact Carol Aileen 
at 250-475-1355 or email  . . . . . . . . info@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Host Master General: Nancy Taylor  . . . . . . . . . . . .  250-477-6844
Volunteer Coordinator: Nancy Taylor  . . . . . . . . . .  250-477-6844
Promotions: Rick Lester  . . . . . . . . .  vfmspromotions@shaw.ca

Feature Performer Bookings
Patty Castle  . . . . . . . . . .  featurebooking@victoriafolkmusic.ca

Newsletter Emily Jones & Ron Gillmore  . . . . . . .  250-384-5174 
or  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . newsletter@victoriafolkmusic.ca
To sign up for a free email subscription, visit 

victoriafolkmusic.ca/vfms_newsletter_subscribe.html

VFMS on the Web:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . victoriafolkmusic.ca
Ron Gillmore  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  webmaster@victoriafolkmusic.ca
For our Facebook page, go to facebook.com and search 

for VFMS.

ISLANDFOLK
An Email List for Folk-Music Announcements and Discussions

islandfolk@ml.islandnet.com
This list is intended to serve Vancouver Island, the Gulf 
Islands, and surrounding areas. Its primary purpose is to 
support contact, communication, and coördination between 
performers, presenters, fans, and aficionados of folk music. 
You must subscribe to be able to write to the list. Follow the 

instructions on this web page:
ml.islandnet.com/mailman/listinfo/islandfolk

The Victoria Folk Music Society

The Coffeehouse on Gabriola ~ Meets the last Friday of the 
month (August to May, except closed in February). 7:30 pm Open 
Stage; 9:00 pm Feature. The Haven, 240 Davis Road. Admission $5.00 
Phone 250-658-1478 or email colcog@shaw.ca

Cowichan Folk Guild ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(September to June), 7:30 pm, at Duncan United Church. 
Admission $10.00 ($5.00 CFG members). Phone 250-748-3975.

Deep Cove Folk ~ Meets the second Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 8 pm. Admission $7.00 | Please lug a mug. 
Phone 250-384-9419 or visit deepcovefolk.ca

Highlands Folk Music ~ Meets the second Saturday of the month 
(October to July) at 7:30 pm at 1589 Millstream Road. Admission $5.00 
Call 778-678-2409 or email zhinoos9@gmail.com

MACoustic Folk Club ~ Meets about once a month (September to 
June) at the McMillan Arts Centre in Parksville. Admission $15.00 
For info, visit mcmillanartscentre.com

Nanaimo Folk Connection ~ Meets the third Friday of the month 
(September to June) at 7:30 pm. Admission $5.00 | Phone 250-591-6883 
or email nanaimofolkconnection@gmail.com

Qualicum Acoustic Café ~ Meets the first Friday of the month 
(October to May*) at 7:30 pm at the Rotary House, 211 W. Fern Road, 
Qualicum Beach. Admission $7.00 | 
Info: beatonqualicum@gmail.com (*In January we do the last Friday, 
skip February, and then the first Friday in March to May.)

Salt Spring Folk Club ~ Hosts concerts October to March on Salt-
spring Island. Visit saltspringfolkclub.com for more information.

Sooke Folk Coffeehouse ~ Meets the third Saturday of the month 
(September to June). Admission $5.00 | Holy Trinity United Church, 
1962 Murray Road, Sooke, BC. Phone Dave Gallant at 
250-642-4568 or visit sookefolkmusicsociety.com

Folk Clubs and Coffeehouses
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands Music            Islands

Around The

 Folk Club Features on the Islands
Qualicum acoustic café  . . . .  ~ The Fretless ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $7.00 
Friday, aprIl 1st, 7:30 pm, Qualicum Beach.

MACoustic Folk Club  . . . . . . . . ~ Sweet Alibi ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15.00 
Friday, aprIl 4th, 7:30 pm, Parksville.

Deep Cove Folk  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ Kat Eggleston ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $7.00 
Friday, aprIl 8th, 7:30 pm, Deep Cove. 250-384-9419

Cowichan Folk Guild  . . . . . . . . .  ~ David Francey~  . . . . . . . . . . .  $10, ($5 members) 
Saturday, aprIl 9th, 7:30 pm, Duncan. 250-748-3975

Highlands Folk  . . . . . . . . ~ Jessica Benini and friends ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00 
Saturday, aprIl 9th, 7:30 pm. Victoria. 778-678-2409

Nanaimo Folk Connection   ~ Beggar’s Drum Morris Band ~  . . . . . .  $5.00 
Friday, aprIl 15th, 7:30 pm. Nanaimo. 250-591-6883

Salt Spring Folk Club  .  ~ The Famous Gumboot Gala ~  . . . . . . . . .  $25.00 
Monday aprIl 18th, 7:00 pm. Saltspring Island.

Coffeehouse on Gabriola   . . . ~ Sue Decker~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00 
Friday, aprIl 29th, 7:30 pm. Gabriola Island. 250-658-1478

 ConCerts, etC.
~ Square Dance with the Shady Grove Dance Band! | 250-929-8226 | $5.00 

Friday, aprIl 1st, 7:00 pm | The Hub, 2375 Koksilah Road, Cowichan Station.

~ Emilyn Stam & John David Williams ~ The Concert House ~ 
Friday, aprIl 1st, 7:30 pm | 17 Cambridge Street, Victoria. | $20.00 
RSVP jeniredale@hotmail.com or 250-389-1842

~ Ozmoses ~ Friday, aprIl 1st, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | No cover

~ Sweet Alibi ~ Sooke Folk Music Society Concert Series ~ 
Saturday, aprIl 2nd, 8:00 pm, Holy Trinity United Church, 1962 Murray Road, 
Sooke. | $15.00

~ Bowker Creek ~ Friday, aprIl 8th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | No cover

~ RIG-A-JIG ~ Friday, aprIl 15th, 7:00 pm, at the Oaks Restaurant Grill, 
2250 Oak Bay Avenue, Victoria. | No cover

~ Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas Workshop ~ 
Saturday, aprIl 16th, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm at The Dave Dunnet Community 
Theatre, Oak Bay High School, 2121 Cadboro Bay Road, Victoria. 
$40.00 per person, tickets available online at go-artist.ca

~ Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas with Special Guests, Coastline ~ 
Saturday, aprIl 16th, Doors at 7:00 pm, concert at 7:30 pm at 
The Dave Dunnet Community Theatre, Oak Bay High School, 
2121 Cadboro Bay Road, Victoria. | Advance tickets $22.00 at Ivy’s Bookshop, 
Larsen School of Music, Long & McQuade, and online at go-artist.ca 
— or $27.00 at the door

~ Bluebird North Concert ~ Thursday, aprIl 21st, 7:30 pm, at Oak Bay United, 
1355 Mitchell Street, Victoria. | $20.00 (see page 3 for details)

~ The Sweet Lowdown ~ Victoria Bluegrass Association (VBA) ~ 
Tuesday, aprIl 26th at First ChurCh oF Christ sCientist, 1205 Pandora Ave, 
Victoria. For more: victoriabluegrass.ca

~ Mark Stuart ~ Sooke Folk Music Society Concert Series ~ 
Saturday, aprIl 30th, 8:00 pm, Holy Trinity United Church, 1962 Murray Road, 
Sooke. | $15.00

~ Victoria Contra Dance ~ 
· Saturday, aprIl 9th, at St. Luke’s, 3821 Cedar Hill Cross Road, Victoria. 
· Saturday, aprIl 30th, at St. Matthias, 600 Richmond Avenue, Victoria.

ConCerts, etC. ~ Continued on Page 3…
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VFMS Open-Stage Guidelines
1. All performances are limited to 10 minutes unless pre-

arranged with the host.

2. Performers can play once per calendar month unless 
there are not enough musicians to fill the evening’s open 
stage. 

3. Priority is always given to out-of-town visitors and local 
musicians new to the Folk.

Interested in hosting? Please call Nancy at 250-477-6844.
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 Weekly…
~ Island Thyme Morris Dancing ~ 7:00 pm, every monday. 

250-386-9326

~ Old-Timey Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every monday; at The Spiral Café. 
250-386-9393

~ Holly Tree Morris Dancing ~ 8:00 pm, every tuesday. 250-475-1706

~ Medieval Dancing ~ every tuesday except the first Tuesday. 
250-478-4105

~ Victoria Bluegrass Association ~ Jams every tuesday, 7:45 pm. On 
the last Tuesday of the month from September to May, the jam is 
replaced by an open stage followed by a feature act…

~ Bluegrass Music Jam ~ 7:00 pm, every Wednesday; at James Bay 
Coffee & Books

~ Quicksbottom Morris Dancing ~ 7:15 pm, every Wednesday. 
250-656-2920

~ Victoria English Country Dance ~ 7:30 pm, every thursday; for more, 
visit vecds.bc.ca

OLD TOWN STRINGS
David Cahill, Luthier
Fretted Instrument Repairs,

Restoration, and Service
1034 Hillside Ave., Victoria ~ 250-383-3413

ConCerts, etC. ~ ContInued
~ Beacon Ridge Productions (BRP)~ 

· Friday, aprIl 1st: Groove Kitchen 
· Friday, aprIl 8th: Double bill! Lizzy Hoyt and The Small Glories 
· Friday, aprIl 15th: The Sutcliffes 
· Friday, aprIl 29th: The Jenny Ritter Band 
These concerts take place in the Upstairs Lounge, Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 
1975 Bee Street, Victoria. | Doors at 6:00 pm (for dinner) concert at 7:30 pm 
Advance tickets $15.00 at Ivy’s Bookshop, Oak Bay Recreation Centre 
reception, online at beaconridgeproductions.com — or $20.00 at the door

· Friday, aprIl 22nd: James Hill & Anne Janelle 
The Dave Dunnet Community Theatre, Oak Bay High School, 
2121 Cadboro Bay Road, Victoria. | Doors at 7:00 pm, concert at 7:30 pm 
Advance tickets $20.00 at Ivy’s Bookshop, Lyle’s Place, Larsen School of Music, 
Oak Bay Recreation Centre reception, and online at 
beaconridgeproductions.com — or $25.00 at the door

~ Saturday, aprIl 23rd: A Mighty String Thing featuring Doug Cox, Sam 
Hurrie, Bill Kirchen, Mark Stuart, Kevin Breitt and Cecile Doo-Kingue. 
The Dave Dunnet Community Theatre, Oak Bay High School, 
2121 Cadboro Bay Road, Victoria. | Doors at 7:00 pm, concert at 7:30 pm 
Advance tickets $30.00 at Ivy’s Bookshop, Lyle’s Place, Long & McQuade, and 
Royal McPherson Box Office — or $35.00 at the door

~ Friday, aprIl 29th: Mark Stuart in Concert ~ 
This is a Cowichan Folk Guild and Providence Farm Fundraiser Concert, at 
Providence Farm, Duncan. | 7:30 pm | $25.00

~ Saturday, aprIl 30th: Mark Stuart Acoustic Guitar Workshop ~ 
Providence Farm, Duncan. | 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Workshop Price $25.00 | Capacity: 12 students. Phone 778-455-4710 or 
email bblue@islandnet.com to register.

http://facebook.com/IslandsCelticMusicFestivalBC

2016 VFMS Bursary Program
This year, VFMS is introducing a Bursary program (in partnership 
with the Vancouver Island Music Workshop) to encourage a new 
generation of Folk musicians to actively participate in VFMS 
activities and assist in maintaining and developing the Folk 
Music community in Victoria and the surrounding area.

Potential Bursary candidates must be between 19 and 30 years 
of age and have participated in VFMS musical activities (e.g. 
performed on the Open Stage, participated in VFMS jams, 
performed in Panel Concerts or Feature acts). Ideal candidates will 
also have actively participated in VFMS operations performing 
either casual or permanent volunteer jobs to assist the club.

We will be making Bursary awards to three young musicians 
in July. Bursary award winners will receive sponsorships to 
attend the Vancouver Island Music Workshop (September 9–11) 
and also the VFMS Fall Retreat (November). If you are interested 
in being considered for a Bursary award please inquire at 
the entrance table on Sunday nights or send an email to 

info@victoriafolkmusic.ca

 BlueBird North CoNCert ~ ViCtoria SpriNg CoNCert
Bluebird North is an intimate musical showcase 
presented by the Songwriters Association of Canada 
that brings together some of Canada’s most inspiring 
songwriters to share their songs and stories. During 
this acoustic, charming evening, each featured writer 
will perform their songs and share the ‘back story’ and 
inspiration about how each song was written and the 
writing process.

VFMS is pleased to assist the Songwriters Association of Canada (SAC) 
in presenting this special concert of Canadian singer/songwriters:

Oak Bay United, Corner of Mitchell and Granite Streets.
Thursday aprIl 21st | Doors at 7:00 pm, concert at 7:30 pm

The concert will feature:
Helen Austin, Tom Taylor (BTU & She Stole My Beer),
Bill Henderson (Chilliwack), & Shari Ulrich (host)

Shari has been producing and hosting Bluebird North in Vancouver 
for over 20 years and is thrilled to be finally bringing this wonderful 
event to Victoria.

Admission for this special concert will be $20.00 ($15.00 for SAC 
or VFMS members – in person only). Tickets available online 
at BrownPaperTickets—http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/2530520—or in person at Lyle’s Place, at VFMS on Sunday 
nights and possibly some may be available at the door.

Be sure to come early to get your seat—we’re expecting a full-house!

http://vecds.bc.ca/
http://www.beaconridgeproductions.com/
http://www.beaconridgeproductions.com/
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…May 01: MayDay Panel Concert | May 08: Ozmoses | May 15: Keith Scott | May 22: Eryn Sharpe Trio | May 29: Scott Cook Duo…
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Treat a friend, a loved one, or—what the heck—treat yourself!

Victoria Folk Music Society Merchandise
~ Decals $2 .00 ~ Suitable for car windows, guitar cases, what have you
~ Guest Passes $5.00 ~ Valid for one adult admission to the Sunday Folk Club
~ Mugs $10.00 ~ Nice to have on hand when a banjo-picking monarch drops by for tea
~ Tee-Shirts $15.00 ~ The ultimate fashion statement for the folk aficionado
~ Gift Certificates $65.00 Individual or $100.00 Family ~ Valid for a year’s membership

All may be purchased at the Sunday Night Folk (“Norway House”)

† A p r i l  2 0 1 6  ¢

…visit victoriafolkmusic.ca for more information…

VFMS Panel Concert CDs
We are pleased to announce that CDs 
of four past VFMS Panel Concerts (Tom 
Paxton; Gordon Lightfoot; Kingston Trio; 
Songs of Courage) are now available for 
sign-out loans from the VFMS Merchandise 
window on Sunday nights.

Special thanks to Harry Martin and 
Jim Woolsey for their assistance in 
sourcing and converting the Panel Concert 
recordings from tape to CDs as one of our 

VFMS 40th Anniversary projects.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 Weekly –

Victoria English 
Country Dance

vecds.bc.ca

 Weekly –

Bluegrass Jam
James Bay Coffee 

and Books
7:00 pm

 Weekly –

Quicksbottom Morris
7:15 pm

250-656-2920

 Weekly –

Victoria Bluegrass
Beginners Jam (7:45)
Intermediate (9:00)o

 Weekly –

Hollytree Morris
459 Chester St.

8:00–9:30 pm
250-475-1706

 Weekly –

Old-Timey Jam
The Spiral Café

7:00–9:30 pm
250-386-9303

 Weekly –

Island Thyme 
Morris

7:00–9:00 pm
250-386-9326

V F M S 
N e w s l et te r 
D e a d l i n e !

VFms Business 
Meeting

7:30 pm
3483 Lovat Avenue

islands celtic music 
FestiVal

March 22–24
(see p. 3)
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